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ol 
To the Reader. 


READER, 


Or thy better delight, and more 
72 plainly to ſet forth the Hiſtory 
to thy view, I have ta my great 
. coſt, added many Pictures, live- 
>] 1 ly expreff ing the moſt material 
| points ot mine, If I may receive 
| by thanks, I think it a ſufficient Reward. The 
Hittory of it ſelf is both Ancient and Morral, 
and containeth in it much Learning. 
When Ignorance having a thick and dull ear, 
blinded moſt People, Men are compelled to 
draw the rude multitude to Attention of good, 
| Infiruction by (ach pleaſing allurements of Tales, 
and Fables, as in this Book is ſet down; that 
25. the mind is fed and delighted with the 
ſweetneſs of Fabulous Stories, the Soul it ſelf 
at the end (by often tailing the ſame Nouriſh- 
ment) grows quicker tighted, to behold the 
hidden and myltical Wildom contained under 
ſuch cloſe Riddles. For in few words, to give 
you the meaning ot this Morral , it is thus; 
The Empcror may lignity the World, who has 
A 2 ving 


J0'9 the Reader. | 
ving but one onely Son, (who is Man) him to 
bring up well is all his care. But man loſing his: 
own Mother, (who is Reaſon, or Divine Grace) 
falling into the hand of his Step- mother, (ſigni- 
fying Sin) who is ap Empreſs of great be- 
witching, and one that commands the World; 
She works by all means poſſible the confuſion of 
Man, and would prevail againſt his weakneſs, ' 
but that a Star from Heaven (by which is meant 
Goodneſs from above) inſtructs man how to a- 
void the Allurements of Sin, by not opening 
his mouth to bid her welcome. And the better 
to prevent her miſchief, He hath Seven Wiſe ? 
Maſters, ' which are the Seven Liberal Sciences, 
to give him wholſome inſtructions, and by thoſe © 
helps ſave him from mortal danger. So that 
being thus armed, Man liveth to batter down 
Sin, (figured in the death of the Emprefs and 
her Mmion) and in the end, to gain a Rich | 
Crown of glory and happineſs, ſet ready for 

all thoſe 41 in this Life labour to attain to 


Heaven by doing well. 

This is the Explanation of the Morral; of 
which if thou make right uſe, it will be a rich 
Banquet to thy Soul. Farewel. 7 


Here 


ere 


able, to all people gracious, and to her Hul⸗ 
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Here Beginneth the 


HIS TO R 


OF THE 


Seven W iſe Maſters of R 100 


Containing many Pleaſant and ware 
Narrations, very delightful to the E 


The Entrance into the Mortal. ( which accoud 
ing to things of Comick Pleaſure) = 
begins with a Funeral. 


\ Dmetime in the City of Rome there was 
Famous Emperoz, named Pontianus, 'a- | 
man of great wildom, he tok to his wile: 
a Kings Daughter that was very fair and ami⸗ 


band right dear: ſhe conceived by him, 1 
delivered of a Son named Diocleſian. 20 
Child grew apace, and of all people was belb⸗ ay 
ved:and when he was of the age of ſeven years, . 
his Mother the Empꝛels falling ſick, and feel-- ' 


ing her ſelf that ſhe might not live, ent after 
her Low the Emperoꝛ (being rode foꝛth on P 
2 ) a Peſſenger, that he ſhould return with⸗ 

mt tarrying, if ever he would lee her . f 
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The Seven Wiſe 


And when he was come, ſhe laid unto him, 
O my dear Lozd, of this ſickneſs J may not e⸗ 
ſcape, wherefoze the natural and tender love and 
— is to me towards you and pour Don, 

kes a ſuit to you beſoꝛe my death. Ye reply⸗ 
ed deſire: what you will, J {all not deny you 
any thing. Then ſaiv ſhe, after my death you 
will take another Mife, as is moſt convenient: 
wheretoze J beſeech vou, that ſhe over my Don 
have no power, but that he be nouriſhed far from 
her, and trained up in Learning. The Empe⸗ 
ro2 anſwered, my moſt dear Wiſe, your Petiti⸗ 
on in all things {all be perfozmed, Then turn- 
ed the Empꝛels, and gave up the Ghoft, Pan y 
days afier the Emperoz bewailed her death, and 
long after Gewed his heavineſs , and would in 
no-w!le be joyful, Huw 
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MASTERS. 
How the Emperor committed and delivered his | 


Son to the Seven Wiſe Maſters, to be inſtru- 
&ed in Learning. 


UL] Pon a itme as the Empero? lay in his bed 
he thought himſelf inwardly of his Son, 
; ſaying in his heart, J have but one only Son, 
the which ſhall be my Heir: it is god whilſt he 
is poung, that he be ſet to learn Cunning and 
1 Wiſdom, by which he may after my death ga⸗ 
vern and rule the Empire; intimating thereby 
that a woꝛthy Pꝛince taking upon him fo great 
a weight and charge, as the Government 
Kingdom, ought firſt to learn to be his own 


vernour, and to maſter his own affections. Do 


that when he was early riſen up from his bed, 
1 He cauſed to be called the Loavs of his Couneil 
befo2ze him, and of them tok advice what were 
beſt therein to. be done; And they anſwered, 
Ao, in Rome are Seven Wiſe Paſters, who 
live in great fame fo2 their exccllency in Arts: 
grave counſel, and inſtructions, let them be ſent 
| fo2, and deliver them your Son to be foſtered 
and inſtructed in Learning, The Emperoz un⸗ 
derſtanding that, ſent his Letters made power⸗ 
ful by his own Seal, to the Seven Mile Pa⸗ 
ſers, that they ſhould come to him without de⸗ 
lap: they anon came befoze the Emperoz, and 
be demanded of them, ik they knew wherekoze 
he had ſent foz them; They anſwered, The 
taule is as pour will intendeth, we know not 


but 
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The Seven Wiſe 
but if it pleaſe you to ſhew us your mind, we be 
ready to fulfil it to the utmoſt of our Powers, 
To whom the Emperoz ſaid, J have but one 
Son, which J ſhall deliver to you to confirm in 
all god ways of Learning and Uertue, fo that 
by pour doctrine and wildom, he may moze wile⸗ 
ly gdvern the Cmpire after my deccaſe, 


The firſt Paſter, named Pantillas, ſaid, L o 
deliver me your Don, and J ſhall teach him as. 
much cunning within ſeven years, as J and all 
my kellows can. 

Then ſpake the ſecond Maſter, named Len- 
tullus, Sir, of long time J have ſerved pou, and 
hitherto have had no reward. J demand nothing 
of pou, but that pou deliver me pour Don to 
govern , and J ſhall. make him his cunning 
within fir peats as J and all my feiltows. 


The 


rene Deren 


The third Paſter famed Craton, ſaid : my 
Lo2d, many times J have been with you on the 
Sta, in peril of my life, and hape had no manner 
of reward: if J might foz my recompence ob⸗ 
fain that you will vouchfafe to commit pour 
Son upder my Governance, J ſtould infozm - 
him as much within five years, if his wit will 
thereto attajn, as Jand my fellows can. 

Then tod up the fourth Paller, named Mal- 
quidrack, who was right lean of body, and ſaid, 
Yy Lo2d, remember AJ and all my P2zeveceſ- 
ſoꝛs have ſerved Emperoꝛs, and received no res 

ward; wherefoze J ask no other thing, but 
that you deliver me your Son to teach, and 3 
ſhall make him take as much Science and Y 
Wiſdom within four years , as J and all my 
fellows have learygd in all our lives, 875 

Then ſpake the fifth Maſter, that was na- 

med Joſephus, Lo2d, J am old} and many times. 
am called to your Counſel, and you know that 
Imp counſel hath p2ofited vou, and ſo likewiſe 
map it do hereaktey⸗ Pet J deſire no moze, 
as. but that you deliver me pour Bon, and J ſhall 
ill inſtruct him in as much Cunning and Sci⸗ 
ence, that he within thꝛee pears ſhall be pzompt 
nein Wit as much as J and all mp Fellows 
nd have. ; | 
Then came the ſixth Paſter named Cleophes, - 
ta who laid like to the other, pꝛomiſing to inform 
he Child'in all their Cunning in two 1 
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The Seven Wiſe - 4 
The ſeventh Maſtet allo deſired the Chily- 
and p2omiled to learn him within one year, they + 
Sciences and Wiſdom of them all. 1 
When all this was done, the Emperoz fa 
My truſty friend, J am very much bound to] ©: 
thank you all, and every one of pou, foy that you 
have ſo earneſtly veſired to foſter and in rung 
my Son: If J ſhould now commit him to one 
and not to another, thereupan would enlu much e 
diſſention among you. Theretoze to peu all, a 
every of you, J commit my Son to be nouriſche 
and taught. The Paſters hearing this,exp2el4 
ſing both their greatneſs of joy, and fozwardneſ ® 
in will to the Empero?, all with one harmony 
of conſent, received his Don, and led him to 
wards the Court of Rome. Upon the way ſpak he 
Craton to his fellows z if we this Child ſhoul 
teach within the City of Rome, there is ſo great 
reſozt and concourſe ok people, that it woul 
hinder him in Learning 3 J know a fair plac} in 
from Rome ſome two miles, right pleaſant an 
delectable there let us nike a fourſquare Cha 
ber of Stone, and put him therein; and upon 
the walls thereof, let us paint and wzite thy 
ſeven Liberal Arts, ſo that the Child at all time 
map ſ&.and behold his Doctrine therein as wel 
as in his Wok. This advice pleaſed them al 1 
and was done actozdingly in every point : tl 
Maſters diligently every day, during ſeven} "0? 
years , taught and inftructed the Child; an 
deter 


3 MAS T. ERS. 
5 determined among themſelves, and ſaid, it is 
gd that we cxamine gur Diſciple, to ſw at what 
 pcrfection our pains hath arrived, and what 
krength and growth His virtue and kuewlerg 
is come to: and they all wiſely and relicicuſty 
acco2ded to that counſel , then laid Paſter Pan- 
ullas, how Call we p2ove him; Craton laid, Let 
every one of us as he leepeth,. put under every 
tozner cf his Jed an Dlive-leaf, and then we 
ſhall know if he perceived oz felt any thing, oz 
not : this dene, he awaking greatly marvelled 
ind lifted up his eyes. towards the rok of the 
Chamber fervently. The Paſters ſ&eing that, 
aid, where koze lift pou up your eycs ſo ſharplys 
he anſwered, it is no marvel ; fo2 in my flep 
Jſaw the uppermoſt part of my Chamber in- 
„dlined towards the carth £ cz elſe under me it 
was lifted up : the Paſters hearing this, laid 
ach among; themſelves : if this Child live he (fall 
aul be a man of great cunning and lame. 
— How the Emperor by the Counſel of the gteat 
, thil Princes and Lords of his Empire, wedded an- 
med other Wife. | | 
_ Ahe Piinces and great Lozds of the Em- 
ti pire in the mean time came to the Empe⸗ 
evi 0 ſaid ; Py Lo2d, ye have only one Don, 
an it ts poſſible he might die, therefoze it were 
tex Nofitable that you would wed another-Wife 
| 1D 3 that 
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The Seven Wile 


that thereby pour joys and hopes may be bl ft | 


with far moze certainty and aſſured happineſs 
in pour Nace and Aſſue, to the intent that the 
Empire of Rome be not left without an Meir, 
Pozeover, ye are ſo mighty, that ik it ſhould 
happen you to get many Childzen , pou may 


pꝛomote and adrance them all to great Digni⸗ 


tics and Lo2dſl ipe. Mhereupon anſwered the 
Emperoz: it is pour counſel, that J ſhall take 
another Mike: then \&k me one that is graci⸗ 


ou, a pure Uirgin , Fair and Geng wh 


and then J fall follow pour counſel and ad- 
vice. They went and ſcught and ſearched out 
many Kingdoms and Countries; and at the 
laſt they found the Kings Daughter of Caſtile, 
that was right fair and beautiſul, and her they 


gave the Emperoz to Mike; who behaved 


her ſelf ſo well, that anon he was ſo great 
ly taken in her love, that he fo2get all the 
ſozrow of heart he had taken fo2 the death of 
bis firſt Wife, And when they had lived long 
together without any Childzen, and when the 


Empzels ſaw that ſhe might not conceive 


when ſhe heard the Emperoz had a Don wit} 
the Seven Wiſe Paſters, to be foſfered a 
taught, to the great god and p2ofit of the 


Empire, the thought in her ſelf , and wiſhelſ x, 
his death; and from that very hour imagine x 


bow ſhe might conſpire his deſtruction. Phap 


pen en a Night as the Emperoz lay in yy. 0 


MASTERS. 


1 hed, he ſaid to the Empzels: mp moſt dear and 
vF belt beloved Mike, J ſhall now open to vou the 
ſecrets of my heart, foz under the Sun there is 
no Creature that J love fo well as ycu , and 
therefoze truſt in my love. 

; Then ſaid the fair Empꝛels: if it be ſoas you 
2 I ſay, I xequire of you one little bon oz petition, 
DeſirWhat you will, ſaid the Empero2,and all 
that in me is poſſible, I (all fulfil, and give it 
you, Then ſaid the Cmpaels, Py dear Lo2d, 
you know J have no Child by pou pet concetv- 
Ja, foz which J am ſoze penſive and heavy; but 
Fame, that never conceals it ſelf long to true 
jop, hath delivered this happy truth to me: that 
ye have one Sen only, the which is let to the ſe- 
ven Wiſe Paſters to be taught and governed, 
and him A Hold and require fo2 my own Son: 
wherefo2e J-beſecch pe ſend fo2 him, that J may 
le him, and have conſolation of his pzefence,as 
q though he were mine own. Mereupon anſwered 
the Empero?, it is ſixteen years paſt ſince J law 
him, pour will Gall be fulfilled. Incontinent 
4 the Emperoz ſent unto the Seven Wiſe Pa⸗ 
"of ſters a Letter ſealed wich his lecret Sign, that 
upon pain of death they ſhould bzing his Son in 


| | the Feaſt of Penticoſt following. 


(fl Ano the Seven Wiſe Maſters after the ſight of the 


Emperors Letter would ſirſt obſerve the couiſe 


4 p divine forec- W and 


The Seven Wile þ 
P'anets, whether it were good to obey his 
Commandments cr not. 


Nd when the Paſters by the Letter hay 

{CY unteritod the Empero2s will, in the night 
thty tent and beheld the ars in the Firmazs 
ment whether it weuld be expedient to bying the 
Child to the Em peroꝛ oꝛ net: & they ſaw clears 
ty mile Stars, that if they ſi ould Icad the Chill 
in ckat time aſſigned, at the firſt woꝛd he ſhould 
freak te ould die an evil death: wherefozeſ 
they were all very ſozry; and as they beheld an/ 
other Star, they faw, that if they delivered not 
the Child at the day alozelaid, they ſhould loleſ® 
their heads. Then laid ove of them of two evil 

ti elcaſtis to be choſen t it is bettet that all we e 
rie, chen that the Child ſhould lole his likes 
2 the 


MASTERS. 


* therefore that we may fave the Childs life, let 


us go to the Emperoz. And as they were thus 
Y ſozrowſul.the Child came down from his Cham- 


ber, and ſ&ting his Maſters ſo heavy, he demand⸗ 


ed the cauſe of their Heavineſs : whereunto they 


al F anſwered : Sir, we have received your Fathers 


Letters, that upon pain of death, now this high 


HA Fealt, of Penticoſt, we fall lead you to your 


Country , whereupcn we have beholden the 
Firmament, wherein we clearly find, that if we 
(wichin the time p2efired) pꝛelent pou to pour 
Father, at the firſt woꝛd that ye Nall pzonounce 
out of your mouth, ye ſhall be to the moſt vileſt 
death condemned, Then ſaid the Child, J muſt 


u vehold the Firmament with the Stars: and 


ſo he did; and found clear in a little Star, that 
if he could abſtain from ſpeaking ſeven days he 


e ould p2eſerve and ſave his life, And after 


he had ſen this, called his Maſters and ſhewed 
them the Star, and ſaid ; Behold my dear Ma⸗ 


ters, I ſe perfealy in the Star, that if I ab- 


ſtain my ſelf ſeven days, J ſhall ſave my like. 
Pe are now ſeven Maſters, the wiſeſt of all the 
would, it is an eaſie thing koz pou, every of vou 


oz me one day to anſwer, and with pour wiſe 


4 anſwer every of pou his day, my like may ſave 


I and keep; and in the eighth dap J ſhall ſpeak 


Imp ſelf, and \{ve my life, and all you trom 


uu Peril. 'As the Paſters did behold that cer- 


lle fain Star, they thought with themlelves that 


erg 
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The Seven Wiſe & | 
the Child had ſaid truth, ſaying, Almighty God 

re thauked, that the wilrom and cunning of our 
Tiiciple cxcoereth us all. Then ſaid the firſt 
Paller Pantillas, Kozd, J (tall ſpeak fo2 ycn the 
firſt tay, and ſave your life, And Lentullus the 
\ccond Paſter, ſaid, J all fo2 you the ſecond 
tay an{wer ; and ſo'conſequently every of them 
P26miſed to an{wer fo2 Himſelf his rap : and 
this lald, they cloathed the Child in purple, lea⸗ 
ped on bozſeback with a fair Company, and ha⸗ 
{fed with the Child to the Emperoz. 


How the Emperor rode to meet his Son coming 
trom Study, wich Joy, Solcmuity and Triumph. 


_— Py Pe SES 


l 8 gt 
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| Pen the Empero? perceived that his Son 
VV was coming on the way, he rode with 

great jop to meet him, and the Patters under⸗ 
| ſanding. 
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MASTERS. f 
ſtanding the coming of the Empero?, faid unto 
the Child, it is beft that we depart, that in the 
mean while we may p2ovide how we may ſave 
your life. The Child ſaid, it pleaſeth me well 
that you do ſo, but have mind of me in mp ne- 
teſlity: ſo they tok leave and departed toward 
m the City, and the Child came after accompanied 
1d moſt hencurably. And as he and his Father the 
a- Emperoꝛz met, fo2 joy he tok his Son about the 
a- neck and killed him, and ſaid: Py dear Son, 
now is my joy compleat, beholding in thee the 
oj treaſure of my lifes comfoꝛt. How is it with 
1” Þ you it ts leng fince that J law you. Pe bowed 
down his head and anſwered nothing. The 
Father had great wender why he ſpake not, and 
thought in himſelf, that his Maſters had in⸗ 
fozmed him ſo, that he riding ſhould not ſpeak, 
And when they were come into the Palace, 
and were deſended from their Yoz2ſes; the Fa- 
ther took the Son by the hand, and led him into 
the Hall, and ſet him next him, and beheld 
him, and ſaid: Tell me now how it is with 
your Maſters: How have they inflructed pou 
theſe many pears ſince J ſaw pou: But he 
bowed down his head again, and ſpake not. The 
Father ſaid, Wherefoze ſpeak pe no&to me: 
. When the Empreſs heard that the Emperoꝛs 
Son was come, the was right joyous, 2 


J will go ſ&@ him. She apparelled her 
with rich attire, and tok with her two of. 


2. 
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The Seven Vyiſe 


Gentle women, and went where as the Emperg 
was ſitting with his Don, and ſat her down by 
the Child: and ſhe lad to che Cmpero?, Is this 
your Son that hath been nouriſhed with the ſez 
ven Wiſe Maſters; and he laid, It is my Scn, 
but he ſpeaketh not: ſhe ſain, Deliver to me 
Tour Sen, and ik ever he e tprak, J fall mat 


him. Then laid the Emperoꝛ, Nile and go with, 


her : the Don did revercnce to his Father as 


thoucch he ſaid, Jam ready to accompliſh pour 


will: and ſo he went with her. 


- How the Empreſs led Diocleſian the Emperors. 
Son with her into a Chamber, to make good 


Cheer with him, the which he withſtood. 
He Empzeſs lcd him with her into the 

4 Chamber, and commanded all others to az 
Lord, and ſet him by her befoze her bed⸗ſide, and 
laid: O mp belt beloved Diocleſian, J habe 
beard much of your perſon and beauty; but now 
"Fam glad that J may ſ& that which my heart 
covetech and loveth: foʒ J have cauſed pour Fa⸗ 
ther to ſend fo2 you, that J might have ſolace 
and jop ot pour perſon, wheretfo2e right heartily 
Igive you knowledg that J fo2 pour love unto 
this dap have kept my Uirginity ; (peak to me 
therefoze, and let us go to bed together: but 
he gave her no anſwer, She ſ&ing that, ſaid to 
him: O god Diocleſian, which hath the half 
ol n Soul, why ſpeak pe not to me; oz at leaſt 


few | 


MASTERS. 


A eew me ſcme tcken cf lore : what Call I do: 
peak to me, Jam ready to perfozm your will: 
and when ſhe had thus ſaid, fe embaaced him, 
and weuld have kifled his mouth, but he turned 
his viſage from her, and in no wiſe weuld cen⸗ 
ſcnt 3 then ſhe ſaid agein, O Sen, wherekoze do 
"oY you thus with me; let as dp together, & then 
ſail ye perceive, that (o2 your love J have kept 
my Uirginity 2 but he turned tis vilage again © 
from her he ſ&ing that of ber he wasaſtamend, 
ſhewing unto him ber neked Eeody and Vzcaſts. 
laring: Fehold mp Sen, what Fodp J hare, 
SY it is at your. wilt, a fervant to ycur pleaſure 2 
od give me your ccnſent, o2 it Nall be hard fox me 
o depart Hence in my right wind. Be itewed 
he ter no manner of love, but as much as he cculd 
a withdzew himſelk from her. When ſte ſaw 
un that, ſhe laid: © my beſt Sen, if it pleaſe you 
be not to conlent unto me ( ret ſpeak) perhaps foz 
WY ſome reaſcnable cauſe? Lo, here is Pen, Ink, 
rt and Paper, then wiite your will, uhether | 
map at any time hereafter truſt in your love oz 
ce nct. The. Child w2ote as followeth. O Lady, + 


e 


ly Gd forbid that I ſhould defile my Fathers Or- 
o chard : For I wot not what fruit ! ſhould have 
ity of it: I know well that I ſhould fin greatly in 


ut the fight of God, and alſo run in the meledicti- 
on of my Father; and therefore from henceforth 
* 1 you provoke me no more thereto. 

When-fre had ſeen and read the Writing, 


The Seven Wiiſe = 
He toze it with her teeth, and rent her Clcthes ; 1 
to her Navel, and ſcratched her viſage till nh ** 
was all blody, and caſt from her all the ozne I © 
ments: of her head, and cried out with a loud | 
voice: Come hither my Lords and help me, li 4 
this rude and evil body ſhame and raviſh me. 1 


Ho the Empre(s complained to the Emperony * 
of the ſhame done unto her 2 his Lon. 11 
9 Cmpero? being in the Vall, and hearing 1 
the cry ot the Empꝛels, haſtily run towart N E 
her Chamber, with many cf his Knights and 
Servants following him, to know the matter. 
Then vegan the Empꝛels to cry and ſpeak to 
the Empero? in this wille: O my Low, have 
pity on me: behold this poung man is not peur 
Don, but the fouleſt fo2 Nibaldzy and actions of; 
Luxury, that ever fin and heat put Urength into 
Joꝛz as you know, J led him into che Chamber, 
and would have cxbo2ted and cauſed him to have 
(poken; J have done as much thereloze as J can 
02 may; and whilſt J moved him to have ſpg⸗ 
ken, he hath endeavoured himſelf with me to 
have ſinned ; and becauſe J weuld not conſent, }- 
hut withſtod as much as J might to flie the 
lame, he hach made my vilage all bloody, and 
tozn my Ueſture and D2naments off mp head, 
as you may ſ& 3. and if pou had not ſon cone 
— Unto mp calling, he had ended in me, his mer 
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7 Frnl and wicked appetite, When the Emperoꝛ 
wand heard this (filled with great malice and 
IF wodneſs) he commands his Servants to lead 
po to the Gailows and hang him. When the 
02ds heard thereof they ſaid: Lo2d pou have 
lc this Son cnly, it is not god that ye thus 
gdeightly put him to death. The Law is ozdain⸗ 
Jod fo2 Tranſgreſſo2s : And ik he mult die, let 
him by the Law die, left it be ſaid, that the 
I Cmpero2 in his wꝛath, (without Law oz Ju- 
*F Mice) hath put his only Don to death. As the 
Y Empero2 heard this, he commanded him to be 
put in Pꝛilon till judgment was given againſt 
im. When the Empzels under ſtod that the 
Child was not put to death, ſhe wept bitterly, 
and would take no reſt: when night came, the 
F Empero2z-entredinto his Chamber to go to bed, 
and found his Wife ſozrowing : to whom be 
TJ ſaid O my dear Lady, foz what cauſe are ye 
2 fozrowful 2 She anſwered, Know pe not that 
TJ your accurſed Son hach done me ſo much fame 
and diſhenoured pou, that you commanded him 
to be hanged, and pet he liveth, and your wozd 
is not perfozmed, noz my ſhame revenged; to 
mozrow (ſaid the Emperoz) he Call die by the 
nd Law; then ſaid che, (fall he lo long {ive 2 then 
0 ight it happen to peu, as it did to a Eurgeſs 
ne | a ome, ok whom an Example is mevtiened 2 
ry the Emperoz ſaid, J pꝛay yeu ſhew me this ex⸗ 
ul. he that all J do gladly ſaid the ko, 
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The firſt Example of the Empreſs. 

N the City of Rome was a Eurgeſs, whit 
= a fair Garden, wherein he had a noh 

Tree, the which every year bꝛought fo2th fruj 
of god virtue, fo2 whoſoever eat thereof th 
were fick of any manner of ſickneſs, oz lepꝛoſ 

he ſhould ſon be whole, and reccive his ſights 
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It happened on a day as the Burgeſs wet 
into his Garden to viſit the Tree, he eſpied un 
der the Tree a fair poung Imp, and calledt 
him the Gardiner, and ſaid: my friend of this 
poung Imp J give thee charge, fo2 J trult « 
that to plant a better Tree than this is. 2 
Gardiner ſaid: J ſtall it gladly do. Anothellc.; 
time the Eurgels came again into his Garde 'y | 
to viſit the young Plant, and it appeared unt 
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im that it grew not lo much as it Could do, 
end he ſaid to the Gardiner: how may this be, 
and he laid, it is no wonder, koz this great Tre 
ch ſo great arms and b2zanches , that the air 
may not come to the rot of the, young tree, then 
ſaid the Burgels, cut and hew off the arms and 
he boughs, that the air may come thereto, The 
Gardiner did as he commanded. The Burgeſs 
ame again another time to ſee the young Plant, 
IH and thought that it grew never the better, and 
eo to the Gardiner: what is it that letteth 
I this Plant not to grow now: and he ſaid, A 
I appole the height of the old Tre letteth the 
n, that the Rain may not come thereto, and 
therefo2e it cannot grow. Then laid the Maſter 
unto him, hew down that Tree to the ground, 
{02 J hope of this Plant to have a better than 
A Fever that was. The Gardiner hearing his 
IJ Falter, hewed dorm the Tree, and as lon as 
I chis was done, the poung Plant periſhed, and 
| come to ncught: wherefoze there came great 
harm; foz when the pez ſick people perceived 
chat the Trie was deſtroped (they curſed all 
chem that were Counſello2s and helpers there- 
to) by the which they oftentimes were healed 
Yand cured of their infirmities t then ſaid the 
Nempzeſs to her Low, underſtand pe what A 
EM heve laid: he anſwered, yea right well: then 
raid he, J will declare the meaning of that A 
J. ‚ The 
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The Declaration of the Exathple. 
Vis Tree, my Lord, betokeneth your moſt 
1 noble Perſon, how that with pour counſel 
and help, many. po and ſick folks are greatly 
tomfozted: and the poung Imp which is grown 
under the great Tree, is your accurſed Son; that 
now by cunning-beginneth to grow, and ſtu⸗ 
dieth firſt, how he might cut oft the arms any 
boughs of your might, and how to win him 
the Land and favotir of the people,yca and moze 
mtnaturally, imagineth to deſtroy your perſon, 
that he may himſelf reign, but what ſhall then 
enſue thereof: All poz and feeble people ſhall 
curſe them who might have deſtroyed pour Son, 
and have not yet done it: Therefoze J counſel 
vou, whilſt pou are in power, that pe deſtroy 
him, left the curſe cf che people fall upon pou, 
Then ſaid the Emperoz, pe have given me 

god counſel, to mozrow J ſhall condemn him 
to the vileſt death that can be thought upon, © 

When the day was, the Emperoz went and. 
lat in Judgment, and commanded his Servants 
to lead his Don to be hanged with Trumpets 
founding in token of death. As the Emperozs 
Son was led through the City, the common 
people began to weep and cry, Alas the onely 
Sen of the Emperoz is led towards his death: 
And therewithal came Pantillas the firſt Paz 7 
licr riding upon a Pozſe. When the ChildY< 
| law} 
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Faw him, he bowed his head, as though he ſaty, 
mind me, when pou come befoze my Father, 
ſ# hom J am led towards the Gallows. Then 
the Paſter laid to the Servants: Bake no 
haſte, for J hove, by the grace of God, thts day 
to deliver him from death. Then ſaid all the 
people: O god Paſſer, haſte you to the Palace, 
and ſave pour Diictple ; he lmote his hoſe 


> With his ſpurs till he came to the Palace, and 


i kneled to the Cmpero!, and did him reverence. 
by whom the @mpero? ſaid : it ſhall never be 
Y {0 thee god, who anſwered, J have deſerved a 
better reward. The Emperoz ſaid, thou left ; . 
fo2 J delivered my Son to thee well mannered, 
and now he is bzought home dumb, and hath 
ſought to wozk his will, to the lame of mp ver- 
tuous' Empzels, and the diſhonour of his Fa- 
thers Fed foz ever; therefoze this day ſhall he 
die; and ye ſhall die a ſhameful death. Then ſaid 


. © the Paſter, Lo2d,fozaſmuch as ycur Son ſpeak- 


eth not, the cauſe thereof God knoweth, and 
I without cauſe it is not, as you ſhall underſtand : 
and whereas you ſay, that he would have com- 
mitted the ſin of inkoꝛcement on your Empꝛels, 
13 (ball ſay to vou ot a truth: Ve hath bien in 
our company to the ſpace of ſixteen pears, and 
we never could perceive ſuch an abuſe by him: 
Thereſoze, my dear Lo2d, J ſhall ſhew you 
one thing, that if you put your Don to death foꝛ 

the wozds of peur Mike, it all happen to vou 
| C wozle 
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wozle than to a Knight , that killed his 1 
G2ey-hound (though the woꝛds of his wife) 
which ſaved his Don from death. Then ſaid the 
Emperoz to the Paſter: Tell me that Exam⸗ 
ple. The Paſter ſaid, Lo2d that ſhall J not do, 
fo2 befoze J ſhall end, your Son might be dead, 
and then without hope ſhould A rehearſe it: but 
if it pleaſe you this noble Example to hear, call 
again your Son till to mozrow; and as you 
think by reaſon, then do with him your pleas 
ſure. As the Empero2 heard that, anon he wil⸗ 
led the,Child to be called again : and in th 
mean time he let him in pꝛilon, while the Pas 
fter finiſhed his Tale; and then began in this 
manner following: 


The firſt Example of the firſt Maſter. 
Here was a raliant Knight had one onely 
Don, as pou have, which he loved ſo much 
that he ozdained fo2 his Keepers thꝛee Nouriſh- 
ers; the firſt ſhould give him luck, and fed 
him; the ſecond wach him, and keep him 
clean: And che third ſhould bzing him to his 
lleep and reſt. The night had alſo a Gꝛey⸗ 
hound and a Falcon, which he alſo loved right 
well. The G2ephound was fo god, that he ne⸗ 
ver ran at any Game, but he tk it, and held it 
till his Maſter came, And ik his Paſter diſpo-Þ; 
led him to go to any Wattel, it he ſhould not 
ſped therein, anon as he ſhould mount "mo 5 
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vote, the Gzephound would take his Vexſts 
tail in his mouth, and dzaw backward; and cry 
and how! marveloufiy loud. Bp thele ſigns 
and the oblervations thereof, the Bnight did 
always underſtand, that his journey ould have 
verp ill ſiteceſse, The Falcon was ſo gentle, 
and  hardp, that he was never caſt off to his 
Yep, but he tock it. 

The ſame Knight had great pleaſure in Juſt⸗ 
ing and Tourney, fo that upon a time, under 
s Caſtle he pꝛoclatmed a Tournpment, to the 
which came many great Lows and Knights. 
dis The Knight centred into the Tourney, and his 

Lady went with her Paidens to ſve it, and as 
they went out, after went the Nouriſhers, and 
left the Child lying in the Cradle in the Pall, 
where the OGzeyhound lap near the. Mall, and 
the Hauk oꝛ Falcon ſtanding upon a Pearch. 
In this Pall there was a Serpent lurking, to 
all them of the Caſtle unknown, which when 
ul he perceived they were all abſent, he put his 

head dut of his hole, and when he taw none but 
Iche Child in the Cradle, he went out ok his hole, 


„Icowardg the Cradle, to Have lain the Child. 


tuch ruffling with her wings, that the 


The Moble Fauleon D 
I bolving the Gzepheun that was gy ig 

XPp- 
jound-awakey and rote up; and when he lawthe. 
i Serpent near the Child, anon again# him He 
beaped, and they both fought ſo long, chat the 
3 T2 14 ers 
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Serpent had grievouſly wounded the G2ez 
hound, that he bled ſo ſoze, that the earth abou; 1 
the Cradle was bloody. The Ozepound where 
he felt himſelf grievoully wounded, tarts fiercaſ 
ly upon the Serpent, and fought ſo fo2e, aur; 
eagerly, that between them the Cradle was ac 
vertoſt wich the Ghild, the bottom upward aue 


TT haviug four pommels, which it fe 
upon, they ſaved the Child from having an, 
hurt: what can be moe expꝛeſt to make god tl 

wonder in this-pzeſervation of this Child : with: 
grest pain the Gzepound flew the Serpent}. 
laid him down again in his place, and licked hi 
wounds. Anon after as the Jufts and Tourne 
was done, the Nouriſhers came firſt into th 


Calle, and law the Cradle turned the u upſidþ;;. 
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Wown upon the carth, compaſſed round abou* 


pith blod, and the G2ephound alſo blody, and 


id among themſelves, that the Gzeyhoun® 
gad lain the Child: and were not ſo wiſe as to 
urn up the Cradle again with the Child, to 
& what was befallen: and ſaid, let us run a- 
way, left that our Baſter ſhould lay the blame 


pon us, and flap us. Running away they 


et the Knights wife, and ſhe ſaid unto them; 
Mherefoze make ye this ſozrow, and whether 
will you run: Then they laid, O TLadp, woe be 
6 us, and to peu ! Why ſaid ſhe, what is hap- 
ped - ſhew me: the Gzehound, they ſaid, that 


ur Lo:d and Paſter loved ſo well, hath devou- 


ed and fiain your Don, and lieth by the Wall 
U of blood. As the Lady heard this, ſhe pꝛe⸗ 
mtly fell to the carth and began to weep piti⸗ 


udp, and ſaid : Alas O my dear Son, are ye 
bus flain? What ſhall I novv do, that I have 
nine onely Son thus lofi? Yerewithal came in 
Ihe Knight from the Tourney, beholding his 


N 


Lay crying, he demanded wherefoze ſhe made 


great lamentation - She anſwered : O my 
prd, the Greyhound you loved fo much hath 
in your only Son, and lieth by the Wall, ſatia- 
ed vvith the blood of the Child. The Knight 
rc&eding angry went into the Hall; the Gzey⸗ 


Pound roſe to meet him, and did fawn upon him 
ts he was wont: But the Knight dzew out 


his Swozd, and with one ſtroke ſmote off the 
C 3 G2ep-/ 
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Gzephounds head; then he went to the Cravl 
where the Child lay, and found his Don whole 
and by the Child, the Serpent lap lam; andt 
divers ſigns , perceived the G2eyhound ha 
Kkill'd the Serpent fo2 the defence of my Chill 
Then with great ſozrow he toze his hair, an 
fatd : Wo is me that fo2 the wo2ds ef my wil 
I have flam my beſt Gzeyhound, which hat 
faved my Childs life, and flain the Serpent ve! 
therefoze J will put my (elf to penance, and (FS! 
he bꝛoke his (wo2d in thi picces,aud went to pe 
wards the Holy Land, and abode there all chijing 
days of his life. Then laid the Faſter to th far 
Emperoz; Le2d, underſtand ye what J hauf en! 
faid: and he anſwered, right well. The Paſta ha 
faid, if you put your Son to death fo2 the wowg he! 
of ycur wife, it ſhall happen to you wozſe tha 
it did to the Knight foz his G2eyhound, Thy 
Emperoz laid ; ye have ſhewed me a fair Exam 
ple: without doubt this day my Don (all ng 
die. Then ſaid the Paſter, if you do ſo, you Be 
wifefy ; and I thank you, that pcu have ſpareſ got 
him this day fo2 my lake. | - 
his 
The ſecond Complaint of the Empreſs. A ſoiſ the 
row mingled with mach cunning and falſq W. 
hood. wa 
\\ [Yen the Empreſs heard the Child wa ma 
not yet dcad, ſhe began to weep bitterlyÞthe 
and lat her down on the earth in aſhes , anf au 
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I would not lift up her head. When the Emperoz 
eſt heard that, he entred the Chamber, and ſaid un⸗ 
to her: O god Mike, wherekoze make you all 
al this ſozrow, and trouble your ſelf ſo much? She 
aid, ask pe that of me: know pou not what 
ſhame J have ſuffered of your unhappy Son, and 3 
vill ve have pzomiſed me that pou would ſe juſtice - 

aff] to be thereupon executed on him, and pet he li⸗ 
en veth Df a troth it will happen to you, as to a 
di Shepherd and a Boar. The Emperoz ſaid, A 
t tu pꝛay you ſhem me that Example foz my learn- 
thJing : She ſaid, yeſterday J ſhewed you one, and 
ti ſaw no good effect that came thercot : To what 
gau end ſhall J now do the like? Nevertheleſs J 
hall declare this noble Example unto pou, as 
bercakter you ſhall hear. 


The fecond Example of the Empreſs. 

here was ſome time an Emperoz which 
| had a great Fozreſt, wherein was a wild 
Boar, ſo cruel and fierce, that he devoured men 
going though the Fozeſt. The Emperoꝛ there- 
foze being right heavy, pꝛoclaimed thzoughout 
Ihis Dominions, That vvhoſoever could ſlay 
the Boar, ſhould have his only Daughter to bis 
4 Wife, and the Empire after his death. As this 
was in all places pꝛoclaimed, there was not one 
val man found that durſt give the adventure. Eut 
rl | there was a Shepherd, who thought in himſelf, 
1 might I: the Boar * and lap, J * 
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not cnly advance my ſelf, but alſo my generame 
tion and kindꝛed. So he tok his Shepherds ſte 
in his hand, went to the Fozreſt; and as the 
Woar had of him a ſight, he d2ew towards thai 
Verdiman, but he fo2- fear climbed into a Tree ! 
and then the Boar began to bite and gnaw thi 
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Tree, ſo that the Herd thought ſhoꝛtly he woulſſye 
have overthzew it. This Tree was loaden witll gee 
plenty cf ſruit, and the Herd gathered thereof 

and calf them to the Ecar, inſomuch that whem zu 
che was filled therewich, he laid him down 1 
llep; which when the Herd perceived, be by gre 
little and little deſcended the Tree, and wil in 

the one hand clawed the Poar, and with ti 
other held him about the Tre, and ſ&ing tai ge 
Eoar ſlept very ſoundly, d2awing out his ps 1 

more. 
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craMmote the Fear to the heart, and killed him, 
talland ſhoꝛtly after wedded the Empero2s Daugh⸗ 
ther: and after the death of her Father, he was 
; thamave Emperoz. Then ſaid ſhe, my Lom, wot 
r not what J have ſaid: Ye ſaid, right well: 
th Then laid ſhe, this mighty Scar betekeneth 
zur meſt noble Perſon, againſt whom map 
uo man withſtand , neither by wildem, noz 
erength. This Shepherd with his Staff, to 
J the perſon of ycur ungratious Son, who with 
bis Dtaff of cunning, beginneth to play with 
1 you as the Þerd{man clawed the Xoar, made 
him lp, and after killed him. In the ſame 


% 


Amanncr, the Paſters ok your Don, by thoſe 
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| falſe fables and Narrations claw you, and cloſe 
wich peu, until your Son ſlay you , that he 
may reign, Then ſaid the Empero2 : God foz- 
Ilbid they ſteuld do to me, as he did to the wild 
car; and he ſad unto her: this day my Son 
tail die; and ſhe anſwered, it you do fo, then do 
oulYye wiſely. Then the Emperoꝛ the ſccondtime 
ſitting in Judgment, commanded to lead him 
coJto the place of Crecution appointed foz that 
ee purpale. Whilſt he was going, the ſecond 
n Faſter come beſoze the Emperoz, doing him 
e H great reverence, as befoze he ſyewed in the com- 
wiel ing of the firſt Paſtcr, to whom the ſecond 
ti PBaſter ſaid : O my Lo2d and Emperoꝛ, if your 
could lay your Don fo2 the wozds of paur 
ameITiſe, it ſhall happen worſe to you, than it did 
not 5 | fo 
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to a certain Knight, which fo2 the woꝛds of hi 
Wife was unjuſtly put upon the Pillozp. 2 
Emperoꝛ ſaid, O god maſter, tell me how th 
happened : and he ſaiv, Pp Low, J ſhall ngjLov 
ſay it, unleſs pou. will call pour only Son fromund! 
the death, until the example be told, which ik &man 
turn not ycu from pour purpoſe, then your wil} 3 
be fulfilled $ then the Emperoz commanded thqawa 
Child Gculd be called again : And after thigthe 
manner following, the ſecond Paſter vegatyroſe 


Ut 
ram! 
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to tell. a the 
wer 

The Example of the ſccond Maſter, tt t 

it 1 


I a City was an ancient Knight, whichſtan 
wedded a young Wike and fair, as pe have dw: 
done, whom he loved above all carthly things gtov 
The Knight was a very circumſpect and carekulſin. 
DYusband, inſomuch that every night he locked doi 
the do2 with his own hands, and laid the keyg]no! 
under his Bede⸗ head. In that City was a Lauſke1 
oꝛ Cuſtom, that at a certain hour in the night althe 
Fell was uſed to be rung, that after the ringing|UE 
of the (aid Bell, if any man oz woman were byſacc 
the Watch-men found about the ſtreets, all that ze 
night they ſheuld be kept in PuUſon, and on theſ tre 
mo2row let upon the Pillozp, that all people 5 
might be hold them. 
The ſaid night had little luſt of flechly derds, lis 
to e e deſires * appetites of his poung * 
TWiig 
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f hig Wife > wherefo2e every night ſhe having a Pas 
Thitamour, her Yusband ſleeping, twk the keys 
thagfrom under his Beds⸗head, and went to her 
'neſLove 3 and when ſhe came again, laid the keys 
romunder her Husbands head: and thus they played 
if iſmany time. | 
wil} It happened upon a night that the Knight 
thqawaked from his ite p, and miſled his wife, and 
thigthe keys under his Beds⸗head, whereupon he 
gatjroſe up and went unto the dozs, and found 
them open, the which he bolted faſt within, and 
went up again into his Chamber and loked out 
fit the Window towards the Street: and when 
it was near the third Cocks Crow, his Mike 
hichſtame from her beſt Beloved, and found the 
aveſdo2 ſhut and bolted within: then was ſhe ſo2- 
NS4rowful : Nevertheleſs ſhe knocked to have come 
efulſin. Then Tpake. the Knight out of the Min⸗ 
kei dow, O thou molt wicked and unclean Wife, 
eys now J know that many times thou haſt fozſa- 
.aWken my Bed, and gone and done Adultery; now 
it aſthou ſtalt ſtand until the Bell be rung, that the 
ing Match⸗men map take thee, and do with thee 
by accoꝛding to the Law. His Wife an{wered: By 
hat od, why do you lay that to me: Fo2 in very 
theſtroth, the taule of my being abzoad was fo2 no 
plejitl , but J was by my Mothers Maid fetch- 
[ed in the night; and when J ſaw you fleep fo 
ds[ſweetly, J durſt net awake you becauſe pe are 
1 Alp, and therefoze J tok the keys and went to 
1 my 


- 
4 } 
« — 


OY 


The Seven Wife: - 
my. Pother, who is ſoze ſick, that J fear of 
mozrow ſhe muſt be annointed, oz annihiley® tt 
Hot withſtanding, becauſe J would not you « * 
fend, J have haſted again unto pou, and have 
left her lying in great pain; therekoze J pzay Pet 
vou fo2 the love cf God, let me in befoze th jar 
Bell ringeth. The Knight anlwered: ye Cant 
not come in, you mull abide there until the Bell a0 
ringeth, and until the Watch-men come am 
take you: then ſaid ſhe, that would be to you, and 
and to me, and unto all our friends and kind2ed 
a great ſhame 3 therckoze fo2 the reverence al 
Almighty God let me in. Then laid he, have 
in thy mind, evil and falſe Wife, how olten⸗ 
times thou haſt fozlaken my Bed, and done Az 
dultery: it is much better thou ſufier ſhame d 
and bewail foꝛ thy ſins here in this wozld, tha 
to ſuffer pain in Hell. She ſaid again to him; | 
I pꝛay you fo2 the love of him that was cruci⸗ 
fied, and died on the Croſs, have mercy vn m 
The Knight ſaid, thou labcureſt in vain, fol 
thou ſhalt tarry the coming of the Watchme 
She hearing that, laid: mp Lo2d, pe know by 
this do ſtandetha Mell, if you let me not come“ 
in, J Gall there down my ſelf rather than all Ml 
mp friends ſhould be ſhamed fo2 me: then 
ſaid he, would to God thou hadſt been dzownedÞ 
long befoze thou cameſt in my ed. As they 
thus ſpake the Mon went down, and all Was 18 
very dark : then laid he, if it will be no other | 
wile]: 
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of we, J fall d2own my elf 3 but pet befoze, like 

a; a true Chziſtian Woman, J will make mp 

Teſtament : Firſt, I bequeath to God my ſoul 

g end my body to be buried in the Church of St. 
1 peter: and all other things and gods that God 
hath ſent me, J give vou, to diſpole foꝛ my ſoul 

— after pour dilcretion. And when ſhe had thus 
gell aid, ſhe went unto the Mell, and there lying 
am great ſtone, with both her arms ſhe likt up, 
on, and laid: Rus ba dzown my ſelf, and ſo caſt the 
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wal Ns e je down into the Mell, and went again pꝛi⸗ 
y and ſtod by the do2, The Knight hearing 

he noile, crit d with a very loud voice: Alas, a⸗ 

1 i, my lwert wile is d2owned, and haſtily 
wastme down, and ran to the Mell. And when 
her zun the de open, pꝛeſently the entred, ann 
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locked the doz, and went up into the Cham 


The Ming ſtod by the Well, and wept bitterly, 
and ſaid: Wo to me, J Lave now loſt my bet 
beloved WifezCurſed be the time that J made 


faſt this do2 againſt her. When the Lady heard 


that'; ſhe ſaiv, O thou curſed old G2epſard, 


ber, aud lay and loked cut of the Mindow 


Fat 


— 


why ttandeft thou here at this time of the 
night: was not my body ſufficient ? Mhere⸗ 


foze ds you go thus every night to peur Yarlots | 


and leave my bed: As he heard the voice of hie 


Mike he was right glad, and ſaid : Eleſled be a 


God that yet ſhe is not dꝛowned: But my god 


Lady, where fore do you lay ſuch things again 


me: J thought to have chaſtiſed pou, and there⸗ 


koꝛe J locked the dooz, but in no wiſe J iutend⸗ . 
ed to dur peril: ye know well what ſozrow]. 


A made fo2 you, when I heard pou fall into the 
Well; and therefoze A came, thinking to have 
helped you, Whereupon ſhe ſaid, thou lieff, J 


never committed ſuch faults as thou lapeſt to 


me, but it appeareth by a common Pꝛoverb, he 


that is guilty o2 culpable himſelf of a ſin, , to | 
the 


eth every man to be in the ſame 3 oz elſe 
Father never ſought the Don in the Oven er⸗ 
cept he had bern therein himſelf, In like caſe 
conceſveſt thou a falfe ſutmiſe of me: But o 4 
thing J pꝛomiſe thee, thou ſhalt abide there till 
the Watchmen come, and the Well be rung 


that they may lead thee befoze the Judges) t 
A | 


v. 
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and ſuffer the Law, Then ſafd the 


I Knight : Therefoze lap pou fuch things to me 


that am eld, in potent, and unwet to delight in 


| ſuch a game: 3 have dwelt long in this City, 


and never was dciamed ; thercfoze ict me in, 
that to nie; 02 your (elf you do no ſſamc. She 
laid; Fe lay in vain, it is better ye fo2e4hink 
our fins in this Wold, than in Pell: Pave 
mind what the Wile ran laich: Apoor man 
Proud, a rich man a Lyer, aud an old man a 


vol, God hateth : ſo be ycu, a Fol, and Rich, 


bat ned pen to fanter me, and cannot be 


ontent when pou have the fle wer of my youth 
t your plcalure, but ret runneft to Parlots; 
id therefoꝛe it is the great grace of Ged, that 


Pou have time to fozethink it, left you ould be 


— foꝛ mo2e fins : cheretoꝛe ſuficr fome 
mance patiently. The Knight iatd: O my belt 


We lobed Lady, alchcugh it be fo : God is mer- 


iful, and acketh nothing of a finner, tut that 
he amend his life, and do penance fo2 his fins 
Now let me in, and J will make amends, 
dhe (aid : What Devil made pou {s god a 
cher? but pet pou come not in. As they 

3 ſpake the bell rung, then he intreaced ve⸗ 
1 ſaying: New ſufler me to come in, 
hat J be not ſhamed fo2 cver, She anſwered, 


nee ringing of the Fell doth poztend the 


kalch of pour ſoul, And as this was ſaid, pꝛe⸗ 
ly came the Watch-men about the City 
and 


\ 
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and found the Knight ſtanding in the ſtreet, at 
ſaid to him; O god man, it is not god that 
ſtand here in this hour of the night. As . 
heard this voice of the Watchmen, ſhe lat 
God Fellows, avenge me on that old accurſe 
Whoze-hunter, fo2 ye know whole Daughter 
am: this accurſed old man is wont every nig! 
to leave mp Bed, and go to his Who?es, J hay 
long fozbo2n him, and would not complain o 
him to my friends, but J truſted that he woul 
have amended his miſ-rule, but it helpeth not 
Therefoze puniſh him after the Law, that al 
ſuch old Dotards may take example by him 
Then the Match⸗men twk him, and all nig] 
chaſtiſed him in P2iſon, and on the mozrow pt 
him on the Pilloꝛy. Now ſaid the Paſter to th 
Emperoz, Lo2d have pou underſtod what 
have ſaid 2 and he ſaid right well. Then (e 
the Paſter, if pou put to death your Don; b 
the inſtigation of pour Wife, it ſhall chance ut 
to you wozſe than to the Knight, 

The Empero: laid, ſhe was the wozit woma 
that ever J heard of, that ſo falflp bzought he 
Husband to ame and rebuke: J ſay, Paſte 
ſo2 this, example my Son ſhall not die this da] 
The Paſter laid unto him, if you do ſo, you 1 
wiſely, and hereafter you ſhall joy: ſo J con 
mit you to God, and thank you fo2 pour patit 
bearing, and. ſparing of peur Don; and ſo 
departed, 
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The third Complaint of the Empreſs, more full 
of cunning and forrow than the former. 

Een the Empꝛels heard the Child was 

not dead, ie wept btitteriy, and enter d 

her pꝛivy Chamber, and toze her skin with her 


g nails, and with a loud voice cryed, Alaſs, that 


Jever J was bozn, that \s great a Kings Daugh⸗ 
ter ſtould be thus intreated and ſtamed; and 
can have no remedy. Mer Gentleweman hear- 
ing this, went and ſhewed it to the Emperoz, 
and he went unto her, and comfe2ted her, ſaying, 


my © Lady, werp not ſo, foz it behoveth pou not. 
bo anſwered, the love that J owe unto pou, 


A maketh me moe ſozrow than the contempt of 
death: Foz why the inward love of your heart 
F hath hitherto p2ohibited me, that J have not 
ug returned into my Country to mp Father: but 
FI fear (ould J do ſo, it might turn to your 
harm; foz he is mighty to honour me with 
riches, and to revenge my quarrel in ſuch wiſe 
Mas you might repent it. Whereunto ſaid the 


- IFCmpero?, let that paſs out of your mind, noz 


1 repent it any mo2e,to2 as long as J live, J ſhall 
never fail you, And ſhe ſaid, Lo2d, J pzap God 
vou may long live: but A fear it may happen 
to you, as it befel to a Knight and his Son, that 
would not bury his Fathers head in the Church 


Pard, pet his Father died foz him. Then laid 


the * ſhew me the Example, that he 
* D weuly 
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would not bury his Fathers head; ſhe al, 
Ttall do it fo2 your pꝛofit. 


The Third Example of the Empreſs. ta 

N the City of Rome there was a Knig 

which had two Daughters and one Don. T 
Knight had ſuch delight in Hunting, Jufting 
and Tournp, that all things he might win at 
get, he ſpent in thereupon. In that time live 
an Emperoz named Octavian, which in riche 
of Gold and Silber exceeded other Kings m 
Painces; in ſo much that he had a Tower fy 
of Gold, and ozdained a Knight to have tl 
Keeping and charge thereof, This Knight 1 
Punting, Juſting, and other idle Games, ca 
to ſo great poverty, that he was fozced out 
the extremity of his adverſe foztunes, to ſe 
his Meritage; and called to him his Son, an 
fad, By Son, it behoveth me of pour — 
fo2 neceſſity compelleth me to ſell mine Meri 


tage, o2 elſe to find ſome other way, whereh 7 
A may live: Fo2 if J ſhould ſell mine Mer il 
tage, vou and your Siſters would periſh. The i 
the Son ſatd, Father, if pou can find any man I 
ner of means, without ſelling pour Heritage J 
I ſhould be ready to help you. The Fathe 5 
ſaid, J have thought on a god counſel : The 2 
Emperoꝛz hath a great Tower full of Gold; by q 
night-time let us with Inſtruments dig an i 
hew though the Tower, and let us take of thi 3 


Gol 
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Gold as much as (fall ſuffice us. Whereunto 
the Son anſwered, that counſel cannot be amen- 
ded 2 fo2 it is better of the Empcrozs Gold to 
take (to help us) then to ſell our Heritage. 


Do they arole in the night, and went to the 
Tower, and with Inſtruments made an hole 
thozow the Mall, and cok as much Gold as 
they could both carry away at that time: And 
the Knight payd his debts, and haunted again 
Juſts as he did befo2e, until all was conſumed, 
In the mean while the Keeper of the Treature 
went into the Tower; and when he law the 
Treaſure ſtoln, and a great hole made th2ough . 
the wall, he began to wax ſoꝛe afratv, and went 
unto the Emperoꝛ, and ſhewed what had befel, 
To whom the Emperoꝛ ſaid all angry. What 
| | D 2 needs 
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nds. thou to ſew me that: Yave A not deli⸗ 


vercd to thee my treaſure : therckoze of thee J 


will ask it. Auon as the Keeper heard that, he 
went to the Tower again, and ſet befo2e the 
hole a great Ueſſel full of Pitch melted, with o⸗ 
ther Gins of ſubtillity, that no man might come 
in at the hole, but he muſt needs fall into that 
Ueſicel, and if he had therein fell, he could no 
moze come out of it. Not long after the Knight 
had all the Gold conſumed and ſpent, and went 
again with his Son to ſteal moze Gold: And 
as the Father went in firſt, anon he was fal- 
len into the Uellel full ok Pitch to the neck; 
and when he ſaw he was taken, and could not 
get out, he ſaid to his Don, follow me not: 
{02 if thou doſt, thou canſt not cſcape by any 


means, Then ſaid the Son, God defend that 1 


ſhould not help pou : Foz if you are found we 
. are all dead; and if you map not be holpen by 
me, J fall fe&k counſel how pou map be delive⸗ 
red. The Father ſaid, there is no other coun- 
[el but with thy Swoꝛd ſmite of my head, and 
as my 1Eody is found without an Mead, no 
man {fall know me, and ſo thou and mp 
Daughters may eſcape this wozldly ſhame, 
and death. The Son laid: Father, pe have 
given the beſt counlel: Foz if it were ſo 
that any man might perceive anp knowledge 
of you, none of us all all eſcape death; and 
it is expedient that pour head be — off: 

| non 
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Anon he dꝛew out his Sword, and ſmote off his 
Fathers head, and call it into a pit, and then 
went and ſhewed unto his Siſters all the mac⸗ 
ter; who many days after pꝛivilp bewailed the 
death of their Father, After this the Keeper of 
the Treaſury came into the Tower, and found 
a Wody without a Head: whereas he wondzed 
ſoze, and ſhewed it to the Emperoz; to whom 
he laid: Bind the Jody to the Tail ok an 
Mozſe, and ſo dzaw him thozow all the ſtreets 
of the City, and diligently take god heed if ye 
hear any cry o2 weeping : UWhereſoever ye do 
hear that, he was Lo2d of the Bouſe; take all 
them and the Body, dꝛaw them to the Gallows 


and hang them. The which the Emperozs 
Servants fulfilled accozding to His commands 


ment. And as they came againſt the Boule 
of the dead night, the Daughters ſeeing the 
Fody cf their dead Father, made a marvelous 
great ſhꝛiek, and wept piteouſly , And as their 
W2other heard that, he wounded himſelf with 
a Knife , ſo that great plenty of blod came 
out of his wound: The Oftiiccrs when they 
heard the cry, entredthe Houle, and demanded 
the cauſe of their clamour. Then anſwered 
the Son, they lament becauſe J am thus 
wounded; fo2 when my Siſlers ſaw the blood ſo 
aboundantly go out, as you lee, they began to 
weep and cry: and when the Officers law the 
wound, they believe his wozds, and lo went aud 


e hang d 
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hang'd the Knights Pody upon the Gallows; 
where he hung a long time, and his Son would 
neither take his body down from the Gallows, © 
no2 yet bury his head. The Empꝛels ſaid un⸗ 
derſtand pe what J have ſaid 2 the Cmperoz 
ſaid, right well. | 


The Declaration of the Example. 

Hen ſpake the Cmp2eſs thus: By Lozd, 

fear it will ſo chance to pou and to your 
Son: the Knight fo2 the love cf his Son was 
made pw2 , and firſt he committed Theft, aud 
brake the Tower: ſecondly cauſed himſelf to 
be beheaded, that his Childzen ſtould have no 
frame, After the Son cal his head into the 
Dike, and buried it not, neither in Church noz 
Church-yard 3 and his body he ſuffercd to hang 
ſtill on the Gallows; ik he could not have ta- 
ken it down in the day, he might well have 
done it in the night. In the lame manner ye 
labour night and day, that ye may pꝛomote ycur 
Son to honour and Riches 3 but without doubt 


be laboureth fo2 your deſtruction, that he may |. 


reign alter you in your Empire. Therefoze A 
adviſe pou ſpeedily to take away his life, who 
living, would ſuddenly pꝛove the deſtrugion of 
pours, The Empero? laid: you have ſhewed 
me a god example, The:Lnights Son, when 
he had ſmitten off his Fathers head, would not 
Lury it; Without doubt my Jon ſhall not 5 


DSOngo Can yt Rr GG Oo Oo WC og goQGgogoNd Nd = 


_ 


MASTERS. 


ſo to me. Then anon he commauded his Offi- 


ters, that they ſhould lead him to the Gallows, 


Jand they all obeyd his Commandment halli⸗ 
II. As they led him though the ſtreets, the 


people made a great noiſe and lamentation, 


Icrring, Alaſs, alaſs, the only Son of the 
1] Empero? is led again towards the Gallows z 
Jand as they led him the third Paſter named 


Craton , came riding upon an Mozſe; and as 
the Child ſaw him, he bewed down his head to 
him, and as though he had ſaid, have mind upon 
me. The people cryed, ſaping: O god Maſter 
me ke haſte and ſave pour Duciple; ſo he lmote 
his hozſe with his Spurs, and haſted to the 
Palace, And when he came befoze the Ems 
peroz, he henourably ſaluted him. Who ſaid, . 
thy coming hither ſtall nothing avail the, 
fo2 J think it long until J be avenged on thee, 
The Maſter replied, J hoped at my coming to 
have been welcome, and to have hada better re⸗ 
ward, and not ſo to be rebuked. The Emperoz 
laid, as ye have deſerved, ſo all it be to you, 


To whom he ſaiv, By Lozd, what have J de⸗ 


ſerved 2 The Emperoz ſaid, ye right well de⸗ 
ſerve death: foz A delivered you my Son 
well ſpeaking, and well mannered, to be in⸗ 
fozmed and taught, and ye have delivered him 
again unto me dumb, and a Ribauld, To 
which the Paſter anſwered : in that pou ſay be 
is dumb, that J commit to God, For he maketh 
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the dumb to ſpeak. and deaf to hear. Eut in that 
you ſap, he weuld have enkoꝛced pour wile, that 
frould J gladly know, ik any creature hath ſen 


that: fo2 there is no-malice above the malice cf 


a woman, and that J fall pꝛove by a god Ex⸗ 
ample, that a woman is full of falſkwd and un⸗ 
known decc it: and if you put to death ycur Don 
fo2 the woꝛds of pour wife, it ſhall happen unto 
vcu as it did to a Nobleman and his Mife, and 
his Pye, which he loved marvelcully. To whom 
the Empercz ſaid, 3 pꝛap pou tell me how that 


women are full cf malice and lcaſings, who {awd 


I all not ew it 3 but it peu will firft call a⸗ 
gain your Don from death, then at your plca⸗ 
ſure J fall Few the Example. Then the Em⸗ 

ero2 made his Son to be called again, aud put 
in Pziſen. And the Pater began to tell the 
Example in manner following. 


| The Example of the Third Miſter. 
"FE was in a City a rich Furgels that 
had a J ye, which he loved fo well, that e- 
very day he taught her to ſpeak Latin and Ye- 
bew; and when he had learned her perfectly to 
lpeak theſe two Languages, all that ſhe ſaw 

and heard, ſhe ſhe wed and told her alter. 
This Young-man had a fair young wife, as 
ye have, che which he loved full well, but ſhe on 
the contrary loved him not, becauſe be was not 
pf that lalctvious perkozmance, to anſwer her 
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Luſts accoding to her deſires: Therekoze he 
had another poung man, that ſhe loved above 
her Yusband : and always as her Yusband 


Pye as ſhe eſpyed that, told it to her Maſter 
at his coming home, in ſuch a manner, as the 
noiſe ran all over the City of her Adultery ; 
whereſoze her Pusband many times bzaawled 
and chid with her, ſhe anſwered him, pe believe 
your curſed Pye, which as long as the liveth, 
ſhall alwayes make betwirt us variance and 

dilcozd : and he laid, the Pye cannot lye; foz 
what ſhe ſ&th and heareth, that ſhe telleth me, 

and therefoze J believe her moze than 7 
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it foztuned that this man went into a farKydt 
Country, abont his Merchandize: and as ſonſhe | 
as he was gone, his Wiſe lent fo2 her Friend 
and Love, to ſolace and make god cheer with ki 
him: but he durſt not come by dap⸗light, b 
abode until the Evening, leſt he ſhould be ſen 
of the people, and when the night was come, WT 
he knocked at the Gate, and ſhe was ready and 
opened it. He laid, J fear that the curſed Pye 
tall accuſe me; fo2 by her is come great flan- { 
der upon us thoꝛow all the City. Enter in, the 
ſaid, boldly and fear not. As they ould paſs 
thozow the Pall, where the Pye was in her e 
Cage, the heard him ſay theſe wozds : O mp f 
molt beloved, A fear me greatly, leſt that the 
- Pye Gould bewzay us: and as the Mike heard 
that, ſhe ſaid, be Cill fol, it is dark, ſhe may 
not ſee you. Then the Pye hearing that, ſaid, if Jin 
Flee thee not, J hear thy voice, and thou doſt tha 
wꝛong to mp Paſter, fo2 thou fleepeſt with my Ihe 
Piſtrels: aud when my Paſſer cometh, J shall Jth; 
tell him. The young man hearing that, laid, p 
told J nct ysu, that the Pye would vilcover us 2-Þ ſhe 
and the Wife lata, fear not, oz this night we be 
wilt be avenged on the Pye , and ſo they en- ta 
cred into the Chamber, and ſlept together that Þ th 
night. About miv-night the Wife aroſe, and Þ he 
called her Paid, and laid, fetch me a Ladder; | 
and let it up to the rok of the houſe , that J 
May avenge me on the Pye, The Paid did ſo, 
<4 any 
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dthey went up both, and made a hole though 
The covering of the houſe, right over the Pye, 
nd there theꝛow caſt Sand, Clay, Stones, and 
Water upon the Pye, inſomuch that the pez 
dye was almoſt dead. And on the mozrow the 
ounc man went cut carly at the back dez, 
When the god man was come home, as his 
iſfom was, he went and viſited the Pye, and 
aidto her, O Pye, my beloved Eird, tell me, 
n- How thcu hait fared the while J have been cut e 
he Phe laid, Paſter, J will teli you tydings that 
ts E have heard: your Mile as ſon as you were 
Er gone, by the night time ſte let a man come in; 
1p fand as ſon as A heard that, J told him that J 
he could ſht w it you at your coming home, yet ſhe 
rd led him into your Chamber, and ſept with him 
1 Jall night: You ask me allo how J have done 
ik Jin your ablence, and J ſay to you of a truth 
It Fthat J was never ſo nigh my death, as J was 
iy that ſame night, with Snow, Bail, and Rain, 
It chat fell upon me lo long together, that A 
d, Iwas almoſt left foz dead. The Wife when 
'*-Iſhe heard that, ſaid to her Husband: Sir, you 
de believe your Pye, now you may hear what ſe 
I= Faith, ſhe complaineth that in the ſame nighc / 
IC there fell lo much Snow, Pail, and rain upon 
d her, that ſhe was almoſt dead: and pet there 
3 vas nene of them that ſame night, fo2 there 
I | was not in the year a clearer and fairer night 
2 than it was 3 and thereloze from n bes 
ieve 
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lieve her not. Then went the god man to hipher 
Neighbours, and asked of them if in that nighyſ th 
were any Tempeſt oz Rain : they anſwerewith 
that ſome of them walked that night, and in aſſed 
that night there was not ſen a fairer night ud | 
Then went he to his houſe and-ſatd to his wifeſmy 
I have found you in a truth, fo2 the night wagſmy | 
very fair and clear, as J underſtod of pouuffald 
Neighbours. You may now know cf a truth,Þ02 | 
ſaid ſhe, that the Pye is a lier with her leaſings poul 
the hath ſown much diſcozd betwirt us: moze⸗ per 
over, Jam defamed though the City by her {Pa 
falſe leaſings. Then the Burgeſs went unto theÞer! 
Pye, and laid; wherefo2e haſt thou made lies wel 
bet wirt me and my wife? is this the thanks J]wil 
have {o2 the meat that J was wont to give thee au 
with mine owu hands every day 2 and thou haſt in 
thereby bzought my Wife into great diſgrace me 
though all the City, The Pye an(werey, Jtrv 
God knoweth J cannot lie, foz that which J ſaw Þthe 
and have heard A ſlewed you. Then laid he, Ith! 
thou lieſt, thou halt ſaid unto me, that in the ſat 
fame night was hail, ſnow, and rain, that thou pe 
had near hand loſt thy life, which is falſe, Im 
and therefoze from hencekozth thou ſhalt make 
no moe leaſings noꝛ diſcoꝛd bet u ixt me and my 
wife and ſo tok the Pye and b2ake her neck, | \ 

When as the Wife ſaw that,*ſhe was glad |. 
and laid: now thou haſt done well, now map [1 
we all our days live in ref} and peace. And It 
— | when 
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hen he had Cain the Ppe, he lok'd up andſaw 
ichiſſin the top of his houſe a Ladder, and a Ueſſel 
ralwith water, ſand, and ſtones: and when he be- 
t allſhcld that, he perceived the fal;od of his wife, 
chi&ud cryed with a loud veice 2 wo to me, that fox 
bike my wives woꝛds J have lain mp Pye, and alſo 
mp ſolace and joy is loſt, the which in all things 
'ourflaid to me truth. And as he had thus done anon 
uch oz lozrow he left his Berchandize, and all his 
gs, houle, and went towards the Yoly Land, and ne⸗ 
es per returned home again to his wife. Then the 
her alter ſaid to the Emperoz, Sir, have pou un- 
thederitod what J have laid: he an{wered, right 
ieg well. The Waſter ſaid, was not this a curſed 
$ Jwite, that ſo by her falſ@d, deceit, and cunning, 
he Jrauſed the Pye to be ſlain ; the Emperor laid, 
aſt Jin troth ſhe was full of falſeneſs : it pittieth 
ice me greatly to think upon the Pye, which fo her 
ep, true ſaying loſt her like. Uerily J ſay unto you 
ww that you have told me a very fair Example, 
je, Itherefoze this day my Don ſhall not die. Then 
he hid the Paſter, Sir, pcu do wiſely,and Ithank 
du you that you have ſpared pour Sen this day fo 
e, Imy lake, and ſo to God J commend you. 
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P The Fourth Complaint of the Empreſs. 

K. Hen the Empꝛels heard that the Child 
L was not dead, ſhe made great neile, and 


v crying in ſuch wile, that ſhe was heard thozow 
d che Palace, and ſaid ; wo unto me that ever I 
was 
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was made Empꝛels; would to God J had di = 
when J was firſt bought into theſe pat 
When the Emperoz heard the cry that Lal 
made, he entred into the Chamber, and conf} ** 
fozted Her as much as he could, and demande * 
the cauſe of her lamentation. Mho laid: 4 
mine own Low, have you no wonder, thougſt © | 
that J be in this ſozrow and agony 3 to2 A a 11 
pour Mike, and in your company, by pour Ds 
J am aſhamed; ye ſaw lately the bloody mark 
of his enkozcement upon my tender fleſh, an 
Von have p2omiſed me, that he therefoze ſtou 
ve hanged, and pet he liveth: wherekoze ſhouly 
J not be ſozry - The Cmpero? anſwered: by 


content, and J ſhall do juſtice upon my Bont — 
mozrow : J fozboze him yeſterday, at the mo 5 


ving of one ok his Paſters by an Tramp , 
Then ſaid Fe, have pou fo2bid to do juſtice fe . 

one wozd: were it ſo, pet fo2 a wozd pe (Foul ; 
not let to do juſtice: and ye ſay, fo2 the exam 
cf cne Faſter pe have left it. J fear me hy 
ſtall happen to you and pour Paſters, as un} 
on a time it foztuned, unto an Emperoz wi 
his ſeven Mile Paſters. The Emperoz ſait 
J pꝛap you tell me that Example. She laid 
to what intent ſhould J labour in pain + Foy}, 
peſterdap J ſte wed you a god example, and i} 
avatled not; and whatſoever J thew pon foꝛ He 
nour and p2ofit, that the Maſters of pour 0 
turn to pour deſtrucion, as in the p2eſens 
— exams 


MASTERS. 
example, I all clearly few unto yott. To 
whom the Emperc2 ſaid : O my beſt beloved 
Lady, ſhew me that example, by the ſame A 
may beware, fo2 though in my clemency J gave 
Jene days bencfit of life to my Son, J fall not 
Jchereſoze give Him his like; koz what's deferred 
dun is not fozgotten, She ſaid, gladly ſhall A ſhew 
| and it to your pꝛefit, and began to tell as felloweth, 


The Fourth Complaint of the Empreſs. 


Ometimes there was in the City of Rome, 
Seven Wile Maſters, by whom the Em⸗ 
-pire was governed; and the Emperoꝛz that then 
ni was, did never attempt any thing without the 
mol Counſel of his Paſters: whereupon they per- 
pl, ceiving that the Emperoz was lo affected to 
a them, that witheut them he would not oꝛdain 02 
dull do any thing deviſed by their arts and cunning, 
that the Emperoꝛ ſhould clearly ſ& as long as 
he was in the Palace, but as ſon as he was 
out, he ſfould become blind; and ſo did they, 
that they might the mo2e freely have the deal⸗ 
ing themſelves of all things that appertained to 
the Empero?2 3 by which they won great p2ofic 
and lucre of gods: and after they had wꝛought 
the experiment, they could never change it. 
| 102 undo it afterwards; but the Emperoz 
abode ſtill blind many years : And the Deven 
| Paſters made and p2oclaimed throughout 4 
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Empire, that if any man had dꝛeamed à dzean 
he Gould come unto them with a Flozent g 


kale 
deſi 


Gold oꝛ Silver, and they would expeund the i thu 
terp2etation ok his D2eam t whereby, and b — 
other unjuſt means, they obtained much mon 

ſubſtance and money of the people then the E 5 


pero did. So upon a time, when he lat at the 
Table with his Empzels, he began to ſigh a 
ſozow in himlelk, and when ſhe perceived that 
ſhe enquired diligently of him the cauſe, The 
Emperoz ſaid, ſhould it not be Heavy and lo; 
rowlul unto me, that J ſo long have been blind 
and cannot ſee out of my Palace, and pet fin! 
no rcemedy: Zo whom ſpake the Empzels ant 
laid: Lozd hear my counſel, and it {all neve 

repent you, if pou vid thereafter, In pour Court 
you have ſeven Wile Paſters, by whom ye ant 
- ail the Empire is governed; if pou mark, ye 
Tall find they are the cauſe of pour blindneſs t 
and ik it be ſo, they are wozthy to die a moſt: 
ſhamekul death: Therefoze herd mp advice 

firit lend foz them, and ſhew to them your infir- 
mity, and thꝛeaten them en their lives that 
they ſhould finy ſome ſpeedy remedy to help you 
of peur ſickneſs, and Uindneſs. This Counſel 
picated the Emperoz well. And anon he ſent 
fo the Ma ers: and when they were come, the 
Emperor 0 "FWD unto them his infirmity, and 
Ulindneſs, and charged them on pain of death, 
that they {ould p2elently ſ&k ſome remedy > 
N Cale 
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a4 eaſe him thereof. Then anſwered the : Py 
A deſire of us a thing that is difficult to be done 
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thus ſhoztly, but give us reſpite fo2 two days, 
and we will give pou pour full anfwer⸗ The 
Emperoz was there withal well contented; 


1 Then. the ſeven wiſe Paſters went unto | 
4 Counſel, how they might reſtoze him his light - 
4 again , and in no wile could they find the 


means how to put away the blindneſs from the 
Empero2 : wherefoze they were all right ſoz⸗ 


rowful, and ſaid among themſelves ; Without 


we find a remedy, we are all but dead men, 


So they thzoughout all the Empire ſought if 


they could find any Remedy oz Counſel there- 
foze. It hapned upon a time going though 
the City, in the midſt thereof they found chil- 
dzen playing, and after them came. a man with 
a Talent oz Flozent of Gold, and ſaid to them 
God Paſters , this night have J dzeamed a 


. Dzeam, the interp2etation wheres: J would 


fain know : wherefoze J pꝛay pou ſhew me 
what it ſignifieth, aud take the Gold to poſt. 
That heard one of the Childzen (that played a⸗ 
mongſt the other) who ſaid unto him, give me 
the Gold, and J will expound you the Dꝛeam. 
The man ſaid: J dzeamed this night, that 
in the midſt of mine D2chary was a great 
Spzing of water, whereof came many ſmall 
Dp2ings, that all mine Ozchard was full, and 
overflown with water, The child ſaid, Take a 

E Spade 


light very clear without any impediment 3 but 


unto him, come with us unto the Emperoz and. 


Wau rr 
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Spade, and dig in the ſame place where vouft p 
thought that the water ſpzang out, and thereſpy t. 


- ſhall pe find a hoard of Gold, ſo great, that pouſche 


and your Childzen , and Lineage ſhall be fozſhim 
ever rich. The man did as the Child hadſwhi 
ſhewed him, and found the Treaſure, Dhenhef 1 
went the man to the Child, and meted him aſſigh 

ound weight of the Gold that he had found ſpou 
02 the interpzetation of the Dzeam 3 but heſfozr 
would receive none, but committed him to the in | 
Pzayers of the man, The ſeven Wiſe Pa⸗ 
ſters, when they heard the Child had ſo wiſely 
expounded the Dzeam, they ſaid to him, god 
Child, What is your name: Pe anſwered, 
Jam called Merlin. Then ſaid the Paſters, 
we ſe ſurely great wildom in you 3 we ſhall 
ſhew pou a great matter, of which we would 
gladly find a remedy, The Child ſaid, ſhew 
me your matter. And they ſaiv,the Emperoꝛ of 
Rome, as long as he is in the Palace hath his 


as ſon as he is 7 out of the Palace, he can- 
not ſe. Now ik pou can find the cauſe thereof, 
and give p2eſent remedy whereby he may be 
eaſed, and have his ſight, ye ſhall have a great 
Reward and honour of the Emperoz. Then 
anfwered the Child, J know as well the cauſe | 
of the blindneſs as the remedy, Then ſaid all 


you {fall be rewarded ſolargely, that WIE 
v4 | e 
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yoithhe pleaſed, To whom the Child ſaid, J am rea- 
ereſdy to go with port. And when they came with 
vouſthe Child befoze the Emperoz, they laid nato 
fozfhim:Lod, lo here ts the Child we have bꝛought 

hadſwhich hall fulfil your deſire, touching the cauſe 
zenfef pour blindneſs , and the recovery of pour 
n aſüght. The Cmperoz ſaid ; god Paſters, will 
ind you take it upon pou, that the Child will per- 
he lozm it : they all ſaid, yea, foz we are expert 
che ſin his wildom. The Emperoz turned himſelf 
a- towards. the Child, and ſaid: Mill you under- 
ly take to tell me the cauſe of my blindneſs , and 
wd the remedy 2 The Child anlwered, my Lod the 
d, [Empero?, lead me into your Bed-chamber,and 
8, [there A ſhall ſhew pou what is to be done; and 
ll Jas he was therein b2ought, he laid to his Ser⸗ 
ld vants: take the cloaths from off the Bed, and 
w hall the apparel, and you ſhall ſee wonders; that 
of done, they ſaw a Well ſmoaking that had ſever 
is |Spzngs and Flods ; which when the Empe⸗ 
tt [roz ſaw, he marvelled greatly: the Child ſaid, 
1- ye ſie this Well, and without it be quenched ye 
f, I ſhall never have your light. The Emperoz ſaid, 
e how may that be: the Child ſaid, but one way: 
it [the Emperoꝛ ſaid, ſhew us the means, and if it 
n be poſſible, it hall be done, that J may recover 
e | my ſight as well without as within. To whom 
the Child ſaid : Py Low, the ſeven Spzings 
d fok this Well are the the ſeven Wiſe Maſters, 
who Hitherto have re governed mo 

| 3 2 | "an 
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and pour Empire, and have made pe blind ag 
ye be without pour Palace, that they pour ſubs 
jects by extoꝛtion might pile and pole, you not 
ſing it. But they know not the Remedy; 
therefoze hear now my counſel, and this Well 
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ſhall be Ihren and extinct: Strike off the 
firſt Walters head, and anon ye ſhall ſ& the 
firſt Spzing quencht, and ſo by oder, one after 
another, till they are all beheaded, and anon all 
the Spzings with the Well ſhall be quenched, 
and pe ſhall have pour ſight, as ye had befoze 
and when this was done, the. Well with the 
ſeven Spzings was vaniſhed, And as the Em⸗ 
19 pero? had his ſight again, he made the Child a 
18 great Low, and gave him great abundance of 
gods: then ſpake the Empzels, Py —. 
ve 


as 
ths 


not 
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have ye well perceived this Example, that A 
have told pe? and he ſaid pea, in the beſt wiſe, 
and ye have recited a wozthy and god example. 
Then ſaid ſhe : in the ſame manner pour ſeven 
Wiſe Maſters intend to do with you with their 
falſe Narration, that your Don may reign over 
your Empire, which God fo2bid, 


The Declaration of the Example. 


His Well is your Son, whereout floweth 
ſeven ſpzings, that ſignifie the ſeven Mile 
Palters : Which Son pou map not deſtrop, 
without the ſeven Wiſe Paſters be bzought to 


Inought; that done, this Mell, chat is pour Son 


with all his wiles, ſhall not eſcape, but let him 


Itaſte of death, (which befits his hameful de⸗ 


ſerts, leſt he have a help of his Paſters) and 
after conſequently the ſeven Maſters, and ſo vou 
ſhall govern and guide pour Empire in peace 
and reſt, The Emperoz anon commanded 
his Servants to lead his Don to the Gallows, 
which they were loath to do. Then a great 
multitude of people gathered with great noiſe 
and bewailing, ſo that the fourth Paſter named 


| Malquidrake heard thereof, who leapt upon his 


Pole, and haſted to the Palace, where he met 

with his Dilciple , and commended him unto 

him; and when he came befoze the Emperoz, 

and did his obepſance, 2 Emperoz laid: littke 
3 2 


- 


thanks _ 
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thanks ſhall pou have pou old curſed Caitifſagai 
0 fo2 ſo ill ttaching my Son. J delivered pou matte: 
| Som well ſpeaking , and in all things rig 
vertuous 2 but you have ſent him home a Fa 
Dumb, and a Ribauly, foz he would have lat 
with my Wife by fozce : and therefoze all! T 
fozthwith ſhall be hang'd, Then ſaid the Pa 
flier, mp Low, J have not deſerved ſo ill ghis 
vou, God knoweth why pour Don ſpeaketſ c 
not, in ſhozt time you ſhall perceive othe} 5 
things, but the time is not pet come: Pou ſayat | 
he would have oppꝛeſſed your Wife, that is na N 
truth, noꝛ p2oved 3 neither foz one ſingle perſtha 
fon ſhould you judge pour Don. to death: if foſ wh 
the wows of your Wife you judge pour Don t{we 
die, it ſhall be wozſe to you , than to a certaigſpa 
old Pan and his Mile, and that J ſhall welſper 
pzove. To whom the Emperoz laid: J thinhme 
vou do with me, as ſometimes Seven Milſter 
men did to an Emperoꝛz. Mhereupon aid thut 
Walter; the offence of one, no2 of twenty, may git 
not —_— the rebuke of all other 1 but ont me 
thing of « truth J ſhall ſhew vou, that eviſ ſar 
ſhall come to you, if pe this day put pott Bon cat! 
to death fo2 the wozds of your Mike, of*Which m. 
J could ſhew a notable example. Ehen fai To 
the Emperoz, Recite that. @he'Maſtey fo 
ſaid, if ye will call pour Son from-death |] be 
then will I rehearſe the example, o2 elle not) le 
The Emperoz commanded he ſhould be calley.ca 
Hed again 


tad 


by 
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litilagain: and deſired the Paſter to ſay as here⸗ 
u mſakter followeth, b | 
(INT 
Taj 8 

il 1 * was an old Knight, and a right wile 
Pa man that lived long without wife oz child. 
itt 2 1 oftentimes exhoꝛted him to take a 
Kl ite, | | 
they The Knight thus counſelled by his friends, * 
ſayat laſt agreed unto them, and they gave him to ] 
ng Wife the Daughter of the Pzovoſt of Rome, 
perſthat was rich and of comely Feature, whom 
fo when he ſaw , he began to love marvelouſly 

n t{well, and when they had been married a certain 
taiyſpace, and had no child; in the mozning it hap⸗ 
welſpened, that ſhe went to the Church, where ſhe 
inf met with her Bother, who ſaid : My Daugh- 
Niſtter, how plcaleth vou pour Parriage and pour 

thy Husband 2 She laid: right vile, foz you have 
nay given me an old lame man, to my dilcontent⸗ 
ont ment in all reſpects , and J would you had the 
vis ame time buried me; foz J had rather lie and 
Dvy cat with the Swine, than with him, therekoꝛe J. 
ich may no longer thus endure , but J muſt needs 
lain love another. Then ſaid the Mother: God 

1 fozbid my dear Daughter: Yow long have F 
th] been pbur Father, and yet never med- 
ot] led with ſuch foliſhneſs e The Daughter 
lei ſatd : it is no marvel, fo2 pou both met in 
r i E 4 your 


\ 
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the other, but A can of him receive no manner 


of cozpozal pleaſyre, fo? he is cold, and on the 
Bed he lieth as fill as a ſtone, oz as a thing In; 
immoveable. The Mother anſwered : if you ant 
love another, tell me what he is. The Daugh⸗ 

ter laid, J will love a Pꝛieſt: To whom the 


Mother laid: it were better and leſs ſin foz 


you to love a Knight o2 a Squire: the ſaid in 
ſhozt time he would be weary of me, and after 


do me fhame, and ſo will not the Pꝛieſt; foz he 


will kep his own honour and counſel, as well 


ag mine : end Spiritual men be moze true to 


their Lovers then Secular men be. The Mo- 


the laid: hear my counſel, it will be foz pour 
god : old folks are wily and fell; tempt your 
husband firſt, and if pon eſcape him without 


Doing pou harm o2 ſmiting, then love the Pꝛieſt. 


The Daughter ſaid, J may not ſo long abide; 
the Pother laid: upon my blelling abide till 
your have pꝛoved. The Daughter ſaid, upon 
your bleſſing J wy abide till I have attempt- 
ed : But firſt tell me how J ſhall pꝛove him: 
the Pother laid : he hath in his Oꝛchard a 
tree which he loveth much, cauſe it to be ſmit- 
ten down while he is a hunting, and againſt 
his coming home, make him a fire therewith ; 


and if he fo2give you, then love the Peſt. As |. 


the heard the counſel of her Mother, ſhe went 
home: to whom her Pusband laid, where have 
99 — . you 


' pour youth together, and the one twk ſolace of pou 


nn tT 
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of ou been ſo long: She anſwered : J have ben 
er at the Church, where J met with my Pother, 
he and with her A have had a little talk: and ſo be- 
* zan p20perly. to diſſemble. After midday the 

1 knight rode fozth to hunt; then ſhe thinking 

he. upon the counſel of her Mother, went to the 
he Gardiner, and ſaid: cut down this young Tree 
02 newly planted, that I may make a fire thereof 
— to warm my Lom withal, at his coming from 
er Hunting, koz it is a great wind, ſharp and cold. 

be The Gardiner ſaiv, Padam, that J will not 
do, foz my Lov loveth this Tree better than he 
to 
E 
ir 


0 | 
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r all the other Tris : nevertheleſs J ſhall 
gather won enough to make a god fire, but in 
any caſe this J will not hew down. As the | 


char, then boldly ſhe 25 the Ax from the Gar⸗ 
xa 


—— — —2—ö 


Ga — rg ä ů 
_ 4 _ - 


The Seven Wile 


diner, aud hewed down the Tree her ſelf, anlin tl 


made the Gardiner with others to bear it hom yard 


At evening when her Lo came from Yuntzand 


ing, he was very cold, and ſhe made a greaſter 
fire, and went to meet him, and ſet him g ſtoof lovt 
befoze the fire to warm him; and as he a littiq as! 
while had ſitten, he perceived the Odour of thy ano 


fire, and called the Gardiner, and ſaid : J ſmell 


by this odour that the new plant burneth in the tin 
fire: the Gardiner laid, Lozd, it is true, my tin 
Lady pour Wife hath telled it down, The ye! 
Knight ſaid- unto her , God fozbid that mp] D 
Plant ſhould be cut down by you. She anſwer' d ſo 
anon: Low J have done it, knowing the wea⸗ w 
ther, and you alſo cold, and therefoze J have] th 
Ndained this fire fo2 your comfozt. And as the] co 
Knight heard that, he loked angerly upon her | tt 


and ſaid: Dcurſed woman, how waſt thou ſo | a! 


obdurate relentleſs and void of pity, as to hew | b 
down ſo gentle a young Tree, the which thou | h 


knoweſl it well, that J loved it above all my] o 
other Tres ? When he had ſo ſaid ; ſhe began 


I have done it foꝛ your god, and do you take it 
grievouſly- and began to cry, wo, wo be to me. 
Anon as the Knight ſaw the weping of his 
Mile, and heard the cauſe, he was nioved wich 
pity, and ſaid unto her, ceaſe your weeping and | 
beware how you anger me any mo2e, oz trott- 
ble me in any thing J love. The next dap early 

in 


r 
to weep and excuſe her ſelf, and ſaid : my Load, | | 
| 
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in the moming fe went again to the Church- 
yard, and met with her Pother coming home, 
and they ſaluted-cach other. Then the Daugh⸗ 
ter ſaid to the other : O dear Bother, J will 
love the Pzieft, fo J have attempted my Low, 
as you counſelled me, but all fo2 nought, fo2 he 
anon fo2gave it, when he ſaw me a little weep. 


nel] Then ſaid the Bother, though old men fo2 one 


the 


time fozgive, they double the pain another 


time, and therefoze J counſel pou, that pou 


yet once again tempt him. Then ſaid the 
Daughter, J may no longer abide fo2 J ſuffer 
ſo much pain fo2 the love of the Paieff, that 
with my tongue J cannot tell it, therefoze you 
ſhall pardon me, J will no moze follow your 


| counſel. Then laid the Mother: koz the love 


that the Child ſhould Have unto the Pother, 
attempt him yet once 'mo2e fo2 pour Fathers 
bleſling ; and then if you go quietly without 
harm oz beating, love the Prieſt in the Name 
of God, Then anſwered the Daughter, it is to 
me great pain ſo long to abide; nevertheleſs 
for the bleſſing of my Father, J will once moꝛe 
attempt him: but tell me how J ſhall begin. 
The Mother ſaid, J underſtand that he hath a 

little Hound that he loveth well, and keepeth on 
his bed, caſt the hound with great might(befoze 


his face) againſt the wall that it dye, and if you 


eſcape without a tripe, oꝛ he foꝛgive it light⸗ 
ty.then-in the name of God love the Paieft: the 


daughter 77 1225 
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Daughter ſaid, J will in all things do afcerÞ l 
your counſel, fo2 there is no Daughter livingfehat 
at this day, that would moze gladly have thepour 
blefſing-of Father and other than J: and ſg *:Y 
He. bad her Mother farewel , and went home 
again; and that day with great trouble of herſtoße 
heart ſhe bzought to the night: and when the]. © 
night was come, ſhe commanded the Bed to beſthe 
covered with Purple and cloth of Gold, whilſt e v 
the Knight late by the fire; and when che Bed}: eh 
was made ready, the little Hound as he wasac-Þ=% 

cuſtomed, leapt upon the Bed, and ſhe tok him 
by the hinder legs, and with a malicious heart fed. 
che caſt him againft the wall, that it lay ſtill Ithe 
dead. When the god old Knight ſaw that, he of 
was marvelous angry, and laid with a loud hin 
voice to his Mike: O thou molt cruel and the 
ſpicchtful of all wicked women, how could fan 
thou find in thine heart to kill that gentle lot 
Pound, that J loved ſo much: Lo2d, ſaid ſte, P 
have vou not ſeen how he with his feet (com⸗ an 
ing out of the mire) bew2apeth our Fed that ha 
is ſo pꝛeciouſly covered with rich Cloathes. r 
And the Knight ſaid with much anger: know 5 
you not that J loved much better my little | 
Hound than the Bed: When the heard that, m 
he began piticully to weep, and laid: Wo be |V! 
to me that ever J was bozn, fo2 all things that 2 
J do foz the beft, are turned to the wozſt. The le 
Knight out of the treaſure of his pity would f 
2 
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kteihot ſuffer the weeping of His Mile, but foz 
ingſthat he loved Her ſo well, ſaid unto her: ceaſe 
theſpour weeping, foz J foꝛgive it pou altogether; 
d fand J counſel pou, beware how you dilplealſe 
melme krom hencelozth : and ſo they went to bed 
herſtogether. 

ef Upon the mozrow ſhe very early went to 
belthe Church, where ſhe met with her Mother, 
ilſt to whom when ſhe had done Reverence, as it 
zed Jdehoved, ſhe laid: Bother, now will J love the 
ic-(JPaeſt , foz J have attempted my Musband 
im Ithe ſecond time, and all things he hath ſuffer- 
rt led. The Pother ſaid, O my dear Danghter, 
there's no cruelty oz falſhwd above the cruelty 
of old Folks , and therefoze once moze pꝛove 
ud him. To whom the Daughter anſwered : Po⸗ 
1d ther, pe labour in vain ; koz if pon wiſt what, 
t and how much pain J ſuffer fo2 the Pꝛieſts 
le love, ye ſhould help me if pou love me? The 
e, Pother ſaid,” hear me Daughter this time, 
fand J fall never let pou moe: think how you 
it have ſucked milk out of my Bꝛzeaſts, and the 
. great pain J ſiiffered at your Birth, by theſe 
y [pains, my dear Daughter, J charge you, deny 
e [not this god Petition, and J p2omiſe you no 
I [mo2e to let vou, no2 hinder you of your content 
but rather to help you. Then anſwered the 
3 


Daughter, it is to my great. pain to abſtain ſo 
long from the love of the Pꝛieſt: nevertheleſs 
foz the great charge you have laid to ry — 
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that ye have made a Uow no moze to let meſrax 
but to further me: Tell me how J might at: 
tempt him, and J ſhall once moze adventure 


The Mother ſaid, J know on Sunday next heſalu! 
intendeth to have us all to Dinner, your Fa ti 
ther, and J, and all pour Friends, with all the Din 
reſt of the City, and when you are let in pourÞni! 
place, aud all the Meats are bꝛought and ſervepſwar 
upon the Table, faſten pour keys pꝛivilp, thatſthe 
hang at your girdle, in the Table-cloth, andÞo tl 
then feign to have fozgotten pour knife, and ſapÞwen 
theſe woꝛds openly : Sce what a ſhort wit I ampre 
of, I have forgotten my knife in my Chamber /Þu1ill 
And then riſe up haſtily, and go, and the ClothÞ" ! 
with all the Peats pcu ſhall overthzow upon Th. 
the ground, and if you eſcape without pain, Inne. 
make a vow to God, A ſhall never let pou after,Þntt 
The Daughter ſaid, that ſhall J gladly do, ind 
and lo tok her leave and departed, The FealtÞs 
day came and all (as the Pother ſaid) was bid: int 
The Servant covered the Table, all are ſet, and 
the Daughter ſate over againſt her Lozd, and pou 
when the Table was well ſerved with Meats, 
and other things belonging , the Lady of the Phat 
Youſe ſaid with a loud voice: Sce how forget · Rer 
ful I am, I have left my knife in my Chamber, no 


which I muſt fetch: And ſo roſe up haſtilp and Þ! 
dzew the Cloth with all the Peat upon it n 
with her, with all the Gold Ueſflels , and the ou 
Salts fell upon the ground. The Knight tar 
waren 


%% 
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neÞraxed ſo2e angry in heart, but diſſembliug be- 
atFo2e the Gueſts, and commanded.another Cloth 
re nd other Peats to be bzought 3 and with joy 
beJaluted his Gueſts to eat and make god chear, 
a that they were all merry. The Feaſt, oz 
the Dinner done, they all gave thanks to the 
urÞſinicht, and tok their leaves, every man to⸗ 
zepÞvards his own houſe, Upon the next dap, in 

gatſthe mozning the Knight roſe carly, and went 
nde the Church to hear Service; after which he 


ayſwent to the Farber, and ſaid unto him, Dir, 
um re you expert in blodAetting, in what vein A 


r/ 
th 


vill deſire you: And he ſaith,Sir,Jam expert 
what vein you can name in a mans body; 
on The Knight ſaid + J am content, come with 
Inne. And when he was come into the houſe, he 
er. ntred his Chamber where his wife lap in bed, 
0, nd ſaid unto her: Riſe up quickly. Then ſaid 
at he, what ſhall J do up fo early, it is not 
d: hine of the clock 2 The Knight ſaid you muff 
nd file up, fo2 you muſt be letten blod in both 
nd pour arms. She ſaid, J was never letten blod 
nd ſhall J now bled 2 Then ſaid the Knight, 
that is truth, and therefoze you are a fol: 
demember, firſt , Pe hewed down my Tre, 
mother time pon killed mp little Yound, 
Ind but yeſterday, you ſhamed me befoze all 
it np Friends and Parents, If J Gould ſuffer 
he pon thus fo2 to go on, pou would foz ever 
ht {ame me. The cauſe hereof I conſider , you 


Ti. 
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"have 
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have evil and wild blood within your body, 


therefoze J will that the coxrupt blod be dꝛau 4 


out, that ye from henceloꝛth ſhall put me to 


moze ſhame and anger: So cauſed to be made}; 


great fire; and ſhe-ſtod and cried, and held u 
her hands towards heaven, and ſaid; Py Lo 
fozgive my treſpaſs, and have pity on me 
this time, and J will never moze offend pon 


The Knight ſaid, P2ay.foz no mercy 3 foz thy ; 


mercy that God hath wꝛought towards thee 
this pꝛelent, is this, that except thou holde 


thine arm ſtraight, J ſhall ſon have thy hearty ; 


blod ; and ſaid to the Farber, (mite hard, a 
make a deep hole in her arm, oz J ſhall giv! 
you a great ſtripe 3 then ſmote the Warber 
ſoze , that the blod came abundantly out, a 


the Knight would not ſuffer him to ſtanch it] 


until the time that ſhe changed her colour i 
her vilage; and as this was done, he bad it 


to be ſtopped; and willed the Farber to mite 


the vein upon the other arm: Then the criel 
with a very loud voice; Py ſweet Yusband J 


pꝛay have compaſſion on me, fo2 now J dye. 


The Knight anſwered, Mike, you ſhould have 
thought on this befoze, ere vou had done to me 
theſe the deſpights. Then the held out her 
left arm, and the YFarber ſmote thereon a 
great hole, that the bed came out right ugly 
and he luflered her to bleed till her viſage was 
changed, and ſhe twounded: Then ſaid the 


Knight 


\ 
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night: now unbind her arm, and ſtench it; 
and ſaid unto her: Now go to bed and ſtudy, and 
ai chink hencefozth to amend pour life, 02 J hall 
aw the blod of pour heart. As this was done. 

he gave the Farber his reward, and he went 
ugain to his own houſe , and his Wife being 
under the hands of her Maids, almoſt dead, was 
led to her bed: ſhe made one of her Paidens go 
to her Pother in haſte , aud lap, that J deſire 
her to come and ſpcak with me befoze A die: the 
Pgher when, ſhe-heard that, was glad of the 
co2rection of her Daughter, and came haſtily 
un to her, When the Daughter heard her Mother; 

4 ſhe ſaid: O my ſweet Bother, J am almoſt 
dead, fo2 A have bled ſo much, that J believe 4 
*T ſhall not eſcape death, Zhen anſwered che Po⸗ 
ther: ſaid J not that old men are right cruel 3 
will pou now love the Pziefſt - She ſaid, the 
Devil may the Pꝛicſt confound, J will never 

lug love other but my Yusband, Then ſaid the Ma⸗ 
Tin ſter to the Emperoz: Low, have you underſtood 

me: he anſwered right well, fo2 amongſt all J 
have heard, this was the beſt cxample. Ther 
4 evil decds ſhe did to her Husband; and J doubt 
1 not, it ſhe had done the fourth, ſhe would have 
her ſhamed him fo2 ever. Then ſaid the Paſter, 
therefoze J counſel vou, that you beware of your 
Mile, leſt it happen wozſe to you, which ap- 
pears manikeſtly in this Example, if you 
put to death pour only 7 fo2 her wozos, 

| | | you 
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vou ſhall be deceived in the end, and fo2 ever 
Fall repent it. The Emperoz ſaid : truly Pa⸗ tt 
ſter this day my Son ſhall not die, The Paſterſ cl 
ſaid: My Lo2d, A thank you, that ye foz my ce 
- ſake this day have ſpared pour only Den. et 
| n 
The fifth Example of the Emprels. p 


Pe Empꝛels hearing the Child was not Þ ie 
dead, ſozthwith apparalled her ſelf, and J fc 
cauſed the Mains to be in readineſs, as though Þ v 
the would have gone unto her own Country to a! 
her Father, to complain of the great tame ai 
was done her, and pet could have no remcdy. | fi 
The Dervants ſ&ing that, ſbewed to the Em⸗ fe 
peroz that the Empzeſs was going into her 
Country; when he perceived that, he went to 
her, ſaying, whither are pou going: J hoped 
vou Had loved me, ſo that in all the wozld pou 
would have ſought no ſolace but with me. To 
which the ſaid t that is true, and therekoze J go 
from you, fo2 J had rather hear of pour death 
then ſ& pou die: pou delight ſo much to heat 
theſe Maſters, that it ſhall happen to you, as it 
did to Octavian the Emperoz, the which was ſo en 
covetous, that the Noblemen ok the Empire] v 
buried him quick, and filled His mouth full of al 
moulten gold. The Empcro? ſaid : dear Mike] tl 
do not lo, that the blame on you and me be not tt 
laid. Then ſaid the Empꝛels: truly Sir, the 
blame is pours, koz have pou not pꝛomiled me 
many 
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© many times your Son fall die, yet he liveth, 


W thereſoze J will no moze believe. Then ſaid 


the Empero2, it becometh not a King cvery 


wh cauſe lightly to diſcuſs without great advice, 


eſpecially upon his Sen, on whom it is not 
meet, but upon deliberation and god counſel to 
paſs judgment : thereſo:e J pꝛay you tell me 
ſomewhat by which J may govern mp like, 
fo2 it is the deſtruction of a King, without av- 
vice, and undilcreetly to give judgment. She 
anſwered, J will gladly tell you a notable Ex⸗ 
ample, ſo that hencefozth you will not be de⸗ 
ſirous to hear the Paſters; and began in this 
fozm following. 


The fifth Example of the Empreſs... 


Br the Emperoz reigned in Rome, 
right, rich, and covetous, and above all 


things he loved Gold, The Citizens of Rome 


at that time did much harm , and many great 
outrages to other Nations , inſomuch that 
divers Regions were moved againſt the Ro- 


mans. In that time was Paſter Virgilius, the 


which excelled in Pagick and other Sciences 


all other Paſters : the Citizens prayed him 


that by his Art he would veviſe, how they of 
their Enemies might have warning befo2e- 


hand, whereby they might pꝛovide koz tchem⸗ 


ſelves the bettet. * by his uot 
| 2 ' 
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a Tower, and on the Tower did cauſe to be ſeſß to 
as many Images, as in all the UWozld weriß th. 
Regions and P2ovinces, and in the midſt of the no 
Tower and Image, which held in his hand anf hie 
Apple, o2 a great round Fall of Gold. And eve⸗ ict 
ry Image of the Tewer held in his hand a lit⸗A eu 
tle Bell, and ſld turning and loking towardeh he 
his ewn P2ovince to him aſſigned: and as of⸗cei 
ten as any Pꝛovincc would rebel againſt theſſcur 
Romans, ſo often turned he to the Images of theſhis 
Land, and rung the Pell; that hearing, the Ci⸗ma 
ttzens of Romt armed themſelves , and ſo thatſhe 
2ovince haſted with all their might the ſame Rot 
to ſubdue: So there was no Land ſo great thatſtak 
could weak them upon the Romans, and there⸗Rot 
foze were they feared over all the Wold, Alſoſſuai1 
that Faſter Virgil made foz the comfozt of theKwit 
po people a light that always burned 3 and byar 
That light he made two Fathes, the one of them 
hot, in which the pw2 people might bathe anden 
waſh themſelves: and the other cold, in whichſthe 
they might themſelves refreſh, Betwixt theſwe 
Light and the Fathes, he made an Image, ſtan⸗ t cl 
ding, in whole foze⸗head was witten, He that oll 
ſmiteth me, ſnall anon have vengeance. The Ju: 


mage ſtod there many years, and at laſt came Bol 

Clerk and beheld the Image and read the wzi⸗Aak 

ting, and thought in himſelk, what vengeance heÞhe 

might find therefoze 2 A do believe better, ifÞne 

any man mite thee, and thou falleſt-therewithPhey 
3 to 


2 
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lei to the carth, he Nall find ſeme treaſure under 
ri thy fert; and therefoze in the Tel xiting, that 
hi no Man ould have it. And the Clerk lift up 
an his hand, and gave the Image a great Qroke,that 
elit tell to the ground: and anon the Light was 
it⸗Aout, and the Fathes were vaniſhed away, and 
del he found no Treaſure, The poz Folks per⸗ 
ok⸗Aceiving that, were all ſozrowful, and laid their 
heficurſes and complaints upon him, that koz 
hefbis ſingular Covetouſneſs had deſtroyed the J- 
L14mage, and robbed them of lo great a Solace. 
hat Merealter aſſembled thzee Kings, which by the 
meRomans had ſuffered great wꝛongs, and went to 
hat take counſel how they might be avenged of the 
reRomans 3 and ſeme of them ſaid. ; we labour in 
[ſoſvain, fo2 as long as there ſtandeth the Tower 
theÞwith the Images, we cannot do any thing a- 
byKainfk them. 
em «At the Counlel aroſe four Knights, and laid: 
myKUe have thought on a remedy how to deſtroy 
hFhe Tower with the Images, and that to do, 
thee will lap our lives to pledge, if you will be 
in-Þt the coſt. Then anſwered the Kings : what 
hatFSoft (all we be at? They anſwercd ; Four 
J⸗Tun of Gold, Then ſaid the Kings : take the 
e aKGold, and fulfill your pꝛomile. The Þntghts 
ni⸗Aok the Gold, and went towards Rome: And 
be phen they came thicher in the night, without 
; ifÞne of the Gates, in the ditch full of Water, 
ithFhey'dzowned one of the Tuns with the Gold 
to g F 3 in 
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in it, and another Tun they d20wned by the 
ſecond gate, and the third Tun they dzowned by 
the third gate, and the fourth Tun by the fourth} 
Gate; and when they had thus done, early in the 
mozning they entred into the City at an hour 
convenient: and as the Emperoz went over tolf thi 
the Market they did him reverence. The Em 
peroz ſeeing them, demanded from whence they 
were, of what Science, and what ſervice they 
could do. They anſwered : We are all of far 
Countries, and Southlapers ſo perfect, that 
there is never a thing fo puivily hid, but we 
{all find it out by our D2cams, We have 
heard that ye labour and have pleaſure in ſuc] 
things, and thercfoze we come unto- pou te 
know if you have need pt our ſervice : the Em 
eroz ſaid, J will pꝛove you; and if it be, thalf th 
I find you true, you ſtall have of me great re4 of 
wards and thanks, Thep ſaid, we ask nothing ſul 
but the half of the Gold which by us ſhall beq as 
ſound : The Emperoz ſaid, Jam well content] th! 
And thus they had with the Emperoz many wi 
wozde. At night when the Emperoz wag] wi 
going to bed, they ſaid unto him: Pp Load, if if no 
plcaſe you, this night ſhall the eldeſt of us ſe] thi 
his cunning a⸗wozk and dzeam 3 The thiry ed 
day he fall ſhew pot His D2eam, and what it 
ſignitieth. The Emperoz ſaid: Go in God 
Name. And they went fozth with great glad 
nels; And this night they paſled with great joy 
: and 
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and mirth , upon truſt they ſhould come to a 
god purpoſe. When the third day was come, 
chey went early to the Emperoz; the firſt laid: 
my Lod, pleaſe pou to go with us without one 
i of the Cates of the City, and J will ſhew where 
there is a Tun full of Cold hid; the Emperoz 
ſaid, J all go with you and ſee if it be true that 
vou lay. And when they were come to the place 
2p they d2ew out the Tun, that they befo2e-there 
had put; the Emperoz when he ſaw that, was 6 
bac glad, and gave them their part; then ſaid the 

vel ſecond -D2eamer : Py Lodd, this night ſhall J 
avel cam}; then the Emperoz ſaid, God give peu a 
uch god d2cam; the next night came, and he tok out 
tal the other tun and gave it to the Cmpero?, c tok 
ma alſo his ſhare. In the like manner the third and 
hag the fourth ; upon which the Emperoz was out 
re4 of all meaſure joyous, aud ſaid: he had not ſeen 
ing ſuch true and expert @outhſayers,02 Dreamers 
| be as they were. Then ſaid they all of them toge- 
nt. ther, as it had been out of one mouth: My Lo, 
any] we have all one after another, d2zeamed, the 
wag} which vou have ſeen, they be all p2oved 2 but 
if il now if it pleaſe you that we dꝛeam altogether 
; ſeth this uight, we truſt that to us all be ſhew- 
bird ed, that we ſhall find a great quantity of 
t i Gold and Riches. The Emperoz ſaid : God 
ode give you a god d2cam , which to me and pou 
ad4 may be pꝛofitable. On the next moꝛrow they 
ame = unto the Emperoz, and ſaid unto ” 
F 4 bim 
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him with countenance of full joy: my Lowgown 
we bing gad and p2ofitable tydings; foz thigtam 
night in cur fieeps , ſo great a Treaſure is taſfell 
us ſhe wed, the which if you will ſuffer it to bi was 
ſought, pou all be ſo enriched, that in thig ſozr 
wolld none ſhall be like unto pou, The Em⸗ wat 
erotr fad: Where Nall we find this Tres unt 

ure 7 they lapd: under the foundation ok theſ it | 
Tower that the Images ſland upon. The Em4wh 
pero2 anſwered: God delend J ſpould fo2 Love eur 
of Gold deſtroy the Tower with the Images fou 
wherewith we from our Enemies be de kenden be 
and warned. They ſaid to him again; my Lozvy ſur 
have you found us in cur ſayings otherwiſe] for 
than true: the Cmpero2 ſaid, Nay, O Lou 
(ſaid they) we with our own hands fall give 
out the Gold, without hurting the Tower, oz 
the Images. And it is expedicnt Tthat ſecretly] cet 
in the night) by us it be done, ſo2 d2ead of re-] lo 
lozt and concourſe. of the people, leaſt that .it] ne 
ſhould: run in the clamour of them, and they|.co 
take that god Gold awap from pou and us.] th 
The Emperour ſaid : go in the name of God, la 
and do pour beſt as pou will, oz can, and A ſhall] of 
to mozrow early come to pon, Then went they] fi 
with gladnels, and in the night were let info]. a! 
the Tower, and then with great haſt and dili⸗ 1: 
gence they under-mined it, and on the next] F 
day, very early in the mozning , mounted up⸗ a 
on their Hozſes, and rode again towards their 
| own 


2dJown Country with joy and glozy , and ere they 
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chi tame without the ſight of Rome , the Tower 
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and after that they buried him quick. 


fell down on the mozning enlning. When it 
was fallen, and the Denato2s it perceived, they 
glozrowed' greatly, and there was a great be⸗ 
wailing thꝛougheut all the City, and they went 


unto the Emperour and ſaid: Lozd, how map 


it be that this Tower is thus fallen, by the 


which we have always had warning aloze of 


eur enemies: he anſwered and laid, to me came 


four falle deceivers, and feigned themlelves to 
be South⸗ſayers, and that they could find trea- 
ſure in the ground: and laid, that under the 
foundation of the Tower was hidden an innu- 
merable ſum of gold, the which they ſhould un- 
dermine without hurting the Tower and J- 
mages: J gave faith to them, and they have de- 
ceived me. They anſwered 3 pe have coveted 
ſo much gold, that fo2 pour unlatiate covetoul⸗ 
neſs we Fall all be deſtroped: but firſt your 


.covetonſneſs all fall upon pour” ſelf, Then 


they took him and led him to the Capitol, and 
laid him on his back, and poured his mouth full 
of molten gold; ſaying to him, pou have de- 
ſired Gold, and therefoze ye Call dzink 3 


long alter that came the Enemy againſt the 
Romans, and overcome and deſtroyed them 

all. \ 
Then ſaid the Empzels unto the on 
ave 


— 
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have pe, my Low, this Example well under 


Row! 


ſtod ? and he ſaid right well, then laid fe, theſ ſuch 
Tower with Images is your body with fel tim. 
wits : as long as you live there is none fo har his 


dy to trouble; oz to make war upon you, noz 
upon pour people; that hath pour Son right 
well underſlod, and doth with the leven Pa⸗ 
ſters and their falſe Narration 62 Fables (ek 
how they might dellroy pou 3 fo2 you are over- 
much covetous to cncline to them, inlomuch 
that they fall undermine you and caſt you un⸗ 
derfot, and bzing you to nought 3 the Jmages 
are pour five wits that be all loſt. And foz as 
much as pou be foliſh they {fall deſtrop yon, 
and your Don ſjall obtain pour Empire. 

The Emperoz ſaid , pe have recited a god 
Example; whereloꝛe it it all not happen to me 


-_ as to the Tower, but my Don firit this day 


all taſte the bitterneſs of death, To whom 
the Empreſs ſaid; if ye do ſo,ye ell ſpeed well 
and live long. Upon the ſame day he command⸗ 
ed his Son to be led to hanging; and as he was 
led towards the Gallows, came riding againſt 
him upon a hozle, the fifth Maſter towards 
the Palace, who came befoze the Empercur, 
and laluted him with all reverence; but he de⸗ 
ſpiled his ſalutation, and put him in fear ok his 
life. The Walter ſaid unto the Emperoꝛ: my 
TLozd, J have. not deſerved fo2 to die; and to 
deſpite my (alutation, it ts not fo2 your: Vo⸗ 
vey 


wel 


er 
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we 
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our : foz your Son hath not with us bien of 
ſuch condition, as ye repute him, as pe in ſho2t 
time ſhall find; and that He ſpeaketh not, is of 
his great wiſdom : and know ye, that he ſhall - 
well ſpeak as his time cometh, though he now 
ſpeaketh not, as you in ſhozt time ſhall Hear, 
But that he would have aſtamed pour wife, be⸗ 
lieve not, foz ſo wiſe a man as he is would ne⸗ 
ver attempt ſo hameful a deed 2 and if you put 
him to death fo2 your wives wo2ds, ye ſhall not 
eſcape without fame and vengeance, like as 
Ippocras cſcaped not without vengeance fox the 
death of Gallicnus his Ccuſin. The Emperoz 
ſaid, that would J fain hear and underſtand, 
Then ſaid the Paſter: what would it avail me 
to tell you this Narration foz pour pꝛofit, if in 
the mean ſcaſon your Don ſfould die » Wherc⸗ 
foze if you will call again pour Don, it ſhall be 
diſcovered at your pleaſure, after do as pou think 
beſt. The Empero? bad call again his Don, and 
ſet him in pꝛilon, and then began the Paſter to 
tell on the manner, as followeth. 


The Example of the fifth Maſter. 


—— there was a famous Phyſitian 
named Ippocras right cunning, who ex⸗ 
celled all ethers in Learning and Science: 
He had with him his Nephew Gallienus, 
the which he loved ſo much: This Gallie- 
n. nus 
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nus was of excellent wit, and applied all his“ 
mind and wit to learn of his Unkle the lcience « 
of Phyſick. When Ippocras perceived that, in 
ſo much as he could, he hid from him bis cun⸗ 
ning, fearing he ould excel him in that know⸗ 
ledge, fo2 the great withe was of, 
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As Gillicnus ſaw this, he tudicd & ererctied, 
in lo much that in ſhoꝛt time he had perfectcun- 
ning in Phylick, foz the which Ippocras envy- / 
ed him much. It happened upen a time there⸗ 
atcer, that the Bing of Hungary ſent his Pel⸗ 

enger unto Ippocras, that he ſhould come un- 
fv him foꝛ to cure his Don. Ippocras. excuſed 
himlelf, and ſent his Couſin Gallienus with 
Letters of-ercuſe ſoz his not coming. When 
Gallienus was come befoze the Ling, he was 

| woz⸗ 


XS TER $.: :: 
oY wo:ſhipfully received;and they marvelled Ippo- 
JF cras would not come. Pe excuſed him, ſaying 
aJ'that he Lad many great things to do, and he 
might not come, but hath (ent me in his ſtead; 
and with the help cf Ged J fall make whole 
the Child: that pleaſed very well the King, 
"| Gallienus went to the Child, and when he had 
ſeen the Urine, and touched his Pulſcs, he ſaid 

to the Quren : O excellent Pzinceſs, J pꝛay 
you hear and ſuffer my wozde, and tell me who 

is the Father of the Child; ſe ſaid, who ſheuld 
be the Father, but my Low the Bing; Gallienus 
ſaid, Jam ſure he is not the Father: fie an- 
(wered, if you will lay that foz a truth, J fall 
cauſe your head to be (mote off 3 be ar(wered, J 
lay ence again, that ti is Bing is not the Father, 
Jand Jam not come hither to eſe my head, foz 
J have net deſerved any ſuch reward, and was 
going his way. The Quten lpake, O god Pa⸗ 
ſter Gallienus, if pe will keep it ſecret, and not 
diſcover me, J ſhall open unto pou my heart. 
The Paſter laid: God defend that from. me, 
that J to any perſon ſhall ſhew eit: and there⸗ 
foze, D noble Qucen, ſhew it boldly to me, fo2 
it hall never paſs my mouth, and J ſhall make 
your fon whole; ſhe laid, il you do that, pe ſhall 
have a god reward; hear therefoze what 3 
ſhall ſay : By foztune came Hither unto my 
Lo the King of Burgundy, and he was ſo long 
con- 
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converſant with me, that this Child by him ih 
bare, Then ſaid the Paſter, fear not, J Know cha 
was ſo befoze. And anon he gave the Child Mei gro 
decines, and compounded things, whereof to eaſſis 1 
and dzink, and the Child was caſed of his infir⸗ to x 
mity, And when the King heard that the chila{kni 
was recovered of his ſickneſs, he gave unto theſick 
Faſter a god reward: but of the Quten he fe ail 
cretly received a great gift, and ſpecial thanks hin 
and lo went his way. And when he was come Sc 
home, Ippocras his Paſler demanded ok him hal 
ſaying, have ye beheld the child e And he laid oz 
yea 3 then asked he him what he gave him? eig not 
ther compounds oꝛ uncompounded things: then 


{ 
ſaid Ippocras, that Mother of the Child is notÞhis 
true to her Husband; that is truth laid Galieſit f 
ntis. Then lppocras was moved with envy,and{had 
thought in himſelf, if there be not found a Rethe 
medy, my Sciences ſhall be no more ſet by, butfalli 
he ſhall be pꝛailed above me. And from that day Tl 
fozward he deviſed how he might lay him. Up Di 
on a day Ippocras called him, and ſaid : come goſup! 
with me to ſ&k-and gather Herbs in the Gar T. 
den; to whom he laid: Paſter, Jam ready]the 
And when they were come into the Garden) ver 
Ippocras laid: I ſe that this Verb is right vergto2 
tuous: flop down, and gather me of it. Anim 
Galienvs did o. And as they went about thqph 
Garden, ſaid Ippocras ; Now J well * wl 
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be orour of this Verb, that is mo2e pꝛecicus 
vi than gold; and chereloze ſtop de wn to the 
Ngreund, and dꝛaw it cut with the rot, foz it 
is much wozth: Gallienus bowed down himſelk 
to pull out the Yerb, and Ippocras d2ew out his 
knife and killed him. After that Ippocras fell 
ſick to the death, that the ſtrength of his body 
failed him, and did as much as he could to help 
zJhimſelf, but that could not be; and as the 
Scholars and Diſciples heard cf it, they went 
m {haſtily unto him, and did all they might oz could 
ud oz p2ofit of his health, but it availeth them 
ei nothing. 

ol When Ippocras this perceived, he ſaid unto 
Chis Scholars: Fetch me a great. Tun, and fill 
1<Jit full to the bzim with water; and when they 
Thad ſo dene, he ſaid unto them: make now 
Re⸗therein an hundzed holes; and when that was 
bullalſo done, there went none of the water out. 
day Then ſaid Ippocras : Behold, my moſt dear 
Ap⸗Dilciples, how the vengeance ok God is fallen 

> goſupon me, as you may openly le t foz in this 
ar4Tun are an hundzed holes, and yet goeth not 
dy{thercout any dep: Bight fo there cometh no 
enJvertue out of the Verbs to help me, and there⸗ 
ber foze what you do unto me, helpeth not; foz J 
Ani muſt die: Eut my dear Childzen, if my Ne- 
104 hhew Gallienus were alive he could heal me, 
whom J have (lain, and that grieveth me loze, 
th and therefoze the vengeance of God 2 
up 
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upon me: and this ſaid, he turned to the u 
ond gave up the ghoſt, Then ſaid the Paſig 
unto the Emperoz 3 Py Lozd, underſtand ye 
well what J have ſaid 3 he auſwered, yea, right 
well: what hurt had it been to him ik Gallienu 
had lived. 

The Paſter anſwered: it had bern better fo 
Ippocras at that time, had not he died, and there: 
{o2e by the right wiſe judgment of God, iz 
Medecines availed him not, and therekoze 
ſbewed to pou that it Gall happen wozſe to you 
if that you put to death yeur Don fo2 the wozd 
of your Wife,who in time of necellity ſhall eaſt 
and ſuccour you, And conſider you not, that ye 
have aſter che firſt wife, wedded this wife that 
pe now have: and ſo pe map the third a 
fourth, and never ſhall pe have ſuch a Son, the 
tall ſave you from peril, The Emperoz lat 
truly he (tall not die. 

Then ſaid the Paſter, then do you that be 
comes the wiſdom of your pears, {nd the Roy 
alty of pour perſon: and J commend you t 
God, and J thank ye that you have this day fo! 
me ſpared your Don. The Emperoz ſaid, 
mark this well , that women are very crafty 
therefoze J will not fo2 pou, but fo mp ſel 
{pare him. 


| ag enlueth. 


MASTERS 


The ſixth Comphgint of the Empreſs; 


t V Ven the Empzels kad knowledge 


thereof, ſhe ſhe wed her ſclf ſo impati⸗ 
ent, that all that ſaw her, oz heard her, wondzed, 
and laid to the Emperoz: your Mike pineth as 
though the would Foztly die. The Emperoz 
hearing thereof; went to her, and laid, where- 
foze (god Lady) be ye ſo impatient 2 She an- 
lwered, ſaying, O Lo2d, how ſhould J hold it 
in, when J am the onely Daughter ok a Bing, 


and your Wife, and in your company. J have 
J kad great deſpite, and you have p2omiſed to pu⸗ 
nich him, but perkozm it not: the Emperoz ſaid, 


J wot not what to do, ve labour to have mp Son 
put to death, and the Maſters labour to ſave his 
lite ; and amongſt thele J know he is my Son: 
Eut where the truth is that J know not. Then 
ſaid ſhe, this is the cauſe whereof J complain, 
that pe believe the Maſters moze than me; and 
therefoze it ſhall happen to you, as it did to a 


| King and his Steward. 


Tben ſaid the Emperoꝛ, tell me that Ex⸗ 
ample, peradventure it may move me ſoner to 
put my Son to death; ſhe ſaid gladly, but J 
p2ay give attention to what J ſay + and began 


G The 


The ſixth Example of the Empreſs. ſet 
Þ pps was a King moſt pꝛoud and defo2m 

cd in his vilage, ſo that all women hate tat 
him. The King thought to deſtroy all Romeſ ſpt 
and carry away tie Fodies of Peter and Paul ſ no 
Who while he was in tbe mind, called hig e 
Steward , that was ſecretly with him of hig in; 
Paivy Council, and ſaid unto him, go ſeek q. 
fair woman that this night may flep with me wi 
The Steward anlwered: my Lozd, ye knouzzt 
your! infirmity, and no woman will do evil w. 
without a great ſum of meney. The King ſaidſan 
think peu fez my money J will want one t 
have J net Gold and Silver enough 2 thougeiſfan 
it were a thouland Mozents J would it gives 
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Tie CA hearing that, was ſmitten with 
| Covetonſneſs, and went to his wife, which was 
hair, chaſte, and of god kindzed, and laid tu her, 
O my god Wife, my Lozd defireth to fleep 
0 with a vertuous woman, and will not fo2tear 
| it, though the ask a thouſand Flozents;and hath 
commanded me fo2 to p2ovide him one: There⸗ 
| foe 4 counſel pou, that pou get that money, 
The Wife ſaid, were it ſo, that the King were 
not fo p2oud, and foul ok Uiſage , pet would 
ot conſent fo2 the ſin againſt God. The 
Steward ſatd, J command pou, and pzomile 
(| you, that without ye -conſent herein, pe (hall 
Anever have a god day with me: ſhe hearing 
that, trembled, inſomuch that foz fear te con⸗ 
ſented unto him, 
zm] The Ste ward then went to the Bing; and | 
atel ſaid, Sir, J have found a fair woman, and 
mei ſhe is come of a very god Youſe, which will | 
zul Jnot have leſs than a thouſand Flozents ; in the F 
Evening ſhe {fall come, and early in the morn- | 
ig ing mult go away, that ſhe be not leen. The 
ek quing anſwered, Jam contented. When night 
me was come, the Steward led his Wife to the 
nom hings Bed, made faft the Dooz, and went his 
eviſ way. Early in the morning the Ste ward atole 
lazand went unto the King, and ſaid, my Lod, it 
me will be dap within a while: it is god pou pet- 


ug! 5 ur pzomile, and let the Woman go; 
Ave che ing faid: This Woman pleaſerh me 
The: Z © ns i 
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ſo well, that ſo ſon ſhe ſhould not depart, Mhenſeh 
he heard that he depaxted all ſozry, and tarriey zm 
while, and came to the King again, andſqz; 
ſaid : Pp Lozd, the mozning is come, there- nav 
koze let the Woman go, and as J pꝛomiled her per. 
left he be aſſamed, The Bing laid, pet al 
the not go; therefoze go out, and ſhut the do24 nig 
The Steward right lozrowlul departed , and ver 
went up and down with an heavy heart, t pa 
the clear day appeared: then he entred again 
into the Chamber, and ſaid, my Lo it i 
clear day, . ſufier. the Woman to depart, that 
ſhe be not aftamed. . The Ming anſwered, Þ' 's 
ſap ſte-(tall.not.yer depart, (oz her companzk 
is to me well pleaſing, The Steward hearing oe 
that, could not longer fozbear to hold his ownle;;; 
counſcl,; but laid, O my God Lozd, J beſechh,,- 
You fufler her ta depart, foz it is mine owufne 
Mike. The Ping hearing that, ſaid to him be 
open the Window, and when it was open, the 
Wight dap appeared, and he beheld the Wo, 
man fair, aud perceived it was the Wife of — 
the Steward, and ſaid, O thou ſain of Pa 0 
bod, and fame of the Creation, why haſt thoußou 
{oz lo little money ſhamed thy god Wille * 
and delivered her to me unwitting : there⸗ rg 
toe haite ther, and get the out of my Kealm, Jen 
and never come in my fight ; foz if ever J \&{qq 
thee, thou alt die the moſt ſhameful. death thatf, I 
can be imagined. When the Steward ver he 
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it he fled, and durſt not abide,and never moꝛe 
i came into the Realm. And the King kept th 

nnwuite all his life time in great honour , = 
ave her plenty of all things that to her ap⸗ 
er qpertained. | 
5 After that the King cauſed to be aſſembled a 
mighty Armp of -puiſſant Pen of Mar, aud 
m vent to the City of Rome with great might, 
knd befieced it on all ſides, until the Romans 
aitfoould have delivered to him (fo2 to have with⸗ 
 ISawn himſelf from thence) the Bodies of the 

haFpoly Apoſtles, St. Peter and Paul. 
1 Then there was in the City Seven Wiſe 
nkpaſters, as ye have now, by the counſel of 
ingphom all the City was governed. And the 
Wileitizens came unto them, and ſaid, what all 
echſve doe It behoves us, that we give unto our 
. emies the Bodies of the Moly Apoſtles, oz 
he City. Then anſwered the firſt Paſter, J 
che hall with my wildom this dap ſave the City, 
4 þnd the Bodies of the Apoſtles, And ſo every 
ottne of them pꝛomiled fo2 one day to do the like, 
n like manner as pour Paſters have pꝛomilen 
houbour Don, With that the Bing began to 
ae ſſault the City in all parts. Then began the 
Airſt Paſter to allcadge ſo wiſely to have 
im, gence, that the King that dap left His allault, 
| [nd withdzew a little from the City,: and 
— did all the Paſters one after another, tilt 


e laſt, Unto whom came the Burgelles of 
hat G 3 the 
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the City, and ſaid, O Paſter, ye (fall under⸗ 


ſand, that the King hath (worn, that to moz⸗ 
rew with all bis ſtrength, he will win the Ci⸗ 


ty, and we mult all be in jeopardy to loſe our 


lives: Therefoze acquitting pour Pꝛomſſe, 


defend us from danger, like as pour fellows be⸗ 
fcre you have done, Then anſwered the Pa- 
er: Fear not, fo2 to mozrow, I ſhall by my 
cunning, ſtew ſuch an operation, that the King 


and all his might ſhall leave the Sicxge. The 
next day the Bing gave a great aſſault to the 


City, then went the Maſter and cleathed him⸗ 
felt in a marvelcus ſtrange Ueſture, having 
therein the Feathers cf Peacocks, and other 
Fouls of divers Colcurs, andtook two bzight 
©w92Ds in each hand one, and went therewith 
and ftoov upon the higheſt Tower of the City, 


and began to me ve and turn, and ſhew himſelf 


towards the Holt, ſo that they might all behollt 
him; and he held in his Mouth the two b2ight 
Swo2ds that marveloufly ſhined. They with- 
dut the Kings Yols beholding that, laid unto 
him, O King, behold on the top of ponder 
Tower a wonderful thing, Vea (quoth he) J 
fee it right well; ic is marvelous: but what it 
is J know not, Thep ſaid, it is the God of 
Chaiſtian Folk, that is come cut of Heaven te 
Gay us with two Swozds if we longer abide 
The King hearing that, trembled fo? fear 
ay laid, What ſhall we dos There is but 
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one day, and that is, that we depart from | 
| hence, left. their God revenge himſelf upon ue, 


Then began the King with Lis Yoſt to flye: 
Notwithſtanding there was no nerd, foz they 
of the Palter was deceived, When the Romans 
ſaw that, they haſtily purſucd chem, well arm- 
ed, and flew the King Lich many ofthe people, 
and in that manner (by great ſubtilty of the 
Maſters) was the mighty King with his Army 
ſubdued. Then ſaid the Empzels unto the 
Emperoz, Low have peu underſtod what A 
have ſaid ; he ſaid, yea, with god attention, 
She ſaid, now xe have hcarv what A ſaid unto 
you, at the beginning cf this Narration of the 
Steward, that the King truſted lo much, which 
foz covetoulneſs ſhamed his own Wife , and 
fo that was baniſhed out of the Land: in like 
manner, pour Son, fo2 the defire he hath to 
the Empire, intendeth to deſtrop pou: but 
whilſt he is in pour power, do with him as the 
King did with his Steward. Ik von will not 
put him to death, then put him out ok pour 
Empire, that pou map live in lafegard of pour 
life, And have you alſo heard how the Bing 
lay befoze Rome, and how he was by the Mile 


4 Paſters deceived , and he with his followers 
| were flain 4 In ltke manner the Seven Mile 
Maſters intend to deal with you, and with 


crafty wiles deceive pou, and in the end trai⸗ 


| ierouſly murther you, that lo your Don might 


G 4. reign 
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Reign in cur Empire, Whereupon anſwer 
ed tle Emperoz: that ſtall not be, fo2 to moz⸗ 
row mp Son fall die. Then he commanded. 
his Servants fo2thwith to lead his Son to Exe⸗ 
cuticn. When the people Heard theſe things, | 
they gathered in great Trops,much lamenting 
the death of the Cmpere:s Don, And as ſon as 
the ſixth -Maſter had heard therecf, he haſted to 
the Empexoꝛs Court, and ſaluted him with re⸗ 
verence, but he diſdainfully th2catned him that 
he could be put to death with his Son, foz he 
was with them made dumb and a Nibauld, |tha! 
which was ſhewev towards his Mife. The can 
Faſter replycd, J have not delerved to die with |Co 
your Son, but to have large gifts; foz he is wit 
not dumb, as yu ſtall Hear within thzee dayes, fexc 
if he may live ſo long; but if you put him to [hot 
death foz the woes of pour Wife, then A ſhall ly 
marvel at pour wiſdom, and without doubt it ed 
fall happen co you, as ſometimes it happened hei 
to a Knight, that ſo much allowed the ſaying of | d2e 
his Wife, that he was bound to an Mozle⸗tail, wl 
and dꝛawn thꝛough the City to the Gallows, | qu 
The Emperoz ſaid, foz the love of God ſhew | ſer 
me that Example, that J may beware of that | pl 
evil. That J will not do, ſaid the Maſters | Cl 
without pou call again pour Don, Then he | in 
commanded to call back his Son. : and the | hy 
Paſter began as followeth, P2 
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The Example of the ſixth Maſter. 
Ometimes there was an Emperoꝛ of Rome 
{JI which bad thzee Unights, whom he loved 
above all others: in the ſame City there was 
an ancient Knight that had wedded a fair peung 
(Wife, which above all things he lovco; as you 
do the Emp2eſs : the Lady could ſing wieg tuch 
weetneſs, that many deſtred her ccinpany. It 
befcl on a ſcaſcn as ſle ſat in the Voule her 
Uilage turned to the Street, that (re might ler 
them that walked by, and began lwertly to ſing, 
that all folks delighted to hear her. By chance 
came that ways a Knight of the Emperozs 
Tourt, that Heard her voice, and beholding her 
with a willing mind, and attentive car, he was 
crcedingly taken in love: and entring the 
houſe, fell into talk with her greatly, but chiek⸗ 
ly ok love, and amongſt other talk he demand⸗ 
ed ok her, what he ſhould give her to lep by 
her ſide one night? She anſwered one hun⸗ 
dꝛed Flozents. Then ſaid the Knight, tell me 
when J ſhall come, and J ſtall give it you. Sir 
quoth ſhe, when J have convenient time, J ſhall 
ſend fo2 you. The next day ſhe lung in the ſame 
place, and the ſecend Knight ok the Emperozs 
Court came by that wap, who likewtie was 
ſmitten in her love, and he alſo pꝛomiſed her an 
hundzed Flozents 3 to whom ſhe made the like 
p2amile, The third day came to her another 
Lnight-aud unto him ſhe likewiſe conſented, 
any 
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and he pꝛomiled her an hundzed Flozents, if & 
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| Sh! 
ſhould give him knowledg of the time; which N 
the alſo pzomiſed, Theſe thzee Knights having 


{nt 


ſo ſecretly ſpoken with the Lady, that not oneſpe v 


of them had knowledg of one anothers coming 
unto her. Now the Lady was deceitful, and 
came to her Pusbayd, and ſaid $ Sir, J have a 


low my counſel, our poverty pou map largely 
relieve. The Linight replyed, tell it me, and J 
will keep it as ſccret as my life, and fulfil it to 
the uttermoſt of my power. She anſwered, 
thze Knights of the Emperozs Court have 
been with me, one after another, in ſuch wile, 
that none of them knowecth cf anothers counſel, 
and each Knight offered me an hundzed Flo- 
rents, Pight we an hundzed Flozents get, and 
no man know it, ſhould not our poverty be well 


relieved Then ſaid the Knight, pea: theres 


toze whatſoever you will counſel me, J ſhall 
willingly perfozm : then ſaid ſhe, A give you 
countct, that when the Knights ſhall come 
with their Flozents, yer ſhall ſtand behind the 
Gate with your Dwowd dꝛawn, and as they come 
(being they come one after another) you ſhall 
flay them, and ſo we ſhall have the thzee hundzed 
Flozents they bzing, without any mans know- 
ledg. The Knight anſwered, O my beſt belo- 
ved wife, J fear this evil cannot be hid, and we 
{call therekoze ſuffer death ik it were known: 


She 


and 


— hu! 
fecret matter to ſhew you, wherein ik you folz 
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dhe anſwered, J all this wozk begin, and 
hereloze make a god end, fear not. ,Uhen the 

Knight ſaw ſhe was ſo hardy, it caffed him to 
vnelye moe bold; then ſhe ſent loz the firſt Knight, 
ning and he came without tarrying to the Gate, and 
wy knocked ; and ſhe asked if he had bꝛought the 
1 hundzed Flozents? he anſwered, I have bzought 
them. Then ſhe let him in, and he had no ſaner 
P\ entred but her Pustand murthered him. Im⸗ 
3 mediately came the ſccond Knight, and in like 

vo] manner was'flain. And not long after came the 
red, third Knight, whom alſo he flew. Yarving fi- 
| niſhed the butchery, they conveyed the murther- 
ed bodies into a ſecret Chamber. When they 
: had thus done, the Knight ſaid unto the Lady, 

O dear Wife, if theſe dead bodies ſhould be 
found with us, we ſhall die the moſt ſhameful 
death that can be imagined, foꝛ it is not poſli- 
ble but theſe thi Knights will be miſled in 
the Empero2s Court, and great ſearch will be 
du made fo2 them th2cughout the City. She an- 


wn ſwcred and ſaid, Sir Enight, J have new this 
- wozk begun, and will make a god end, fear 
I it not, as J have ſaid. This Lady had a Ezother 
— which had the Government of the Wealth of 


with his fellows : ſhe flwd at the Gate, and 
* called unto her Bꝛother, and ſaid: O my beſt 
beloved Brother, J have a ſecret matter, which 


the City, that on nights watched in the Streets 
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I would not make known, therefoze come in bim, 
with me, and J will relate it unto you. Andſthe l 
when he wks cntred the houſe, the Lady recti⸗ body 
ved him friendly, and gave him wine, and laid, With 
my beloved other, this is the cauſe J have [Aal 
called vou, fo2 J have much nid of pour god Cup 
counſel. The Brother anſwered, ſpeak boldly, bac 
and whatſoever J may do, to my power, ſhall be laid 
at your deſire, without any letting. Then ſaid her « 
Ke, yeſterday came a Bnight in friendſhip, but cried 
afterwards he fell into ſuch variance with mp out 
Pusbaud, that he flew him: and he lieth here f with 
dead in my Chamber: now my dear W2other, that 
We have no man that we may truſt, but onely [om 
vou: and if this dead Body be found in our J. fh 
Pouſe , we ſhall be put to death, Now the bim 
mentioned but one. Yer Brother ſaid, deliver ber 
him me in a Sack, and J will bear him to the res 
Dca. Ohe hearing that, was glad thereof, and ther 
deliveren him the Body cf che firſt Knight ; [2 
he twk it, and went a god ſpace, and caſt him Th 
therein: and as ſan as this was done, he ICit 
came to his Siſter, and ſaid to her: Give me fuer 
of the beſt wine, fo2 you are of him quit: and fand 
che gave him thanks, and went to her Cham⸗ re 
ber, as though ſhe had gone foz wine, and be⸗ bin 
gan to cry alcud : The Knight that was caſt into . 
the Sea is come again. As her Brother heard Ito 
that, he marvelled ſoze , aud ſaid + Give me Ja 
| bim a 


* 
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[him J ſhall ſee if he will riſe again, and t 


apithe ſecond Bnight (ſuppoſing it had been the 
„body of the firſt) and went to the Sca, and 


8 
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„with a ſtone dꝛowned him. That done, he went 


e (again to his Siller, and ſaid, now fill me a 


Cup of god wine, foz J have dꝛowned lim 
* dep, that he fall never come again. Then 

id ſhe, thanks be to Cod; and went again to 
her Chamber, and feigned to fetch wine, and 
cried alcud, Alas he is riſen again, and is come 
out of the les And as her Byzother heard that, 
with a great marvel, he ſaid, what Devil ts this 
that J have caſt into the water, and yet he is 
come again, deliver him me the third time, and 
J ſhall ſee if he will come again. Then the gave 
him the third night, which he believed had 
been the firſt, and went without the City to a 
great Foxreft,and made a great fire to caſt him 
therein, and when he was almoſt burnt, the 
Bꝛother went a little diſtance to do his need. 
Then came a Knight that was to ride to the 


City, where in the mozning ſhould be a Tur⸗ 


ney and Juſting: it was cold weather, and dark 
and not far from the City, and when he ſawthe 


fire, he dzew thereto, and alighted and warmen 


bim. 


The Watchman came and ſaid, what art 


thou : the Knight ſaid, Jam a Knight, mw 

ſaid the Matchman, thou art no Knight, but 
Devil, foz J firſt caſt thee into the _ 

Ut. | * 
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then with a great ſtone J de wned thee,'and thßim. 
third time J put thee in this fre, ſuppoſingpappe! 
thou havſt been burnt; and pet thou ſtandeldeath 
here : And then he tok the Knight with high «! 
Poſe, and caſt them both into the fire. Akteiſſler bt 
that he went unto his Siſter, and told whalſend fc 
had Lappened; and laid, now bzing me the beſ} 
wine; fo2 after J had burnt him, J found hin 
again by the fire, with a Bolle ; and have caff 
them both into the fire: and by this his Siſter 
perceived.he had burnt a Knight ot the Tour⸗ſſbe r. 
ney.; who ancn bꝛought him the wine abun⸗ Th u 
dantly ; and after he had well dzunk, he deP#ds 
parted thence. Not long after there fell agreatſÞunil 
centention betwixt the Bnight and his Wife Jov\lw 
fo that he ſmote her; and ſhe had indignationſmind 
thercof, being angry, and ſaid, that many heary|IoV * 
her: O wretch,wilt thou kill me, as thou didſt the £ 

the three Knights: certain men hearing that us g. 
laid hands on them, and bꝛought them to theſolk ft 
Emperoz; and the Woman conkeſled that hetſreu 
+ Yusband had lain the th2& Unights ok theſster 
Emperozs, and how he tok from them thꝛeellaid, 
hundzed Flozents, And it being ſo found, bochſme ! 
were dzawn at a Youle-tail and hanged, Thenſſball 
ſaid the Paſter to the Emperoz; have you un⸗Athe e 
derſtod what J have ſaid he anſwered, rightſtpea 
well : J ſay fo2 certain that Wife was thejand 
woꝛſt woman that might be 3 foz firſt he mo⸗ be v 
ved him to murther, and afterwhrds dilcoveredſimp 
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Him. The Paſter ſaid : withcut doubt it all 
happen to peu worſe, if you put pour Son to 
death by advice of your Wife, The Tmperoz 
aid, my Den fall not die this day. The Pa⸗ 
r hearing that, gave thanks to the Empero?, 
d tok leave, and went his way. 


The ſeventh Complaint of the Empreſs. 
Ven the Empzels heard the Emperozs 
Son was yet living, as a mad woman, 
Ale ran to the Emperoz weeping, and ſaying, 
| Th unhappy woman! what all J do: Jmuſt 

nods flap my ſelf that am ſo.aſhamed, and no 

puniſhment thereupon dene. The Emxeroz 
anſwered :; God defend that ycu ſtould have 
n mind on ſuch a wicked deed; ſuffer a while, and 
y1you Call have a god end. She anſwered; Sit, 
althe end {all be evil; fo2 cf that all follow 

t us great confuſion, The Emperoꝛ laid, leave 
, off ſuch talk, She ſaid, Lozd, it lall come to 
treu and to ycur Sen, as to a Bing and his 


el te ward. J p2ay tell me that Example. She 


elſaid, J will gladly, but J fear you will hear 
me no moe. Foz next day the ſeventh Paſſer 
{hall ſpeak, and ſave pour Den from death as 
Ahe other ſix have done, and when your Don ſtall 
6 ſpeak of whoſe wozds you {fall have ſuch joy 
eſand delectation, that the love betwixt us ſhall 
be wholly fozgotten. The Emperoz ſaid, that is 
jlimpoſible, fo2 J Gall never fozget peur love. 
n Then 
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Then ſaid ſhe, my beſt beloved Lad, ith 
pleaſe you, J will tell you ore Example, by 
which you ſhall beware of many perils, cſpeſi- 
ally of your accurſed Sen, who intendetch t 
deſtroy me by his Paſters. The Emperoz ſa 

tell on. And the Empꝛels began to tell! 
hercafter kolloweth. 


. 


AN Rs 


The feventh Example of the Empreſs. 
Pere was a King which loved his Wife 
above all things, inſomuch that he cloſe 
her within a ſtrong Caſtle, and bare the keys 
thereof himlelf: the Lady was therefoze heavy 
and comforleſs; Now in far Countries there 
was a valtant Knight, which lying on his Bed 
man he law one of the faireſt Qutens that 
ever 
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ever eye beheld, whole love above all others he 


de ſired to obtain, and if he might ſ& her walk, 


It Gould certainly have lome knowledg ol her, 


by whom to him great trien ſiip and honour 


Gould come. To the Qucen the ſame night, 
by viſion of che ſame Knight, the like Was allo 


ſhewed, and as pet they had no knowledg of 
cach other, neither of Name 62 Fame, When 
the Knight Had thus dzeamed, and ieen (as he 
thought a moſt vertuous and.comely Lady, be 
determined that his fot ſhould take no reſt, till 
he had found cut the Lady , that in his dzeam 
leemed ſo glozious 2 Aud having twk Hozle, 


and all that was neeefſary fez his journey, he 


travelled thzoughout divers Regions, Ce un⸗ 


tries, and Pingdome, till at laſt he came into 


the Land, where this Queen was by her jea- 
lous Pustand kept in a ſtrong Caſtle. When | 

this Knight was come unto the City, and Had 
fo2 a ſeaſon therein ſojourned, it fell out, that 
as theLnight walked by the Caſtle, (and knew 
not as then, that the Queen was therein kept) 
the was at that time ſitting in a Window to ſer 
the - people: paſs by, and amcnglt others the 


 efpied the Knight, and knew him to be the man 


of whom. ſhe had dreamed befoze : the Knight 
by chance lifted up his eyes, and perceived the 
Lady in the Window, and his mind gave him 
that it was e- ok whom he had dzeamed, and 
ſhe began a Dong in 1 As he heard * 
| . he 
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He was taken with her love. That Knight 


from thencefo2th daily walked about the Caſtle, 
beholving it all over, to eſpy if any way he 


mt hr get in, to 'declare his mind unto her. 


e Aab perceiving that, pꝛeſently indited 


a Letter,” aud fecretly tonveyed it unto him 


from the Caſement of her Chamber Window, 
Which when he had pernſed, and thverſfanding 
rhe will of the Lady, he began to haunt Jeſks 
and Tournaments, and did perfozm ſo many 
marvelcus Aas, that the fame of him came to 
the cars of the Ring, and as ſon as the King 


Heard thereof, he ſent after him, and laid 
unto him: Sir Bnight, J have Heard that yeu 


have got much Honour at onr Juſts and Tour⸗ 
naments'? wherefore ik it pleaſe you to abide 
Here anddwell with us, we ſhall ive p pou large 
Tewards. 41585 Knight anſwered : O mighty 


"P2tnee ,- J am pour ſervant 3 would J could 
do anp ſervice that would pleaſe your Pagni⸗ 


Heenrce; without taking any reward, ſave one 
thing beloze all other J deſire, The King laid: 
Tthew unto me boldly what that is. The Knight 
anlwered: Py Lod, ſeeing that it hach plea⸗ 


ed your moſt Excellent Ma jeſty to take me fo2 


pour Servant, and one of pour grave'Counſel, 


it ſremeth to me moſt expevient fox boch our de⸗ 
lights that J have a place nigh the Wall of the 
<allte, that IJ at all times might be moꝛe rea- 


by at pour tall, when -you nted. The Bing 
; au⸗ 


£ 
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* 
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anſwered , 
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A conſent ; make it as peu think 
beſt. Then the Enight cauſed many Wezkmen 
to be bzought, and having lo dene, he chole - 
cut certain-is2 his purpole, and cauled them to 
build him a fair Lodging near the Malls ot 
the Tower; this being finiſhed, he made a Co- 
venant with one of the Wozkmen, (whem he 
thought fitteſt) to make a fecret way to the 

Qucens Lodgings: and when thts was finiſhed 

5 e killed the Wozkman, becauſe he ſhould not 
make it known. Maving thus dene, be went 
in unto the Qucen, and did her reverence as be- 
came him; and they dilcourſed of many mat⸗ 
terg. Having thus palled the dap, the night 
dzawing on, he defired he might fliep by her 
one night, but ſhe okten denyed him; ret ne⸗ 
vertheleſs conſented into his requeſt. How 
the having ſpent the night in pleaſure, and 
mozning being come, the Knight returned to 

his Lodgings : and the Queen began to think 
with her ſelk: what ſtall J do: ik J ſhould 
make my Musband acquainted herewith, two 
evils would come thereof; the one is my ſhame, 
and peradventure he would utterly fozlake me, 
and cauſe me to be d2iven out ofthe Land fo 
ever: The other is, that he would flap the 

Knight, foz death it is not poſſible fo him to 
cſtape, therefoze J think it moze expedient to 
be ſecret thertiu then to reveal it. Aftet that, 
the Bnight as often as it pleaſed him, went tn 
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unto the Quten, and did his will with her; and 


the gave him a Ring, which the King had given 
her at her Wedding, This Knight was ſo fa- 
mous in Juſting, that in every Lattle and 


Tournament he had the Uicto2y : fo2 which 


cauſe he was in great favour with the King, ſo 


that he made him Ste ward and Governour o⸗ 


ver all his Land. 


It happened on a day, that the Bing dilpoled 


to ride a hunting, and commandid his Stew⸗ 
ard to be ready on the mozrow to go with him: 
whereupon he offered himſelf willingly, On 
the mozow they entred the Fozreſt, all day cha⸗ 
ſing the wild Eeaſts, and were ſo weary, that 
the Bing late down by a Fountain to reſt, and 


the Unlght by his ſide: The Lnight was no 
-ſancr ſet, but he fell allcp by the Bing, ha- 


ving che Ning on his finger, which the Queen 
had given him; which the King perceiving, 
knew it well, When the Knight awaked, and 


perceiving the King had ſeen the Ring, he fain- 
ed Himſelf to be (o2e ſick, and laid, my honoured 


od, I fel my ſelf ſo ſick, that if J do not 


haſte me unto my Lodging, and ſ&k out ſome 


pꝛeſent remedy, either by Phyſick, oz ſome c- 
ther courſe, J am but a dead man, therefoze J 
pꝛap you give me leave to go home. To whom 


the King made this anſwer : Go deaf friend, 


in the Name of God, and ſe there be nothing 


wanting to pꝛocure thy health, that my Court oz 


"King 
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Kingdom can affozd. The King had no ſoncr 
ended his Speech, but immediately the Knight 
tok lcave: And getting upon his Yole, he 
haſted to his Houle, and as ſon as Fe was come 
home, he alighted, and haſted to the Queens 
Lodgings, and gave her the Ring again, and 
told her withal, hew the Bing had elpied it up⸗ 
on his finger, when they were both let down 
to reſt: withal he told her, that he feigned him⸗ 
ſelf to be very ſick, koz which caule the King 
gave him leave to return to his Lodgings: he 
alſo p2ayed her, that if the King at any time 
Could call ſoz the Ning, ſhe ſhould few it unto 
him. This done, he tek his leave of her, and 
went again unto his Lodging. Not long after, 
the King came to the Queen, and ſhe received 
him right lovingly ; and after a little time had 
paſled, the Bing laid unto her: By Renowned 
Lady, ſhew me the Ring that J gave pou, fo2 A 


have a great deſire to ſee it. She anſwered 2: O 


my beſt beloved Lozd, why at this time do you 
deſire to ſ& it? Then laid he, if pou ſhew it not 


to me incontincutly, it ſhall repent you, Then 


ſhe aroſe and went unto her Cabinet, and tok 
the Ring out of it: and having thus done, ſle 
bꝛought it to her Yusband : and when he had 
ſeen it, he was half aſhamed, and ſaid z. my beſt 
beloved Nuggn t O how like is that Knights 
Ring unto this, which J ſaw upon his finger ! 
fo? he believed it had been mine, and that was 
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\ the-canfe-I did ack fo Haflily fo2 it. And of this 
lulpicion J picld my ſelf guilty, my dear Lady, 
in this behalf: the Nrength ct the Tower de⸗ the 
ceived me, ſez Atheught nene could get there⸗ By 
in lut Amy lelk alone, in regard nene had the | E! 
kwping of the keys but my (elf, She laid unte 1 

bim, my dear Lozd, wonder not, foz one Ring 5 

map be like another, and Wozkmen ſeldem | ®* 


wake one picce cf wezk, kut others make the D 
N fame: Eut God {o2give pct in that yeu have f 
| -  fufpce&cd me; fo2 ycu know the firength of the | *? 


Tower, and the keys you Lave alwaryes in - 
ycur pieſence, and trull no man therewith. | ** 
| Akter that the Knight oꝛdaincd a great Din⸗ f 
1 ner, and ſaw unto the Eing: my Soveraign, 0 
3 My Lodp andLeve is ceme frem cut of mp 
Ccuntry to ſeek me, fo2 whole lake J have oz⸗ [ 
' Famed a Dinner, and weuld intreat peur ; 
| ig hnels to do me the bencur, as to dine with p 
1 meithis day, and take ſuch meat as fall be 


pꝛorided. The King aulwerced, moſt willing- 
| iy wilt Ido you that worſhip, and moze. The 
; Enight was glad thereof, and by his ſecret 
| way went unto He Ducen, and laid unto her, 
Np beloved Lady, yeu muſt do thus: ceme to 
my Ycuſeſ ite pvp wap, and cleath peur ſelf 
richly, and deck your (elf with Jewels, and c⸗ 
ther Oznaments, accowding to the Tuſtom of 
my Covi. ry; then ſlall pru fit at Table with 
mp Ving, as my Doveraign Ladp, and make 


gad 
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god cheer : She replyed, Sir Knight, Jam 


ready to do acco2ding to pour defire, When 
the time appointed was near, and the King 
coming from the Caſtle towards the Knights 
Pulſe, in the mean time by the ſecret way the 
Queen entred the Knights Lodgings: (befoze 
the King could come) and apparelled her ſelf 
after the manncr ok the Knights Country. 
When the King entred the'Pottſe , ſhe with 
Courtly ſalutations received him; and when 
the Bing had beheld her, he demanded ok the 
night what Woman ſhe ould be that ſeemed 
ſo fair? Then antwered the Knight 7 my Re- 
nowned Low, it is my Doveratgn Lady, that 
fc2 the love the beareth me, is come out ol my 
Country alter me, to know why J ſhould ab⸗ 
lent my ſelf ſo long from her love and ſervice. 
The Spirches being ended, the Knight cauled 
the Bing to fit down at the Table, and made 
the Queen ſit by him: The Ring thou ht it was 
his Queen, and ſaid within himſelf; O how 
like is this woman unto my Mike: Bo the 
ſtrength of the Tower ill deceived him, that 
he gave moze credit unto the Knights wozds, 
than to his own eyes. The Queen began to 
talk to the Bing, and {o2 to ſtir him to eat, and 
dzink, and make god cheer: and as the King 
heard the voice, he ſaid unto himſelf +: O blelled 
Low, how like is this Woman to my Quer 
in her behaviour, ſpeech, vilage, and in all 
9 4 other 
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ether conditions ! and till the Crength of the. * 
Towcr-decerved him. In the end cf the Feaſt n 
the Suight p2ayed his beloved Lady to ſing be⸗ tim 
foze the Uing; and ſhe began to ſing a Song of p 
Love, When the King heard her, he knew her 
voice, and theught unto himſelf; is not this I tir 
my Wife e and jet how can this be, J having be 
the keys of the Tower my ſelf in keping # ſo. ha 
all Dinner time the Bing ſate debating, thus Þ co 
wühin himſclf. - Dinner ended, he willed the || b? 
Knight fo2thwith to take up the Table, he ha- u 
ving urgent occaſions that moved him thereun⸗ 
to, koz he was ſo2e troubled in mind. Mherc⸗ 
upen the Knighc ſaid 4 By Lozd, what is the 
reaicn, you are ſo mellanchely 2 what is that 
dilcontenteth peu 2 be not treubled; it it pleaſe 
you, we (fall make you ſcme pleaſant ſpozt, 
And the Gentleweman laid: my beloved Lom, 
if it pleale peu with us to abide, we Nall make 
xou all the delight that this place can aftozd; if 
your Queen her ſelf were here, ſhe could not 
give you moe content. Whereupon the King 
began to be angry, and ſaid: Take away the 
Table, foz J map no longer abide here, until 
that J have reſolved my mind. Thereupon the 
Lnight ſtraightway obeyed the Bing, and 
(wk up the Table, giving thanks to all, but 
cipccially to the King his Doveraign Low aud 
Falter, 

Now te Bing departed,” aud went with all 
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[tate unto the Caſtle, to ſ& whether that bis 


Nucen were therein 02 not: but in the mean 


time ſhe went in at the pꝛirate dw2, and ſtrip⸗ 
F ped. off her uppermoſt Ueſture, and put her 


ſelf into the lame habit the Bing leit her at⸗ 
tired with. When the Bing entred therein, 


he fcund the Queen in the lame Clcathing he 


had left her in befo2ze 3 and ſeeing; all fell out 
contrary to his erpectation , he kindly em⸗ 
bzaced her, and lovingly killed her, and laid 
unto her: This dap have J caten with mp 


Knight, and with his loving Lady, who came. 


out of her Country uta my Court to find him 
out; who being met, and overjoyed in the ſight 
of her, did pꝛeſently ozdain a great Feaſt, 

and humbly intreated me to do him ſo much 
Gzace, as to accompany him at his Fealf, 
Whercupon I anſwered him: that fo; the love 
did bear him, J would do him that honour, 
and much moze, if requeſted, whom J having 


bcheld, Ge ſemed to me ſo fair, that fince J 


was bozn mine eres have not ſen one ſo like 
as ſhe is to vou, inlomuch that all Dinner time 
J was troubled with many matters, and couly 


hardly endure unto the end of the Feaſt, but 


that J muſt come ſ& whether pou were here 
oz there, 
Then the Queen anſwered him : D mighty 


King, wherefoze do you miſtruſt me, having 


often found the contrary # Do you not 3 
that 


The Seven Wiſe 
that this Toter is ſo (aft, ſtrong, and invin 


pour knowledge? fez pcu always keep the 


the « il 
cible, that no man tan enter tn oz cut, without ＋ 


keys, and will not iruft any there with; how * 


then is it poſitble J fold be there * you may 
find one man like another; pou remember of” 


late how you did miſtake the nights Kings: 
and have rot moze arguments cf inſ{picten a⸗ 


p theſe many years, but you mull nevs 
be jealous befites 2 Jitll peu, O noble King, 
if you do not fozſake your jcalcuſie, and relcale 
me ont of impziſonment, beſoze thi days be 
expired, J will end mp dars herein; fez J 
dad rather live « Servant at liberty, than a 
Queen in Pꝛzilen. 
that yen have objected is true, cf which Jac⸗ 
Knowledge my (elf guilty, whercfoze Have 
pattence fc2 a few Payes, and as ſure as J 
reign King of this Ccuntry, J will let pen at 
liberty; and ſa he lovingly embzaced her with 
a kiſs, and returned to his own Lodginge. 


Now he had not reſted above two tapes , but 


the Knight came and laid unto che Wing: O 
my hongurable Lozd, J have long fcrved pour 
Highuels; now tt is time J return into my 
own Country ; and fox all the ſervice that J 
have donc unto poi, 4 deſire but this one thing 
befoze my \veparture, Which is: To give to 
me beloꝛe che Pele en, wich pour on hand, in 


inſt me: was it not luſlicient to debar me of 


The Bing anſwered all 


148% 
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the 
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7 e Church, my beloved Lady, whem J intend 
bek 2 Leve, and whom J Call bing thither a⸗ 
gain) as my lawlul and true Wile, which will 
e to fry great hencur when J come into mp 
r Countrp. The Ping ankwered: that Petition, 
5; [and mo2e than that (ik you will deſire it) will 
2-13 gladly full. Then the King pꝛefixed the 
tap of Parriage; when the god King came 
ds to Church Foncurably attended; the Pꝛieſt 
7, | was ready (adezucd with his UMeſtments) to ſo⸗ 
| lemnizet the Fatrimony, The Knightapparel- 
led the Queen in his own Boule after the man⸗ 
ner et his own Country, and ozdained two 
nights to lcad her to the Chutch, who believed 
it had been his Paramour. When thep were 
©, | come tothe Church, the Pꝛieſt ſaid : who (fall 
give this Woman to this Knight : the Bing 
I ſaid, 2 call give her unto her own Knight ; and 
tok her by the hand, and ſaid, O god woman, 
yc u are ſo like my Queen ,, that mp love is to 
tou the greater, and alſo becauſe pou ſhall be 
wedded to this knight whom J aflea above all 


men, and he ſhall be of my Boule, and ſo put the 


Queens hand into the Knights 3 and the Paieſt 
after the Ozder of the Church, bound them, 


and wedded them together in true and faithful 


wedlock. Uihen all theſe Rites were fintſhed, 
the Knight ſaid unto the Wing: O molt noble 


d wed, (who followed me ont cf far Countries 


King, the Ship that J intend to go in towards 
mp 
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my Country, is now furniſhed foꝛ my journeyls ud 


ſt 


and ready to ſail away; wherefoze J humblſggy 


beſeech your Noble G2ace to accompany 


bou 


beloved Mike thereunto, and that pot woul four 


admoniſh her to love me, and have me in favorr 


b 


above all others living, and ſo much the ra⸗ terl 


ther, foz your god counſcl. The Bing wit 
them unto the Ship, fo2 whole departure many 
were crceding ſozr6wful and heavy. Then 
the King began to ſap unto the Quten: My 


dear friend, hearken well unto my counſel,and} 


fee that pe follow it, fo2 it hall be to your pꝛo⸗ 
fit: my moſt honoured and beloved Knight hath 


now wcdded and done to pou all tbe honour | 


that in him is; wherefo:e, lk that pou love, 
Honour, and obey Him above all other men, ag 
God hath commanded , and that you be unto 
him true in all pour dealings. As fon as 


this Speech was ended, he delivered her unto 


the Unight, laping: my bleſſing go with you 
both, and our Lowd keep and conduct pon ſaſely 
unto peur own Ceuntry, Then the Knight 
and the Nucen bowed their heads to the King, 
and gave him thanks koz all the kindneſſes 
that he had done them; and having ſo done, 
they committed him to the Almighty, and en- 
tred into the Ship; the Mariners hoiſted ſail 
beboze the wind, and wirhin a ſhozt ſpace the 


King loft fight of the Ship, and thence going 


haſtily 


| why 
his Followers (beſides others) did accompany N 


rn 
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jaſtily into the Caſtle, he went to ſ&k foz his 


Mucen 3 and when he could not find her, he was 


noved over all the parts of His body, and ſought 
bout all the Tower, ſo long till at laſt he 
zund out the hole that the Knight had cauled 
to be made; and when he ſaw that he wept bit- 
terly, crying out: Alas, alas, this Knight in 
whom J had ſo great confidence, hath robbed me 


ok my Wife ! was not Ja fol, that gave mo2e 
[faith unto the wo2ds of a Lnigh t, than to mine 


own eyes: | 
Then ſaid the Emp2eſs : my Lozd, have you 


underſtod what J have ſaid: The Emperoz 


ſaid, as well as map be. Then anſwered the 
Empzels: Remember how he truſted the 
Knight, and pet the Knight deceived him : in 
like manner do you truſt the Seven Mile Pa⸗ 


ſters, who labour to deſtroy me pour Mike, and 


you give moze credit to their wo2ds, than to 
your own eyes: fo2 you have ſeen how your un⸗ 
gracious Son hath rent and ſcratched me, where⸗ 


ok yet J bear tokens and marks about me, as 


you may ſee; alſo you know well how pour ac⸗ 
curſed Don hath tamed me, and pou mark not | 
how they defend him in this his folly, There⸗ 

fo2e it is to be feared, that ic will happen to you 
wozſe than to the King of whom J have [poken 


/ unto vou. 


The Empero? replyed: J will believe mine 
own Epes befoze J will give oy 11 
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theit woꝛde, and therefo2e to mozrow A (Fall bg [ 
juſtice upon my Son. The next day the ( u 
pero; commanded his on to be bzeught befon he 
him: which being dene, he commanded bim/ : 


to be led to the place of Execution, there to“ 
ſuffer death atcoꝛding to the Law. Then there 
began to ariſe great noiſe and bewailing a⸗ % 
mongſt the common people, foꝛ the death ot the} x 
Cmpero2s onely Don. At laſt when the Dc 
venth, Maſter heard it, he ran immediately 
unto the © flicers, which were leading him to 
the Gallows, and ſaid : my Friends, J pꝛap 
pon not to make overmuch haſte, but ſtay pour 
hands a while, fo2 J think this dap, (with the Vn 
help of the Almighty God) to ſave him from all bis 
perils: and from thence the Paſter haſted him | me 
to the Emperozs Palace, and did him reve⸗ e. 
rence accozding to his accuſtomed duty: But] fe 
the Empero2 with great indignation made | ff 
him this anſwer : never moze have pou any in 
jop in this wozld, ſo2 that you have ſent my Son | 
home untaught and dumb, whom A delivered | I 
unto you well ſpeaking 3 fo which cauſe pon 72 
ſpall all be put to death with him. The Baſter | * 
anſwered : O moſt Noble Emperoz, the time | ! 
is not long betwirt this and to mozrow non; I. 
then (by the grace of God) you ſhall hear him 
fpeak dilcecetly, and ſhall declare the truth ok 
all things; and this J p2omiſe you he will 
Ane the ſull. upon pain of mylife, if pon 
11 5 wild 
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ll ſpare him ſo long time: if pou: find · it not 
A 5 then take my liſe, and the lives of us Al. 
Ehen ſeid the Emperoz, if J might but hear 
l; py Son ſpeak; it would give me-luffcient ton⸗ 
ent anz z weuld not defirelonger to lwe. Thru 
nſweked che Paſter: all his and moze rou 
fall hear and 1e, and conſeſs it to be true, it 
or will but abide this little time, and then 
e ſtrife that hãth been betwixt us and the Em⸗ 


m to be put to death through the words dt 
ur moſt ungodly Wife, J tell you of a truth, 
ſhall_happen wozſe to you, than it did to a 
Bnight that died fe2 a little blod that he ſaw 
his Mike to bleed, to whom afterwards ſhe was 
"moſt unnatural: then laid the Empero2z that 


example would J fain hear. Then laid the Pa⸗ 


Mer ; let your Son be called again, and J ſhall 
tell you lo notable Example, that during your 
life you may beware cf the unſtableneſs of wo- 
men. Then the Cnipero2 ſaid, J hall; go call 
my Son again upon condition, that to mozrow 
J ſhall hear him lpeak, as pou have p2omiſed : : 
the Maſter ſaid 3 do that my Lo2d , fox it ſhall 
be ſo, and began to tell as followeth. 1 


The Example of the Seventh Maſter. 


. Mike, whom he loved intirely, lo that he 
could 


zels will clearly be detited. And if pou luffer © q 


Here was a Knight that had a fair young 


he Seven, Wiſe 


Fl 


U 


U 


could not be out of her ſight. It happened on a 
time, that they played together at Cheſs, and 
the Knight by chance had a knife in his hand, 
and ſhe foztuned to mite her hand on the knife, 
do chat alittle blood began to appear. When the 
Bnight ſaw his wife bleed, he tell to the ground ä 
in a (wound; his wife ſing; that, caſt cold wa⸗ 
ter on his face, inſomuch that he came a little 
- to Himſelf; and ſaid lightly : Call the Curate 
with the Poly Sacrament, foz J mult die; {02 
the blod that J have ſeen come krom your fin- 
ger hath ſmitten death to my heart; Then 
the Paieſt came, and comforted: him much, 
and adminiſtred the Sacrament unto him, and 
anon he died: fo2 whole death there was great 
lozrow, elpecially by his Mike: allo 5 
. i 0 2 
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blequies were finiſhed 3 ſhe went and lay upen 

0 eve, and there made great lamentatien, 

il did, ſhe would never depart thence, but 1 

„ Durtle-dove he would foz the love ol her 

TT #- Yusband there abide, and die. Then went her 

Ftiends and Neighbouts unto her, and ſaid 2 

+ what availeth this fo2 his ſoul, to live here 

| Wer ping until pon die? it is better that you 
go home, and there give Alms fo2 the love of 
God, and that ſhall moze avail pour ſoul, then 
in this place to abide; To whom ſhe anſwered 2 
J pzay you hold pour peace, you are evil coun⸗ 
ſellozs3 conſider ye not, how J am from him 
ſcparated by death, fo2 a little bloud he ſaw 
= out of my finger: 2 thereto2e I ſhall never 

from hence de part: 

Per Friends hearing that, made her a little 
Houle nigh the Gave, and putting therein all 
things neceſſary, went their wayes, thinking 
within a while ſhe would be weary to be alone, 
and ſo deſolate from all company, anÞ thereby 

- deſire again the company of the people. 
 - In the City was then a Law, that if an Df- 
fender againſt the Law were hanged, the She- 
riff all night ſhould watch the dead body armed; 
and ik it happened that the body hanged were 
ſtoln, the Sheriff ſhould loſe all his Lands and 
his life at the Rings pleaſure, It happened ſon 
after the night was dead, that a man ſhould 
banged fo2 treſpaſiing, ſo that the Sheriff = 
3 that 
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ight watched by the Gallows, not ſas - 
krom the City, and the Church-yard was not 

far from the lame: then began the Sheriff to be 
ld cold, that he could not poſſibly endure it, but 
was even ready to die, except he might ſpeedily 
warm him, it was ſo extreme cold, and lo great 


à a Frofl, and by chance he eſpying a fire on the 
. Thurch-yard, he haſted, and came thereto, and 


when he was come near to it, he knocked at the 
little houſe. The woman ſaid, who at this time 
knocketh at the houſe of the ſoxrowful woman: 


Me anlwered, A am the Sheriff that hath endu- 


red much cold, and am ready to freeze to death, 
unleſs without delay you let me warm my ſelf; 
He ſaid unto him: J fear that ik J let you in, 


pe ſhould cauſe me to be mo2ze heavy. Ve ſaid: 


I'p2omiſe vou, that I ſhall ſay no woꝛds to your 


"diſpleaſure, Then the let him in; and when he 


5 ſitten a while by the fire, and was well 
med, he ſaid unto her; D fair woman, 
your licence would J fain ſpeak but one 


— with vou. She anſwered, Sir, ſay what 


pleaſeth vou. Then he ſaid, O Lady, vou be a 
fair Gentlewoman, rich and poung, were it not 
mo2e convenient foz you to dwell at home, and 
to give alms, then to waſte your (elf here with 
weeping 2 She ſaid, Sir Knight, had J known 
this bekoze, pou had not come in, fozJ:ſap to 
you, as I have ſaid to pthers aftentimes; vou 
_ mp Dusbanr loved me ſo well, Wee 
itt 
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little blod he law me bleed outisf hip. füger, he 
is dead; wherefoze J will here die for the love 

ok him. As the Knight heard this, he tok leave 

and went again unto the Gallows; and when 


he was come ˖ thither; aud ſaw that the Thief 
(he left there hanging) was ſtoln away, he 
began to war heavp, and ſaid $ wo is me, what 
ſhall J do: fo2 J have loſt mp life, and all my 


gods: and going up and down thus full of _ 
*. 


row, he knew not what way to turn himſel 


at laſt he concluded to go to the veſolateLady, ©. 


and ſew her the heavinels of his heart, to wit, 
if ſhe could give him any god counſel 2 when 
he was come thither, he called, and ſhe asked 
him the cauſe : and he laid, Padam, Jam 
the Sheriff that was right now with vou, and 
A would fain ſhew vou the ſecrets of my heart, 
therefoze J pꝛay pon open the dw2Z And he 
went in, and ſaid unto her: O mot vertusus 
Lady, Jam now tome to have pour advice; 
fo2 you knov the Laws of the Land are, that 
when any man is hanged, and ſfolw off. the 


Gallows, the Sheriffs Life and Gods are in 
the Kings hands: Now it happened while 1 


was here, and warmed me, the Thick: was 
ſtoln; therefoze J p2ay fair Lady, fo2 the love 


of God, give me your beſt advice, what to do, 
She anſwered: J have compaſſton upon pon, 


les by the Lao have loft pour lift and gods 
to the Ming de now after my'counſel 5 and 
te | A Fe ” 
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4 (hall loſe neither: he anſwered, J am to vor! 


great bound, hoping to have god — 
he ſaid, will you then pꝛomiſe to take me to 


pour wife - 2 The-Rnight anſwered: would God 


pou were indeed ſo minded: but A fear you dil⸗ 
dain to humble your ſelf unto ſo po2 a night: 


the ſatd, J give you my will there; and he gave 


her again his will, and conſented to be her 


Knight during his life. Then laid ſhe, pe know 


ſuch a day my Lo2d was buried, which fo? the 


love of me died; take him out of the Sepulchze, 
and hang him up inſtead of the Thiekt. The 
Bnight antwered: Lady, pour counſel is very 
god; then went they and opened the Sepul⸗ 


che and dzew him out, The Knight ſaid unto 


the Lady, how ſfall we now do? becauſe ere 
the Thief was hanged, two of his teeth were 


Witten out, and I tear me, ik that were per⸗ 


ceived, J ſhall die the death. Then the Lady 
ſaid: Take a ſtone: and ſtrike out two of his 
teeth. The Knight anſwered, Padam, that 
may not J do, foz while he lived he was my 
truſty Friend, and it ſhould be to me great re⸗ 
buke, to do ſo diſloyal a deed to his body, being 
dead, She anſwered : foz your love 4 all do 
it; and p2eſcntly tok. a ſtone, and ſmote out 


two ok his teeth, and ſaid to the Sheriff: take 


him and hang him upon the Gallows like the 
Thief. The Knight laid: J fear to do it, foꝛ the 
a in taking was wounded upon his head, 

| and 
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and he lacked his ears. © Padam, God foz⸗ 
bid that J do ſo to the dead body, that J loved ſo 


Swoꝛd, and J ſhall foz your lave do it, and 
tok the Swoꝛd, and ſmote a manly ſtroke on 
the dead mans fozehead, and cut off his ears, 


him. Then the Knight anſwerev, pet J fear 
to hang him, koz the Thief wanted both his 
ones, and if he be ſearched, and not found 
without, all my labour is loft, Then ſaid ſhe, 
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ter is ſo ſure + Make a knife, and cut off his 
ſfones. And he anſwered :- That J may not 


me, fe2 you know what a man is without his 
ſtones. She ſaid 2: foz the love of pou J Gall 
do it, and tok the knife, and cut off her Yus- 
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the Gallows; and ſo was the Sherif-deliver- 
ed. Then ſaid the Lady, now pe be belivered 
from all dangers by my counſel, therefoze A 
'o deſire you (accowing to pꝛomiſe) that ye wed 
it me. The Knight ſaid, J have made a vow 
e that J ſhall never wed other ſo long as J live, 
e which J shall perkozm: then he laid, O thou 


WW 
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Ie moſt ſhameful and wozft of all women, who 
would take ther to Wife 2 an honourable and 


IA3  , £ loving 
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well in his life, Then ſaid ſhe, give me you 


and when ſhe hay thus done, ſhe ſaid, now hang 


JI never ſaw man. ſo fearful, ſ&ing the mat⸗ 


do in any wiſe, and therefoze J pꝛap pou {pare - 


bands ſtones; and ſaid : now take the Churle 
thus dilfigured, and hang him up without dzcadz/:+ 
and they went both, and hung the body upon 


The Seven Wile - 
loving Unight was thy Pustand, who foz a lit 
tle blood that he law if ue cut of thy finger died. 

Now hall theu [mitten cut two of his tecth,5 
cut off his cars and ſlenes, and made a great 
wound in his head; whet Devil would marry 
thee :; therefeze thou flalt never ſlame god man 
moze: J will rid thee of thy life 3 and ſo ew 
his Duo, and with one ſtroke ſmecte off ler 
head. 

Then the Paſter ſaid unto the Emperoz: 
My Led, have peu underſtod what J have 
laid: Be anſwered, right well: Among all 
women this vas the vet, and the Knight re⸗ 
v-arded her accozdingly, tłat ſhe ſtould no me2e 
do lame. - The Emperoz ſaid moztover, O 
god Paſter, might J but hcar my Don (peak 
I Gould have no care cf my ſelk. Then laid the 

MPaſter, to mozrow cu ſhall hear him ſpeak, 

und he fall ſhew the truth cf all the variances 
betuixt us and the Empꝛels, as J hope, and ſo 

* lcave of tl e Emperoz, and departed. 

N DIO CL ESI AN, the Emperors Son, 

complained on the Empreſs and how he ex- 

.culed- himſelf to her Complaint, 


x | 


/ 


Fter tlat all the Paſters tok ceunſel 
how they ſhould bzing the Child out of 
14 P:iicn, and lead him to the Palace, fo 

1 ent to the « Child in Pꝛilen! beloꝛe midday, his 
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F connſel to hear: to whom the Child ſaid, what 
„ you will, (Fall pleaſe 3 but bufie not pour ſelves 
* bow J tall anſwer, 02 what J ſhall ſay foz 


e With joy J ſhall anſwer all that ſhall be de⸗ 
manded of me, When the Seven Wiſe Pa- 


P 
ji 
l and two of the Paſters went befoze him; one 


on his right hand, and another on his left, and 
the other thee followed him, and befoze all 


went twelve men with Inſtruments of Puſick, 
who bꝛoͤught him with great melody to the 
Palace. When the Emperoꝛ heard this melo⸗ 
dy, he demanded what it was; then it was told 
him by the ſtanders by, ſaying, mighty Empe⸗ 
x02 it is your Son which come th befoze pou, 
And befoze all your Lo2ds, ly k and excuſe 
himſelf of all that is laid to his ch harge. The 
Empero? ſaid, that is god tydings , if J might 
hear my Don ſpeak. nd when the Child was 
come into the Palace, he rode to his Father, and 
ſaid unto him: Hail my moſt dear and Royal 
Father. 

And when the Emperoz heard the voice of his 
Son, - he was ſo glad, that fo2 joy he fell to the 
earth, but his Don haſted to take up his Fa- 
ther again, and when he came to htmſelf, then 
began the Pon to declare the whole matter to 

is. Father : and there came ſo great a multi⸗ 
Hide to che teren * the Child ſpeak, = 
"of * #8 + 1 F 
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ſters heard that they were exceeding joyful, and 
cloathed him in Purple, and Cloth of Gold, 
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the noice of them was fo great, that the Child 
cculd not be heard. The Emperoz confidering 
that, cauſed money to be th2own into the 
ſtreets, that the People therewith ſhould be 
buſted out of the Palace, the better to hear 
the Child ſpeak ; but they regarded not the mo- 
ney. When the Emperoz perceived that, be 


commanded ſilence on pain of death: And 


when they were all till , the Child egan to 
peak as followeth: O moſt dear Father, befo2e 
J ſpeak any thing. A intrcat you, that the 
Empzels with all her Chamber-Baids may 
be pꝛelent. Do the Emperoz commanded the 
Empzels with all her Maids to come without 
pelap, The Empaels hearing that (in great 
fear) came with her Paids and the Child om | 

: ks. is 
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igt ſ& them. Then ſaid the Child, Sir, de⸗ 
jold.the Chamber-maid that ſtandeth there in 
| py (whom ye know the Empzels loveth a⸗ 
FE 4 /bove all other) command her to be uncloathed 

gf 4. befoze us all, and ter what ſie is. The Emperoz 
aid, dear Don, that would ſhame itz all, to have 
n woman ſtand naked befoꝛe us; he ſaid, if it be 
a woman, it is my ſhame; ik not, let the ſhame 
- abide in her. When ſhe was uncloathed, ſhe aps 
| Festes to be a man, whereat thep wondzed. 


The Complaint of the Emperors Son, 
on the Emgrels: 


this Ribauld hath many.a.night lain with 


ir pour Wed, and him the Empzels loveth 8 
12. all others, which thing vou did not knom. 
e | - When the Emperoz had ſeen theſe. t 


dhe with great indignation gave command t t 
1 the Empꝛels andRibauld ſhould be us A 
ather, 


t the Son anſwered : my Low and F 


*, 


| fa fly accuſe me of, and declares how on 
e hath complained of me ; and ſought all 
teans how to take my like, Then ſaid the Ems 
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n to ſland befo2e the people on a row, that he 


8 | bh ſaid the on untorhe Father, behold 


Froz : Py dear Pon, J commit all the pings - 


be pour Mile in pour Chamber, and hath-defiled 


e no haſte to give judgment, till A have 8 
20ved her foz the grievous flandevs ſhe vip - 
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ment into your hands. The Son. anſwered, iff; 
He be found a lyar, the Law fall give ſentenceſon 
againit her: but my Royal Father, when von 


ſent foz me, at her carneſt requeſf, then J 


liert, 


t 
with my Paſters beheld the Stars, by which A | 


AI perceived, that if J ſhould have ſpoken unto 


port, oz any living Creature within the ſpace 
of ſeven days: I ſhould have died a moſt ſhame⸗ 
ful death, and fo2 that cauſe only J did fozbear. 


to ſpeak until this pꝛeſent. 
And whereas the Empzels moſt unjuſtly 
bath accuſed me, that J would have raviſhed 


her, therein ſhe lyeth lallly; fo2 ſhe moſt adul- 


teroully pꝛovoked me to defile the Bed of my 
moſt gracious Low and Father the Emperoz. 
And when the in no wile could bzing me there⸗ 
to; ſhe tok Pen, Ink, and Paper, and bad me 
waite the cauſe wherefoze J would not pield. 


And when J had wzitten the cauſe-thereof, and 


how J would not my Fathers P2chard de- 
file, then ſhe began to tear her Cloaths, and 
leratch her vilage, lo that it guſhed fo2th with 
blod, and cried with a loud voice: This pour 
Don (having a mind full of luſt) would have 
Wonged peur Paincely Bed, and J reſiſting 
his luſt, moſt mhumanely hath he tom mp 
fleſh, *When the Emperoꝛ heard this, he behely 
her with a full countenance, and ſaid in thig 
manner: O wetched woman, was not thy 

Ribayld ſufficient to fulfil thy foul and lete 
7 | y 
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FTrous appetite; but wouldeſt alſo have made mp 


don : Then fell the Empꝛels at the Emperozs 
feet, and cryed \o2 mercy, The Empero? ſaid + 
D thou curſed and unhappy woman, thou ask- 
eſt ſozgiveneſs, but art worthy of none, ſoz 
© chou raft deſerved to die in thee refpects 2 firſt, 


ſin that thru tat committed Arultery: ſeconds 
ly, in that then moſt Taſcivioufip haſt p2oveked 
mp Don to a melt abominable ſin, and laid the 


crime lally and unjuſfly upen kim: thirdly 
and lallly, in that thou haſt every Tap incited 


me by thy falſe tales to pur my Sen to Teath ; 


therefoze the Law ſtall tave its ccurſe againſt 


thee, and condemn thee unto cath, as thou haſt © + 


delerved. 

Then anſwered lis Sen, Poſt Noble Fas 
ther, yeu know well that fo2 her leaſings, A 
was daily led to hanging: Fut my Paſters 
with the help cf Cod hath delivered me. 'D my 
moſt honcurable Lozd and Fatker, it was told 
ycu by the Empreſs, that A ſhculv allo (by the 
help ot my Faſters) depoſe peu: aud that J did 
labour by all means to deſtroy vou, and to ſit in 
your Throne: would pou not then have much 
grit ved: have you not the whole cemmand and 
Government cf this peur Kingdom + Where- 


oe then Gould J not uſe all the skill I have to 


help you, my moſt honcured Father, rath er than 
Fi wap to deſtroy pou £ And ſeeing from you 
Fave mp living, J ul repute you my Dove- 


raign 
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reign Loꝛd and Father, during my life, and no 
in any manner depzive port of peur honour, 
but buſie my ſelf about governing the lame, 
and all pour commands J ſhall fulfil but it ig 

as the Father that caſt his Son into the Sta ta 
d2own him, becauſe he ſaid he ſhould live to be Þ* 
a greater Lo2d than his Father was; and pet 
the Don by pꝛovidence was ſaved, and became 
greater than his Father, and per was no hin⸗ 
derance to him, but p2ofited them much; allo 
vou lee, that my life and carriage is never like 
to hinder pou, but ſhall be to pour comfozt. 
Then ſaid the Emperoz: bleſſed be the Al- 
mighty God, and the hour Jbecat thee, and de⸗ 
fired ſuch a Don, that J find ſo expert in all 
things; tell me an example, by which we may 
perfectly underſtand thy wiſdom and my. heart 
the better to enjoy thee. | 

Then ſaid the Son, honourable Father,com- 
mand fir't ſilence to be made, that J be not let⸗ 


ted, vl 7 have done: and when that is ended, 


give Decucence accowing to Law upon me and 
the Empꝛels. Then commanded the Emperoz 
, filence, and the Child began to tell in ample 
manner as followeth. 0 


M A STERS: 
ifs 
70 The Example of DIOCLESIAN the 
| the Emperors Son. 
1 Mere was a Knight which had but one Son, 
tal 1 that He leved right dear in the beginning, 
be las ye have loved me, whom he delivered to a 
ct Paltcr;; that dwelt in a far Country, to be Y 
te bought up in learning and knowledge. This 4 
Child as he wared in years, increaſed in wil⸗ } 
o dom and knowled very much. And when he : 
e had been with his Paſter ſeven years, his Fa- ' 
- [ther dcſired to ſ& him, and ſent letters that he 
- [ould come again into his Country, and viſit | 
his friends, as pou ſent foꝛ me. The Child wag *: 
[ |dbedient to his Father, and came; At whole "4 
) 


coming he did exceedingly jop, fox that be was 
grown as well in comelineſs of body, as in 
doctrine and Icarning, and to every man ap⸗ 
pcared pleaſant and gentle. 

It happened upon a day that the Father and 
Mother ſitting at the Table, the Child ſerving 
chem, a Nightingale came flying: befo2e the 
Window where they late, and began to ſing | 
ſo ſweetly , that they marvelled : And the |; 
Knight laid: O how ſweetly this Bird ſingeth ! 
Well were He that could underſtand His 
Song, and ſhew the interp2etation thercof, 
Then ſaid the don: my wozſhipful Father, the 1 
Song of this Nightingale J could declare, but 
* fear pour diſpleaſure. The F-ther * L 

dip 


Fi 


„ #7 BY 
” 
= . 
i 


| 


n 


—— 
— 
- 


boldly my Son the interp2etation of the Eird, 
and pe ſhall pꝛove whether J be angry oz not, 
but J fall mark well the canſe of my anger. 
When the Son heard that, he laid: the Night- 
ingale ſaid in her Song, That I ſhall become a 
great Lord, honoured of all men, namely of my 
Father, who ſhall bring me water to waſh, and 
my Mather hill hold the Towel. The Fathet 
ſaid, thou ſhalt never have ſuch ſervice of us, 
no? ſuch dignity ſhall follow ther, and in great 
madneſs and wodneſs he tak his Don upon 
his ſhoulders, and ran to the Sea; ànd calf him 
in, and ſaid : Lye there Jntevipzeter. The 
Child cculd ſwim ; and wimming to Land, 
where. he was) four daps without. Pan's 
 dzink ; the fifth day there came a Ship, an 
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© the. Child ſaw that, he called to the @hipmenz 
and ſaid : fo2 the love of God deliver me from 
death. The Ship-men ſaw it was a fair young. 
5 man, and had compallion on him, and with the 
Boat fetched him aboard, and carried him into 
F a far Country, and ſold him to a Duke, The 
Child grew very pꝛoper and ſair, and the Duke 
loved him, and had him greatly in favour. 
Upon a time the Ping of that Nealm called 
all the great Lows and Poble⸗men within the 
Realm together, to ſit in Council. This Duke 
then prepared to go to the ſaid Council; any 
giving great reward to the wiſdom of the Child, 
to the Child with him. And when they were 
d, aſſembled befoze the Bing and. his Council: 
My well beloved Lo2ds and Friends, ſaid the 
x, | Bing, will you know the cauſe wherefoze J have 
e- | aſſembled you + They aulwered : we all are 
(Doveraign Lozd) at pour command, Then 
ſaid the Bing, it is a ſecret that J ſhall ſhew 
vou; if any man can declare what it ſignifieth. 
wear unto him by my Crown, J will give 
him mp only Daughter in marriage, and he 
Tall be my fellow in the Realm ſo long as 
4 lives. andafter my death ſhall poſſeſs my whole 
Kingyom.- And the Myſtery is this: 
Thune Ravens follow me till whereſoever J 
go, crying out with ſuch hozrible voices, that 
9 E pain is grievous fo2 me te hear them, and 
Moze to behold their loks : wherefoze if. 
JE 1 + | * - | there 
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tete be any man which knoweth the cauſes 
A ** 1 their earneſt following of me, and an 
ew what they mean by- thetr crying, 
- bvoid them away from me, without boube : 
43 - fall fulfil this pzomiſe that I have made. And 
as the King had thus ſaid, there was none 

| found in all the Council, that underſtod the 

cauſe, 02 could dzive away the Kavens; Then 

ſaid the Child unto the Duke: My Lozd, think 

you the King will perfozm what he hath pꝛo⸗ 

miſled : Will you laid the Duke, that J 

give the King knowledge of what pou can do? 

Then the Child ſaid : J will my life pledge, 

that J Fall make god what J have ſaid. When 

the Duke heard that, he went to the King and 

laid: Py Lo and King, here is a young man 

that deth pꝛomile to ſatisfie pou, in all that your 

deſire touching theſe Kavens, if you will fulfi 

what ycu have p2cmiſed, The King woze by 

the Crown cf his Kingdom, the which A have 

pꝛomiled fiall be fulfilled, Then he bzought | 

the Child befoze the Eing, and when the King 

beheld him, he ſpoke unto him after this man 

ner : O fair Child, can you anſwer this my 

queſtion « The Child anſwered i Yea my Low, 

and that in che beſt manner: Pour queſtion 

is, Wherefoze the Ravens follow vou, and 

horribly call upen you £ To which J anſwer 

It happened, that there were two Ravens, a 

Pale and a Female, that bzought out between 


them | 


* * ” 
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them a third Raven, and in that place ther? 
was a great Famine and ſcarcity of all man⸗ 
ner of Fwd, that Pen, Ecaſts, and Fowls dy⸗ 
* ed fo2 want. Now the third Raven was at chat 
time very poung, and not able to ip abꝛoad, ta 
get her lwing the Female ſhe left it, feking 
how (Fe might get her own living; and came 
no moe to the Feaſt, The Palcſeing that, 
with great penurp and labour fed the dung 
Raven till he was able to fly: and when the 
Dearth was gone, the Female Raven returned 
home again to the poung Naven, and would 
accompany with him; but the Pale leing that, 
would have dziven her away, ſaping : ſhe in his 
great neceſſity left his company, and therefo2e 
now he ſhould have no fellowſhtp with her. She 
alledged, that the had in his hatching great la- 
_ and ſozrow, and ſuffered much penury, and 
4 oz that cauſe ſhe ſhould rather enjoy his com- 
2 than the Pale. 

Foz this cauſe my Soveraign Low they fol- 
low you, asking which of them all have com⸗ 
pany. with the young Raven, and this is the 
cauſe of this hozrible clamour that they make 
ta: 1p unto vou. But my honoured Low, when 
ous have given ſentence, you {hall never moe 
troubled wich their crying. Then anſwerev 
the Bing, becauſe the Female hath fozſaken 
the poung Raven in his neceſſity, it Candeth 
with juſtice that ſhe ſhould not follow Lim, but 
LK do 
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do without his fellowſhip. And whereas the Y- 
ſaith, that in hatching and bzinging fozth the 
had great pain and travel, that helpeth not, fo: 
her pain was turned into joy, as ſon as ſhe ſaw F 
the young Raven in the wo2ld, But in regard 
the Male is the cauſe of the generation of every 
Beaſt of the earth, and every fowl of the air; 
and alſo becauſe the young Raven in his necel⸗ 
ſity was ſuſtained, and fed by the Pale; there- 
foe J conclude both fox judgment and ſentence 
definitive, that the poung Raven ſhall abide 
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- When the Ravens heard that ſentence, with 
great noiſe and cry they flew up into the air, 
and were no moe ſeen in all that Region. 
This done, the Bing demanded of the poung 
8 | man 
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man, what his name was? he anſwered, 3 n. 
that 
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called Alexander: Then ſaid the Bing, J 

that you grant me ene requeſt, which is, 
from hencefo2th pou take me, and none other, 
fo2 your:Father :fo2 you ſhall have my Daugh⸗ 
ter to Wife, and the whole Government and 
poſſeſſion of my Realm. Young Alexander az 
bode fill there with the King, and every man 
did exceedingly love him; foꝛ he began to haunt 
Juſts and Tourneps, wherein he always won 
the Pꝛize befoze all other in Egypt, ſs that his 
Peer was not to be found: neither was there ſo 


hard a queſtion put to him, but He could make 


known the true ſenſe and meaning thereof, 
At that time there was an Cmpero2 named 
Titus, who excelled in courteſie and curiofity 
all other Emperozs, Kings, and Pꝛinces in the 
wozld ; inſomuch that ſuch fame-flew over the 
would of it; that whoſoever would p2ofit in 
cunning, manners, 92 behaviour, muſt goto the 
Emperozs Court, When Alexander heard 
thereof, he ſaid to the Ming: my moſt honozable 
Low and Father, pou know that the wozld is 
full of the fame of the Empero?, that it is very 
delectable to abide in his Court: wherefoze, i 
it pleaſe you my renowned Lo2d and Father, J 
would very gladly go to his Court that J map 
obtain mote wiſdom, and grow pꝛompted in 


- Wanners and Behaviour, then now Jam. 
Whereupon anſwered the Bing: it pleaſerh \..- -*: 
| K 2 ms-= 2 


* * 2 


The Seven Wile 


e right well; but take with, you plenty of 


vid and filver , and other ueceſſaries , that 
vou mp honour there map ſave, and have alſo 
that which is to you moſt requiſite and neceſ- 
lary, And it ſeemeth unto me molt expedient, 


that befoze- pour departing pou do marry my 


Daughter. 

Then-anſwered Alexander; Will it pleaſe 
you my Lo2d to ſpare me at this time, and at 
my return J ſhall wed her with all henour un⸗ 
to her appertaining. The King auſwered; 
Since it is pour will to go unto the Emperoꝛs 
Court, J giwe my conſent , then Alexander 
tok his leave of the King , and tok with him 
abundance ot treaſure, and went to the Empe⸗ 
r02s Courts where when he was come, with 
many followers he went befoze the Emperoz, 


and kell upon his knees, and did him Reve- 
5. TENCE, 
The Emperoz roſe from his Scat Impe⸗ 


rial, and killed him, and asked whence , and 
what he was, and wherefoze he was come: he 
anſwered. Jam Son and Peir to the Bing of 
Egypt, and am come to ſerve pour molt high 


'Pajeſty,. if it-pleaſe pou to accept of me. The 


Empexoꝛ ſaid, he was heartily welcome; and 
committed him to his Steward, and made him 
his Carver. The Steward ozwdained him a fair 
Chamber; and pꝛovided all things chat, were 
neceſlary to che lame; and Alexander: hohaved 
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himfelf co well, that in ſhozt time he was be- 
loved of all people, 
Not long after came the Kings Son ef Frar 

to ſerve the, Emperoꝛz, and to learn god quali⸗ 
ties and comely behaviour: him the Emperoz 
received honourably, demanding his name; and 
of what kindzed he was come: he anſwered, J 
am Son to the King of France, and J have to 


name Lodowick your Serrant: Then ſaid the 


Emperoz, J have made Alcxander my Carver, 
and you ſhall be my Cup⸗bearer, that always ye 
may ſerve at my Table; and commanded the 
Steward to aſſign him a Lodging, whom he 
placed with Alexander, Theſe two were ſo like 
in ſtature, viſage, and condition, that hardly the 
one might be known from the other, but that 
Alexander was mote cunning than Lodowick, 
fo2 he was Feminine and ſhame-faced 3; and 
thele-poung men loved well, 

The Emperoꝛ had onely one Daughter, na⸗ 


med Florentine, right fair and gracious, that 
ſhould be his Yetr, whom he loved intirely; the 


had a Court and Dervants alligned: to her the 
Emperoꝛ every day accuſtomed to ſend from his 
Table of his dainties, in token af love, by 
Alexander, inſomuch that the Daughter began 
to have him marveloufly in her favour, becauſe 
of his wiſe and comely behaviour. 
Tpon a day Alexander had ſuch buſineſs, 
Gon he ſerved not at the Table, noꝛ none other 
| * 3 in 
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in his rom: Lodowick perceiving that, ſerved 
{\o2 him, and as ſon as he had ſerved in his laſt 
ſervice upon his knee, the Cmperoz commanded 
him to bear a Diſh to his Daughter as he was 


wont, thinking he was Alexander. Then Lo- 


dowick went to the Emperozs Daughter, ſa- 
luting her with great Reverence, and ſet the 
meat befoze her; till then he had not ſeen her. 
She perceiving it was net Alexander, ſaid to 
him, What is your Name; and whoſe Don are 
vou: He anſwered Her, Padam, J am the 
Kings Don of France, and my name is Lodo- 
wick: fc ſain, I thank pcu fo2 peur pains: 
and then he departed. In the mean time came 
Alexander to the Table, and they fulfilled their 
Service. | 

Dinner being done, Lodowick went to bed 
ſoze ſick: Alexander perceiving that, went to 
his Chamber, and laid unto him, O my beſt 
beloved Friend and Fellow, how is it with 
you, and what is the cauſe of pour infirmity :? 


Ye.anſwered, The cauſe J know not, but J 


am ſoze ſick ,- and fear J cannot eſcape death. 
Alexander ſaid: The cauſe of your infirmity J 
knom well; fo2 to day as vou bare the meat to 
the Emperozs Daughter, ye beheld her beau⸗ 
ty ſo fervently, that pour heart was raviſhed 
with her love. Whereupon he anfwered, O 
Alexander, all the Phyſicians in the Wold 
{wulv nor more truly zunge mr ſickneſs, bur'I 
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fear it will my death. Then ſaid. Alexander, 


be of god comfozt, J will help pou unto my 
ower; and fozthwith went to a Perchant, 1 
ought with his own money a. fair Cloth, ſet 


with pꝛecious tones, unknown to Lodowick, 


and p2eſented it in his behalf to the Pzinceſs x 
as ſon as ſhe beheld it, ſhe asked where he had 
that collly Cloth: he laid, Padam, of the Son 
of the moſt Chziſtian King of France, who ſend⸗ 
eth it you foz your love; foꝛ he having but once 
beheld your -Paincely face, is grown ſick even 
unto death; thereto2e-if you ſuffer him to pe⸗ 
riſh, vou will never recover honour, -- 

Then ſaid ſhe : God Alexander, would pol 
counſel me to loſe my Uirginity-2 God defen 
that 3 and be ye ſure Alexander, that fo 7 1 fuch 
Pellages. you ſhall never, win thanks 
therefoze go out ot my ſight, and ſpeak no — 
thereof; When Alexander heard that, did obey⸗ 
lance, and departed. 

The next day Alexander again to the 
City, and bought a Chaplet that was twice the 
value of the Cloch, and went to the Pzinceſſes 

mber, and gave it her on the behalf of Lo- 

owick.. And when ſhe ſaw 7 at coſtly gift, che 

ſaid. unto him „J maxvel that ſo often von 
have ſeen and ſpoken with me, and have not 
done your own errand in ſpeaking fo2 your felt, 
but fo another. Then anſwered he, O Pay 
va, I have not done ſa, becauſe mp birth is 
6 B 4 not 


% 
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net to be compared with yours: allo my heart 
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And the third day he went to the City, and 
bought a Girdle that was of mote value, and 
cofflicr than the Chaplet was, and p2eſented it 
W her in the behalt of Lodowick: and when ſhe 
keheld that g kt ſo p2ecious, (fe laid unto Alcx+ 
ander, ſay to 'Lodowick that he come to my 
Chamber abeut'the third hour in the night, and 
he Fall find the dez cpen: and Alexander htar⸗ 
ing that, was glad, and went to his fellow and 
aid: my beſt beloved fellow be of god comfozt, 
fox Jhave conquertd the Pꝛincels to you, and 
ches night J chall bzing thee to her Chamber. 
And when that was laid, he ſtarted up as though 
de had awakened out vf his rep, and as well 
revibed, and foꝛ great joy became. well: the next 
night Alexander tok Lodowick ànd bꝛought 
him to the Chamber ef the Lady, with whom 
che was in lolate all night: and from that time 
forth all Her mind was upon hint, ſo that there 
vas but one love ketwien them both. 1 
N. a | ny 
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And after that Lodowick uſed oſtentimes to 
viſit ber, ſo that in pꝛoceſs of time it came to 
the ears cf the Knights and Gentlemen ok the 
Ct urt, how that the Emperoꝛs Daughter was 
known by Lodowick : And they conſpired a⸗ 
mong themſelves how they might find him, 
and intrap him ſo as to take him. As Alexander 
had knowledg thcr:of, he armed him to with⸗ 
ſtand them 3 and when the Knights understood 
that, they feared Alexander, ſuffered his fel- 
low to go in peace. Alexander many times put 
himſelf in jeepardp foz him, he not knowing 
thereof : but the Pꝛincels knew it well. 

In ſho2t time after came Letters to Alexan- 
der of the death of the King of Zpypt, that he 
(ould Haflily ceme and receive his Kingdom 
with honour-and jop: and that {ewed he unto 
the P:inceſs/and to Lodowick , and allo of his 
departing : wherefoze they were ſozrowful; 
he ſaid alſo to the Emperoz, my honourable 
L od, plcaſeth it you to underſland, J have re- 
cetv'd Letters of the death of my Father; where⸗ 
fo:e it Lehoveth me to go and receive the Kings 
dom, and that you will be pleaſed to give me 
leave to depart; and fo2 all the benefits to me 
done, A offer my ſelf and all my gods: and ra- 
ther thaw I ſhould by mp going any way dil⸗ 
pleaſe 'yow my Lo, J will fozſake all mp 
Realm, and abide with you Mill, 


Then 
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Then laid the Emperoꝛ, know pou foz certain 
that foꝛ your departure J am right heavy, foz 
vou were the belt Servant in my Court; but it 
becometh-not an Emperoz to hinder his Ser- 
vants from their advancements 3+ but rather 
pꝛomote them to higher honour 2 therefoze go 
vou unto our Treaſurer , and he: ſhall deliver 


vou as much Gold as you will have, and in the | 


Name of God (and my Bleſling) go into pour 
Ceuntry,, And thus Alexander had leave of the 
Empero!, and bad him farewel : and they were 


*alls ſozrowkul foz his departure, foz he was be- | 


loved ot all. Zan 0 tart 

Lodowick with the Pꝛincels bzought him on 
his way ſeven miles at leaſt: after that Alex - 
ander mauld not-fufler them to go any further: 
then fell they both to the ground with great 


heavineſs. And Alexander tok aud lifted him 


up, and comfozted him with fair woꝛds, and 
lad: OLodewick, my beſt beloved fellow! J. 
warn pow that the ſecrets het wixt vou and my 


adp, vcu hide as pzivily as pou, map, and take | 


gad Hed to all things: {o2 J wot another 
hall come and be in my ſtead, that Call envy 
peu of the favour and grace that vou ſand in 
wich tthe Cmpero2, and pay and right; ſhall lie 
in wait ts take you in a fault, and to put vou 
torrchuke. Then enfwered Lodowick,, and 
ſaid: O Alexander, J Gall beware as much as 
is poſlible: but how ſhall J do when J ſhall 
X : 7D - N want 
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want your company: Therefore one thing A 


I fall dcſire ycu, that ycu take this Ving of me 
4fo2 a rcemembzance. Then ſaid he, Iſhall foz 
Ithe love of you gladly receive pour Ning; and 


yet J Gall never withcut the Ring foget you x 
and ſo he cemmitted them beth to God, Then 


they embzaced cach other about his Neck, 
killed, and departed, 


Not long after the Kings Sen of Spain, na⸗ 
med Guido, was received of the Emperoz in 
the rem of Alexander, to whom the Steward 
aſligned Alexanders Chamber: the which was 
per y ſoze againſt the will of Lodowick, but he 
cculd not help it. 

Guido fing that Lodowick 2ainft his will 
had him in his fellowſhip, he grew envious a- 
gainſt him, ſo Lodowick for a long time, foꝛ fear 
of the ſame Guido, kept him from the company 
of the Lady #yevertheleſs afterwards, being 


Jovercome with her love, ſometimes he went 


again unto her as befoze. Guido perceivitig the 
ſame, waited ſo long thereon, that he knew the 
truth, and was thercſo2e certain that the Pꝛin⸗ 
ceſs was by Loduwick known, and he had com- 
pany with her. 

Upon a time it happened that the Emperoz 


pou ſſtod in the Pall, and pzaiſed Alexander fo? his 


ind Eee and wildem. 
as If 


Guido hearing that, 
my Lodd, he is not ſo wozthy to be com; 


"all ended as von imagine, fo he bath a long o_ 
en 


ant! 
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been a Trayto2 in your Youſe, Then the Em⸗ 

pero2 ſaid, Tell me how: Guido ſaid, Poit ha 
have but one only daughter, which all be pourſan 
Heir, and her Lodowick hath defiled, thzough|ga 
the help cf Alexander; and he goeth to her eve 
ry night as it pleaſeth him. As fon as the] co! 
Emperoz heard thereof he was ſoze moved, andſ ly 
Lodowick happened to come thꝛough the Pall A. 
and as the Cmpero2 ſaw him he fatd , What] yo; 
hear Jol thi, theu untrue body if it be pꝛo⸗ D. 
ted then (Falt die the moſt Nameſulleſt death] pe! 
that can be deviſed, Lodowick ſaid: mp Lozd, he 
what is the cauſe 2 Guido anſwered : A de⸗ lea 
poſed here befo2e my Lod, that thou halt de⸗ hir 
filed his -onely Daughter, and cverp night] tha 
doſt Fomnication wich her: and with battel an! 
I ſhall make it god upon thy body, with myſ von 
body. Then laid Lodowick, Jam innocent, tab 
and fallly thou doſt bely me, and thereupor 
J hold the battel , and truſt to God thy ſalſhwd 
{all; come upon thine own head. Then the 
Emperoz alligned them the day of Combate,|ſed 
That done, Lodowick went unto the Lady, and vin 


ſhewed her the cauſe, and the day of attel, byſ aſſi 


the Emperoz aſſigned , aud in what manner ver 
Guido had accuſed him; and ſaid unto Her JCa 
Now it behaveth me to have your - counſel, oycon 
elſe I muſt die; fo you know it would not a⸗ hin 
vail me to have gain⸗ſaid the Rattel, wit houl mu 
J ſpould have yielded my (df guilty: Guido ii 
KO hardg bel 
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oi] hardy, that his like is nene but Alcxander, and 4 

ur am feeble, and therefoze if J fight the Eattel as 

gh gainſt him, J were but a dead man; and ſo you 

de- all abide rebuke. Then laid ſhe, follow mp 

he] counſel, in that you miſtruſt 1 cur ſelf, go haſti⸗ 

nd] ly unto my Father, and ſap, pe have received 

Letters, whereby ycu are aſ:ured, chat the Ling 

hat] your Father is ſoze ſick 5 and lyeth upon his 

20] Death-bed, and he deüreth to lptak with pou in N 

ith] perſen, and to dilpole of his Eingdom beto2e — 

w, he departeth his lite: ſo deſtre him to give pen | 

de⸗ leave fo2 the love of pour Father, to go to viſit 

de- him,and that he will pꝛolong the day of tattel z 

xht| that in the mean ſcaſon pou may go and come, 

tel] and when you have rotten leave, as haſtily ag oy 

my|[Pou can, lecretly go to Bing A exanzer, and 'v 

nt, take him apart, and ſhew him the caule of your 

pon]coming , and deſire him in this extremity, and 

10d] He will help and ſave us, 

the]- When Lodowick heard this counſrl, it plea⸗ 

ite. ſed him well, and he did accowing 2: and hay 

and] ving obtained leave, and reſpite of the WEattel 
 bylaſſigned, he veparced towards Egypt, and ne- 

ney ver ſtaped till he came into Bing Alexanders 

er JCaſtle, When Bing Alexander underſtod his 
ojcoming, he was very glad, and went to meet, 

t a- him, receiving him honourablp, and wondung 

oulf much at his coming. 

o Then ſaid Lodowick, O my dear Lozd, and | 

rTYbeſt beloved friend, my life and death is in pour 

hands, 
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haubs, fo2 as vou ſaid befoze, that 2 kent 

have anothcr Fellow, which Gould lye in wait 
to eſpy me and deſtroy me, without J lokevJ 
moze wiſely to my ſelf; ſo long as J could J 


did abſtain from her; but afterwards the King 
Don ok Spain watched me till he perceived the 
truth: in the end he accuſed me to the Empe⸗ 
ro2, ſo that on the eighth from this day, J muſt 
be ready to fight with him body againſt body: 
and ye know he is a very ſtrong hardy man, 
and J am weak and feble: there foze hath Flo- 
rentine counſclled me, that J ſhould not hide 
this matter from pou, for ſhe knoweth you to 
be a faithful friend, that would not leave us in 
this neceſiity. 

Then ſaid Alexander, is there anp that know- 


ech of your coming unto me beſides Florentine? 


he anſwereth him, no creature living, fo2 J tok 
leave of the Emperoz to go viſit my Father, 
lying grievetſly ſick. Then Alt xander asked 
him: what counſel hath Florentine given pou, 
and how might J help peu: he laid, O my 
, Faithfnl friend , thus te hath counlelled me: 


+ confidering that we be like cach other, pou 
nhbüld come and perfozm the battel, and no one 


would know you but ſhe; and the battel done ap 


I would come again to the Court, and you re- 


turn to your own Country. Then he asked him 
when the battel ſhould be: and he ſaid , eight 
days hence, 


They 
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| Then ſaid Alexander: if J but one day*tarry 
7 befoze J depart, J cannot come by the day pꝛe⸗ 
fixed, tell me what J ſhall do, A have bidden all 
my Subjects, that to mozrow they ſbould come 
I] co my Medding, and if J ſhould go, then is the 
II dap loſt; it I ga not to the battle, then Florentine 
and pou are undone: What think pou is beſt, 
when Lodowick heard that, he fell to the earth: 
and began to ſorrow without meaſure, ſaying, 
loꝛrow comes ſuddenly to me on all ſides, Then 
laid Alexander, be of god comfo2t,tfo2 J ſhall not 


Kingdom t but hear what J have thought upon: 
ſeeing we are both alike, ſo that the one cannot 
be known from the other; and as fo2 me, Jam 
not rightly known here, but my Barons and o⸗ 
ther my Subjects will take pau for me, there- 
* *\-fo2e you ſhall hear abide, and marry my Wife 
wk] in my Kead, and hold the Feaſt and Nuptials, 
er) and do all things as if my ſelf were p2efent, 
Kel put when pou come to bed with mp Mike, lok 
bu you there be true and faithful; and J ſhall with⸗ 
m?!out tarrying take my hozle, and ride where the 
ne *|battel hall be; and if God give me victozy, A 
YOU will come again'ſecretly, and you ſhall go again 
oneſunto pour beft beloved. This done Alexander 
dne gha Lodowick fare wel, and tok his journey to- 
bin wards the Emperoꝛs Gourt to fight the battel 


2 Guido; and Lodowick tarried in Egypt 


nitead of King Alexander. 


zen Ob 


fozſake you, though J ſhould loſe my life and 
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Next mezning! came Lodowick;as theugh be 
. bad been Ring Alexander, and ſolemnly in the 
A Face of the Church he eſpouſed Bing Alexan+ © 
' , ders like, and ſolemnized the Marriage Feaſt, 

with great Koyalty of delicates and dainties; 
plenty of all Mines, and divers Infkrumients 
of Muſick, with great joy and chear foz the 
Noblemen, and all others that were there aſ- 
. ſembled. And when the night was c:me he 
ES went to bed with the-Queen, and laid betwe&n 

. him aud her a naked Swoꝛd  whercat ſhe wen- 
ding; but ſaping nothing , and ſo he lay with 
Her-every night while Alcxander was gone, 
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| Now King Alexander at the dap pꝛellxed, | 
s tame unto the Emperoz, and (aid: O moſt] . 
Hoveraign Lozd, J have leſt my Father very 
12 ; lick, 


* 
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fick and in hazard cf death + nevertheteſs 2 am 
N come to perkozm mp pꝛomile, or a full reic⸗ 
lution to defend my honcur. The Empetoz 
laid: Pe do hencurably, and accozding to the 
valour cf a Ncbleman 3 and Fexune Fall ſas 
Lenr peu (J hepe) in ycur rightceeus quarrel. 
And when the Emperozs Daughter under⸗ 
ſtod that Alexander was ceme, ſhe ſent fo2 him; 
and when he came to her, ſhe courtecufiy em- 
bꝛaced him, and with great joy kiſſed him, and 
bleſted the time that ſhe law him again; and 
bemanded where he had left her love Lodowick? 
Then he declared unto her the whele cirtum⸗ 
ſtances, and hew he had left him King in his 
Realm. Do he tak bis leave of her; and went 
to Lodowick's chamber, vv Creature thinking 
but that he was Lodowick , except Florentine 
only. The next ray befozt Alexander went to 
the Eattle, he ſaid unto the Emperor in the 
pꝛeſence of Guido: Mp moſt Renowned So⸗ 
vereign Lo2d ; Guido hath falfly accuſed me un- 
to pour Noble Gzace, in ſaying 1 ond 
be ſo familiar with tye "Jinceſs aut moſf 
vertuous and only Daughter, to the gerat diſ⸗ 
honour of pcur noble perſon, and hers: 4ſwear 
by the hely Evangeliſt, that ſhe was never in 
any wiſe known by me, as he bath alledged un⸗ 
ren,] to yeu, which J ſtall make god upen his body 
noſt] wih the aid and help of God 2 
der!“ L They 
ſick, 
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Then anſwered Guido, yet once I ſay again, 
and ſwear by the holy Evangeliſts, and by all 
that God hath made, that thou haſt had know⸗ 
ledg of, and defiled the Emperozs Daughter; 
and that I will make god upon thy head, ! 

UWhereupon they leapt upon their Courſers, 
and ran ſo fiercely one at another with their 
Spears, that they both bzoke and ſhivered in 
pieces: Then they d2cw their Swozds, and 
fought ſo long, ural at laſt Alexander, with 
great might at one ſtroke , ſmote off Guido's 
head, and ſent it unto the Emperozs Daaghter; 
whercof ſhe was glad, and bare it unto her Fa- ' 
ther, and ſaid, Father, behold the Head of him 

that Had ſo falfiy defamed pou and me. | 

When the Emperoz perceived the Uictozy, 
he ſent ſo2 Alexander, whom he thought to be 

O Lodowick, this day 
your honour and my Daughters you have ſaved, 
you ſhall be to mozrow in my favour, and who⸗ 
ſcever ſhall again defame pou, ſhall foz ever 
ſtand in my indignation. 
Then anſwered Alexander: 
helpech them that truſt in him, and revengeth 
wzong done to the innocent: 
noumed Low, one thing J intreat, that it will 
pleaſe you to give me leave to go ſee how it 
ſkandeth with my Father, whom J left ſoze 
ſick, and if he be any thing amended, J ſhall in⸗ 
continently return. Then the Emperoz th 
at 


Lodowick, and ſaid : 


God alwayes 


Eut moſt re- 


neun. 
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that pleaſeth me; but you may in no wiſe, 


1 2 me, fo2 J cannot be without your pꝛe⸗ 
cc, 


Alexander having taken leave of the Empe⸗ 
ro2, with all ſpeed he could he rode back unto his 
Realm. Lodowick having heard of his return. 
with much joy met him, and friendly received 
him, ſaying : moſt true friend of all friends, 
tell me how fo2tune has favoured pou in this 
your journey and buſineſs, and to what end have 
you bꝛought it? Then he ſaid, go to the Empe⸗ 
ro and ſerve him as befoze, fo I have gotten 
you mo2e favour at his hands than pou had 
befoze, and have alſo cut off the head of pour 
greateſt enemie. 

Then ſaid Lodowick: : Pou have not only at 
this time ſaved mp like, but p2eſerved me here- 
tofoze, which kindneſs J ſhall never kozget, 
neither as yet can J requite, but God reward 
du, and ſo he departed to the Empero2s Court; 
and there was no man that had any knowledge 
of the abſence of King Alexander, except Lodo- 
wick, 

When night was come, he wer tv ved to 
the Queen, and as ſon as he was laid, ye de 
gan ſweetly to embzace her, and with friendly 
woꝛds he kiſſed her. Then ſaid ſhe, pou have 


made this time tedious, in that pou Have ſhewed 


nothing ol friendſhip o2 love; how may this be 


Then laid he,wherefo2e ſay pou that? Se ſatd, 


L 2 every 
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every night du have laid betwirt us a naked 
Swozd, and have never turned towards me til! 
now. And when he heard that, he thought or 
the truth ol his fellow, and lait: O my dear La 
dy, it was not done foz any ill v ill, but fo? trxa 
Sf Love, Eut ie ſaid to her ſelk: that Love pet: 
ſhall have no moze, but delpight, and J will be 
revenged upon thee, | | 


SLAM TITULD CAS 
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Then there vas a night that ſhe had a 
little loved, and ſbe began to love him moze, 
and moze till at the laſt they ſought how they 
might deſtroy the Bing , and therefoze they 
got poxlon and poyſoned him, lo that if he had 
not ben ſkrong of complection, he had dyed ( 
thereof; foz it w2ought ſoze, that it cauſed | 5 
him to be a meſt foul and Hozrible Leper, | ' x 

as | 


no 
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as was ever ſen upon the carth. The Lows 


and Noblemen of the ſaid, Realm, and the 


- \Duern alſo ſgeing this, deſpiſed him and laid: 


At Lehoveth not a Leper to reign over us, foz 
he cannct beget any beautiful Yeirs 3 and ſo he 
was depoſed of his Dignity Nopal, and dziven 
out cf his Realm, .  . 

In the mean time dyed the Emperoz ctRome, 


and Ledowick married his Daughter, and alter 


that Lodowicks Father dyed, ſo that L odo wick 
reign'd both. Emperoꝛ of Rome, and King of 
France at once. 

When Bing Alexander heard cf that, he 
thought in himſelf, Now my fellow Reigneth, 
and Knleth both the Empire of Rome, and the 
Realm of France; To whom may I go better, 
than unto him, faz whom J have often ventured 
my like and upon a night he roſe x made him 
ready, and tok with him his Staff and Clapper, 
and weut towards the Emperozs Countrp. 

And when he was come nigh the gate, he 


late down amongſt, other pozLazers, expecting 


the giving of Alms: and upon a ſudden as the 
Empero2 went cut of the Palace, all the ywz 
Lazers began to ring their Clappers, and god 
Bing Alexander did as the other, but there was 

Aim given him, lo he tatxied untill the 


Emperoꝛ was let and ſerved at the Table. 

os air went King Alexander unto; the Gaze, 

end kyocked and he Pdycer-apked, whs Was 
_— 1. 3 there 
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there: Alexander anſwered him, J am a po; 
deſpiſed man. J pꝛap vou fo2 the love of God, 

turn pour ſight from my vilage, but foz the rr⸗ 
ward of Gov, do my meſlage to the Emperoz. 
He agked what was the matter: Alexander 
ſaid : go and tell him here is a Lazer right 
hoxrible ugly to ſee, which pzayeth him fo2 the 
love of Gov and King, Alexander, that he will 
grant him this dap to eat his Alms befoze him 


upon the earth in his Hall. The Pozter an- | 


\wered : J wonder yoir dare defire that of my 
Low, fo2 all the Yall is full of Loz&s and 
| Noblemen, and if they ſhould behold pou; they 
would abho? their meat, but fozaſmuch as you 
have required it of me ſolemnly, fo2 the love 


of God, A ſhall vo pour errand , * whatſoever | 


happenerh and lo he went and did his meſſage 
to the Emperoz. When the Emperoz heard * 
- Pozter name Alexander King of Egypt, he'ſaid 


to the Pozter, go thy ways, anv'bzing him be- | 


foze me, how horrible and ugly ſoever his vi- 
ſage be, and ozdain him a place befoze me, that 
he may i in my pꝛekence. 

| The Potter bought him immediately, and 
— him a place; and ſet him to meat be- 
fo2e the Sus rat and when he had well re- 
ons Berbants: My dear Friend, do me this 
Itxrand unto the Emperoꝛ: lay unto him, that J 

* Play im foꝛ the wee of God and King TEE 
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der, that he will ſend me his Cup full of Mine. 
The Servant ſaid, fo2 the love of God J will 
do it, but J believe it will not be; foz if vou 
ſhould but touch my Lows Cup he will by no 
means dzink of the lame again z neverthgleſs 
he did the errand, © -© 
And when the Emperoz heard him name 
King Alexander, he commanded his Cup to be 
filled of the beſt wine, and carried to him, 
which wine when he had received, he put into 
his bottle, and tok the Ring that Lodowick hay 
given him, and put into the Cup, and ſent it 
again unto the Emperoꝛ. 
+ When the Emperoꝛ law the ring he inſtant⸗ 
ly knew that it was the ſame he had given unto 


from him, and thought in his heart that King 
Alexander had been dead, oz elſe that this man 
very ſtrangelp came by the Ring, and com- 
manded p2eſently that the Lazer ſhould not de⸗ 
part till he had ſpoken with him; foz in no 
wiſe could he have any knowledg of him, noz 
pet repute him foz Alexander. | 

After Dinner was done, the Emperoz tok 
the ſick man apart, and asked him how he came 
by that Ning: King Alexander demanded if 


| King Alexander in friendſhip, when he departed 


| he knew the Ning? The Emperoz laid, A 


know it well, Alexander ſaid, wot-you alſo to 
whom you gave it -' The Emperoz ſaid, 1 
wot right well how it is. Then laid Alexan- 
24 der, 
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der, that you know net me: fo2 Jam Alexander 


unty whom peu gave the ſame, when the Cm- | 


Pcr62 heard that he fell eo the ground ſo2 [o2- 
raw, and toze his Kobes, and with many ſigh⸗ 
ipgs, and be wailings, ſald: O Alexander, yet 
are the one lalk ok my Soul: how is pour god⸗ 
Ip and delicate Fodp now ſo unclean and in- 
fected, that was lo lait and pleaſant to belolr, 
Me anſwered: This is happed unto me-foz the 
greet: fidelity cu have done me in the bed with 
my wile, when you laid a naked lweꝛd bet wirt 
vou and her, Wherekoze le became wꝛoth, and 
bated me, lo that ſhe and a Enight that in foz⸗ 
mer time le had loved, have poilened me as 
vou: ſe, and dziven me out ok mp Realm, 

And when the Empero? heard that, he tak 
him about the neck and killed him, and ſaid: O 
nip; molt dear and intirely bele ved Futher, 3 
lszaw to ſie peu in this great perplexitp. A 
wand to GudJ might die loʒ you. Eut my moſt 
drar friend, (uficr patienclp a little time till we 


- Fave lent fp2 all the wiſe Paſters in Phy lick, ta 
* Fave their Advice, if there be any remedy to be 


bod, oz hope of recovery of your health; and ik 
it be poſſible to help peu, we ſhall neither ſpare 
L»2dli4p, Empire, no2 any other gods tempo⸗ 
rat, to make pou whole and ſound, 

In the mean time he was bought into a fair 
Chamber, richly furniſho with all things re⸗ 
gviſtte te2 his tale and bealth. Then in all lier 
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be lent Meſſengers though all parts of the 
Wozld, ſoz the moſt expert Phyſlitians that 
might be found, of which within a Ponth af- 
ter,were-aſiembled befoze the Cmpero? thirty, 
that were expert and £kilſul in that Science; 
to which the Emperoꝛ laid: my well beloved 
Faiterz, J have a. lriend that ts very grie⸗ 
voully infected with afoul Lepzoſie, whem A 
would very gladly were Healed, and made as 
ſcund and whole as cver he was; ſparing nci⸗ 
ther ſoꝛ gold oꝛ ſilver, e any other coll whatſoc- 
ever, lo that he might recover bis health again. 
Then anlwered the Paſters, All that is polli⸗ 
ble to be done in Ehyſick, you Call ſon under⸗ 
ſtand, after we have len the perlen: and when 
they law him, they knew the cauſe of his infir- 


mity, aud laid it vas incurable foz all Phyfi- . 


cians living. ö 
When the Empcroꝛ Heard that, he was right 

ſc2rp, and committed it to Almighty God, cal⸗ 

ling unto him molt of the Religious men that 


- dwelt near the Court: and a number of po 


pecple, beſides many ether devout yerſons, de⸗ 
ſiring them carneſtly to wake Pzapers unto 
Almighty God, that he would vouchlafe of his 
infinite godncle, to make whole his dear friend 
King Alcxander, And he himlelf (with many 
others) ſaſfed and pzayed to Almighty Cod, 
fo2 the ſp&dp recovery ct his Friend. 
Nowupaug time,as Ming Alexander was at 


his 
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his Pꝛayers, there came unto him a voice from 
Heaven, ſaping: Tell Lodowick the Emperor, 


that if he with his own hands will ſlay thoſe two 


Children which his Empreſs had at one burthen, 
and with the blood of them waſh and bathe thy 
body, thy fleſh ſhall become as fair, and as clear 
as the bodies cf theſe little Children; if not thou 
muſt never look to be cured whilſt breath is in 
thy body; and ſo farewell. . 
Now when Ring Alexander had heard this 
ſtrange voice, he began to think with himſelf 
what it was, and whence it came; then he re- 
pliedunto himſelf : This Uifion is not to be 
thewed ; foz it is contrary to humane nature, 
that any man ſhould ay his own Dons fo? the 
recovery of a Stranger. 
The Empero? continued night and day in 
pꝛaper with great devotion, carneſfly pꝛaping 


to God foz King Alexander, never ceaſing until 


a voice tame unto. him and laid: How long will 
you thus call and cry unto me? When it was 
openly ſhewed unto King Alexander, by what 
ratans he might recover his health, and his 
body become clear without either ſpot or 
blemiſh> fn oh ; | 

Thie Emperoꝛz hearing that voice, he went 
to Bing Alexander, and ſaid unto him: of all 


Friends the beſt aud moſt true, bleſſed be the 
moſt High and everlaſting Cod, who never 


falleth them that put their truk in him; of 
0 whom 
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Whom J have knowled , that it is hewed unto 
' pou, how pou may be recovered of your Lep20- 
lie; wherefoze J intreat pou that, you will 


plainly lay open unto me how it may be done, 
fo2 the reſtozing of your fo2mer health, that we 
may have joy together; and if you nid any 
thing that may do you god, J will fulfil it un⸗ 
to my power; yea, and foz pour health give all 
that J have, | + 
Alexander ſaid, Sir, I dare not ſhew vou how 
J may be cured of my lepꝛoſie, foz it exceedeth, 
and it is a thing againſt nature, therefoze J will 
not as pet ſhew it you, howbeic J have a great 
truſt and confidence in pou. 
The Empero? ſaid, Alexander, put pour 
truſt in me ſtill; whatſoever is poſſible to be 
done ſoz recovering your health, J will do it; 
and therefoze conceal nothing from me, J pꝛay 
vou. 
Then ſaid Alexander, I have of God know- 
ledge that if yon will flay your two Sons with 
your own hands, and waſh me in their blood, 3 
ſhall be whole: therefoze J have not ſhewed it 
Unto you; koʒ me thinks it is againſt nature, chat 
the Father Gould lay his own childzen, fo2 the 
health bf.a Stranger. The Emperoz ſaid, Say 
not that pou are a Stranger, ko; J lobe peu as 
my telt, and therefo2e if J had ten Childzen, J 
JThould not ſpare one fo2 your health, _ - 
Alterwards the Emperoz elpied his L 
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when the Cmpzeſs was out of the way, and 
went into the chamber where the childzen ſept, 
and dzew his knife, and cut both their thꝛeatg, et 
and gathered the blod into a Ueſſel, and then nen 
bathed Alexander therewith ; and when he wag | the 
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bathed, his body was as ſair and clean, as though m 
it had been a young Child. Then the Emperoz kn 
had perfect knowledge of his vilage, and kiſſed 
bim,ſayng:D god Alexander,now I ſi you in 
the fame fo2m J have oftentimes delighted in. 
Hleſled be Almighty God, that ever J had 
thete chilvꝛen, by whom yeur health is reſtozev, 
and Pop: body made pure and clean. And as vet 
none had knowledge ok the death ot thete Chil⸗ 
deen, ſave the Emperoz and . udet. 
„And when che Empero? aw het gan Bing 
n. gor | = een 
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Al xinder was perfenly healcd, he ſaib unte him. 
13 vill ozdein you an honcurable company, and 
„ | x6it Call go hence alcut five Miles 3 and the 
n next day lend me a Peſlenger, and let me know 
& the day of your return, And J fall then with 
great ſolemnity come and miert yott, and ron 
ſ[all remain with me until J may convenicnt- 
ly N fo2 the recovery of yeur Nealm. 
This Counſel plcaled King Alexander. well, 
and was perfozmed: {oz on the next day follow- 
ing, there came a Peſſenger to the Cmperoz 
certifying him ok the return of Bing Alexander. 
When the Empzels heard theſe tidings, ſhe 
rt joyced, and ſaid unto the Emperoz: D my 
beft beloved Loꝛzd, have you not juſt caule to. xc⸗ 
j:yce, ſceing Alexander Bing of Egypt is now 
coming to ſet yqu, whom of long time you have 
not ſern 2 it ycu pleaſe to go and met him with 
four L62ds and Gentlemen, J ſtall follow with 
my Ladies and Gentlewemen ; and as yet ſe 
knew nct of the death of the two Childzen. 
Then rode the Emperoz and Empzels with 
a great company of Lo2ds and Ladies, to meet 
with god King Alexander; and when they met, 
with great reverence they received him , and 
with great joy bzought him into the Palace; 
and at the time of Dinner, Alexander was pla- 
ced between the Emperoz and Empzels, and 
All the mirth and cheer that ſhe could make, ſhe 
g [Fewed unto him. 
"I | When | 


| 
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| N the Empero2 ſaw that, he was glad, t 
And ſo exceving well pleaſed, that he ſaid, O 1 
mine own Florentine, it glads me above all 9 
things, that you make unto King Alexander ſo h 
cod cheer. Then anſwered the Empzels: u 
Wherefoze ſhould J not , is not his company | ft 
into us moze pꝛetious than Gold and Silver? [ei 
but unto pou, my renowned Lo2d, much moze, | U 
fo2 by his means you attain'd unto ſo great ho⸗ 
nour and dignity, and by him many times pou | pl 
have been ſaved from death, The Emperoz yc 
anlwered: Then A pꝛap you dearly belovedJ'ar 
Florentine, h&d mp wozds : ſaw pou not that | thi 
defozmed Lazer, which yeſterday ſate befoze| 2 
our Table, and pꝛaped me fo2 the love of God, th. 
and god King Alexander, that J would give | thi 
him dzink? She laid: Py honourable Low, | | 

A ſaw him well; a moze hozrible man A never] wi 
beheld, Zhen ſaid the Emperoz, JA demand of ag 
vou: put caſe that he were King Alexander, ſat! 
and that he could not be made whole, but with the 
the blood of pour two Dons, which you in one 
dap bꝛought into the wozld, would you that their] ing 
: blod Gould be ſhed, that he might bathe HimAche 
ſelf therein, and therekoze have perfect HealthJthy 
and comely favour, as you now ſe&: him have 
She anſwered : Py renowned Low and YusJber. 
band, wherefoze demand pe of me that queſtizing 
on: I tell yon ofa truth, that if J had ten Sons rat 
I'ould gladly lay them with my own handsthei 


to p2epare fo him a Eath, and would waſh him 
therein my own ſelf, rather then J ſhould leav 
him in ſuch a loathlom and miſerable caſe, ſo 
F hozrible to behold, and in ſuch danger of health 
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withal, God might ſend us moze Childzen, but 
ſuch a Friend were a thing impollible fo2 us 
ever hereafter to find throughout the whole 
Wold, | 

When the Emperor heard this, he was well 
pleaſed, and ſaid: O my loving Cmpzeſs, had 


| your ather have pour Childzen dead, then Alcx- 


ander ſhould languiſh in his Lepꝛoſie? Then 


thall J ew you the whole truth of the matter: 
| That foul Lazer which you ſaw was Alexander, 
that ſitteth here by us, and is made whole with 


the blood of our two Dons, and they are dead. 
As ſon as the Empreſs heard that ſhe began 
with extremity of ſozrow mourntully to cry out 
as nature would ſhe ſhould , although ſhe: had 
ſaid befo2e, ſhe had rather ſ& her Childzen dead, 
then Alexander remain in ſuch miſery. | 
The Nouriſhers of the Childzen underſtand⸗ 
ing this, pzeſently with great crying ran to 
the Nurſery : and great bewailing was made 


lth, 


thzoucch the Emperozs Court foz his two Sons; 


we and when the Nouriſhers came to the Cham- 
ug g ber, they found the Childzen play ing, and ſing 
clti4ing a Dong ok pꝛaiſe and thankſgiving, to the 
ons/Father, Don, and Holy Ghoſt , foz reſtozing 
haſte 
unto 


ndstheir lives. Then they returned with all 
tl | 
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unto the Cmpero2 andCmpxſe,ond ſtewed un⸗ 
to them how rhe childꝛen were living, and that 
about their Thzoats where they were cut, they 
had Circles of Cold: wherecf were great joy 
end gladneſs in all the Ccurt, with thanklgi⸗ 
ving to Almighty God, ſoꝛ that ctceeding great 
miracle and wonderiul wozk., 

After that the Emperoꝛz with a great multi⸗ 
tude aſſembled together, went with King Alex⸗ 
ander into Egypt, and ſct him again in poſſeſli- 
en cf his Realm, The Queen and the Knight, 
who had lived long together in Adultery, he 
cauſed to be lain. And when this was done, the 
Empcroz had one only Siſter, u hem k marri- 
td unto Eing Alcxinder. 

When King Alexander fad obtained all his 
Realm again, and vas ſet in ref and peace, the 

 Empero returned unto his Empire: and King 
Alexander ſo wiſely and politickly governie 
ÞStm\clf in his affairs, that he cvercame his re- 
bellious Enemies: N i 

And when he was ſcitcd in his Clozy,Peace, 
and Pight, he theught upon his Father any 
Mother (bp whom he was caſt into the Sta, 
who twellcd in far parts) and ſent a Pellen⸗ 
ger, to let them know, that the King cf Egypt 
upon ſuch a dap would be with them, to vier 
thelc page's of the Country, and to ſpo2t himſelf] x 

and te make @ Royal fcaſt. When the Pellen 
ger wae there come, thep receivey him wit! 
hond 
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Þ bointiful entertainments, and large gifts, and 


be rcady at all times to dp the Kings pleaſure, 
but that they could not pollibly dilcern that he 
ſhould veuchſafe them that honour , whereof 
they were not wozthy, as to viſit them i in thoſe 
parts, to ſpozt Himſelf there a while. 
bs The Peſſenger returned, x ſhewed the King 
how willingly they would receive him, and in 
li⸗ what manner they did reward him, and hew 
ht, faithful they were and ready to do him ſervice, 
be wherewith the King was well pleaſed. When 
he the ſet day was come, the King with a fair 
ri? company rode towards his Fathers houſe, who 
was to his Father and Wother unknown. 
When the King came near his Fathers Ca- 
he ſtle, the Knight rode joy fully to meet Him, and 
ng when he came nigh to the King he alighted, and 
ied] did him Reverence upon his knees : but the 


te-] King tok him up p2cſently , and commanded | 


him to take hozſe again, and ſo they rode toge⸗ 
ice, ther unto the Caſtle. 

ny! And when they were come thither, the Mo⸗ 
ther came unts him and fcll upon her knees, 
ene and welcomed him gladly;and the King twk her 
Pi up as lovingly and killed her: ſhe ſaid unto him. 
r My Loꝛd, ycu do us (unwozthy) this honoz with 
elf the pꝛelence of pour moſt honourable Perſon- 
1 age which we ſtall never be able to deferye. -- 
Alter the Meat was all ready, and the time 


P of 


ent him back, ſaying that their ſervices ſtould 
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"of day 
came wi 
With a 
dy, pleaſeth pou to wach; and when the King 

ſa that he'ſmilgy, and ſaid to himſelf : Now 

ues Dong of the Nightingale true, that my 

ather and my Mother ſhould gladly do as J 
have ſaid, if my ſelf * 

But he would not 

ſuch ſervice, ſaying, Poilr age is to be honour- 

ed, and therefoze 4 will have none of it; and 
then he called one of his Dervants, whom he 
commanded to do that Service. Thon faid the 

Knight, you will not ſuffer us to da it foꝛ our 

honour, beraule we are not woꝛthy thereof. The 


ould thereunto conſent: 


King ſaid, Pave J not ſaid, that fb2 your age | 


I fozbear you; when the King was let at the 
Table, he ſet his Mother on the right hand of 
him, and his Father on the left; and then, as 
much as they might, 92 durſt, did behold his 
favour and countenance. 

After Dinner, the King entred into a fair 
Chamber, and made the Knight with his Lady 
to follow him, and commanded all others to 
void their p2eſence, 

hen they were all alone , the King ſaid, 
"pou ns Childzen ; they anſwered, We 


1 ing laid, had pou never anp; the Bnight 
FnCered, we had one ſoon; but he is long ago 
dead; 


us come to go to dinner, the Father 
a Jaſon and Ewer, and the Pother * 
Towel, ſaying, Sir, all things are rea- ! 


tex them to do him any 


neither Don no2 Daughter. And the 


1 


Seer eee e See 
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| dead; the King asked of what death he died? 
And the Knight ſaid, a natural death. Then 
the King laid, if J find it otherwiſe, you axe 


found in a moſt hozrible fault. Then asked the 
night; Pp moſt honourable and renowned 
Lozd, wherekoze enquire you ſo earneſtly after 


our Son; the King anfwered, not withoutjuft - 


cauſe, and-therefoze J muft; and will know of 


Fe he died: if you will not tell me; 


I fall canſe you both to die molt ſhameful 
deaths. 6 | 
When they heard that, they fell upon the 
ground on their knees befoze him, and asked 
his pardon and fozgiveneſls. Wut the King 
would not ſuffer them to kneel, but tok them 


up, and laid: To that intent J came uot unto 


your hcule, to eat pour bꝛead and to betray pou: 
But ſay to me the very truth, and you ſhall be 
pardoned, fo? it is given me to underſtand that 


you have. put him to death, and if that you be 


found culpable therein, and come to judgment, 
you mult die a moſt ſhameful death. Then 
ſaid the Knight, By moſt honourable Lo2d, 
ſave my life; & J Gall ſhew vou the very truth, 
The Bing ſaid, fear not, fo2 J ſhall do you no 
harm. Then anſwered the Knight; and ſaid, 
Moſt dꝛead Doveraign Lozd, we had a Son, 


that was wile, learned, and intelligent: and ups = 
on à time as he {fwd befo2e us, and ſcrved at 


the Table; there came to the window a Rig ht⸗ 
| P 2 ingale 


A. 


began. 
- 
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ingale that ſung exceeding ſweetly, whoſe ſong 1 
he began to interpzet, and to tell us what it 
meant, and ſaid, this Bird, ſingeth, that J ſhall * 


become ſo great and mighty a Lozd, that you 
my Father ſhall be glad to hold a Eaſon with 
water to waſh my hands, and my Pother a 
Tewel, that if J will ſuffer it. 


And when J heard that, J was ſoze moved, 


and vexed in my mind; and ſo J twk him upon 
my ſloulder, and caſt him into the Sca foꝛ to 
dꝛown him. Then ſaid the King, what evil had 
come to vou, ifhe had been made ſo great? Pe- 
thinks it ſhculd have been fo2 your Honour and 
pꝛofit. The Knight ſaid, my Renowned Lozd, 
it was no reaſen, but wodneſs, The King an- 


lwered: *twas a great folly in ycu, that you. 


would do againſt the D2dinance of God. And 
now you ſhall know fo2 truth, J am your Son 
that ycu caſt into the Sca, and God of his great 
mercy hath ſaved me, and by his grace bzought 
me to this eſtate and dignity; 

The Father and Pother hearing that, with 
fear and joy amazed, fell flat unto the ground: 
whom he lovingly tok up, laying: Fear not, 
but rather rejoyce, fo2 pou (all ſuffer no harm: 
but my exaltation ſhalt be to your glo2y, and 
pꝛofit: and ſo he kiſt his Father aud Pother 
with great joy. Then began the Pother to 
weep greatly; and the King ſaid to her, leave 
off pour ſojrowing, and be of god chcar, foz in 

mx 
\ 


1 my Realm pou ſhall be henoured above me du; 
ring my life: And he tak them with him into 
bis Kingrom, where they dwelled a long time 
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in honour and joy; and ended their days IP 
comfozt and love of all the People; 


Here follows the Application of the Example 
to the putpoſe. 

Fen ſaid Diocleſian the Emperozs Son, 
1.02d, have peu underſtad what J have 

ſaid? the Emperoꝛ laid, right well: then ſaid 
the Son, my moſt honored t redoubted Father, 
although that God hath given and endued me 
with wiſdom and underſtanding above others, 
that ſhall not be an impairing of your honour 


| and might; but moze {o2 the pzeſervation and 


maintenance of the ſame t ſo in like manner, 
the Kings excellent Majeſty, which was no- 
thing to the hinderance of the Father, but this 
rather foz his wo2\l,1p, p2ofit and greater com- 
foꝛt. Foz as long as they lived, it was in very 
creat joy and mirth, that they were loved of the 
People, and honoured cf the Kingdom; Then 
laid the Emperoz, my beloved Bon, J will 
wholly reſign all the Empire unto peu to go⸗ 
vern & rule: fo J perecive well by your Nar- 
ration, that ycu have to me declared that it is 
Leſt fto2 me, and moſt foz my tale, that J now 
leave this wozloly and tedious buſineſs, and the 
labour and care of a King, and betake me to my 
re 


, 
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reſt and eale, foꝛ Jam old and f&ble, Then ans 


fwered the Son, and ſaid unto his Father, Pp 


moſt honourable Lozd and Father, ſo ſhall it bez | 
but as long as you live, pou ſhall have the Au- 


thozity and Government of the Empire at your 
command, as it appertaineth unto an Emperoz; 
but in all the buſineſles that are labozious and 
troubleſome, J will always be ready to mini⸗ 
ſter any ſervice that poſiible J can, accozding 
to my my bounden duty. 


How judgment was given upon the Empreſs, 
and how that ſhe and her Lover were both 
put- to death. | 


Hen the Emperoz commanded the Judges 

and Juſtices to ſit in Judgment, and to 
bung again the Empzeſs befoze them: with 
the Ladies, and alſo the Ribauld, her beſt belo⸗ 


ved cloathed in the veſture and habit of a wo⸗ 


man, whom he did cauſe to ſtand next unto the 
Empꝛels: then the Emperozs Don asked Sen 


tence and juſt judgment upon them; ſaying, | 


My molt honourable Low and Father, even 
as you are Emperoz of the Wozld, and that 
your Majeſty and Power requireth to do true 
juſtice unto all pour Subjects that.deſire it: ſo 
now J demand, that you this day do give right 


- ſentence and true judgment upon the untruth, 
falſhod, and ſhame, which were put, and alledg⸗ 
| r 


ed 


cu 


(s, 
th 
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{ed into me by the Empꝛels; foꝛ the which ar⸗ 
tulations, J have ben ſometimes led untd.the 
Gallows, and have ſtod in great jeoperdy, and 
peril of my life, and alſo that ſhe hach been to 


you untrue of her body, as pou have ſen by god 
p2of made befoze you 3 and on the which J agk 
judgment: and therefoze command your Jutti⸗ 
ces and Judges to give ſentence thereupon, ac- 
coding to Right, Equity and Law, | 

As ſon as the Empꝛels heard this, ſhe fell flat 
to the earth befoze the Emperoꝛ, and asked mer- 
cy and fo2ociveneſs foz her juſt oftence and mil⸗ 


doing: but it helped no? pꝛofited nothing, foz the 
Son would have right, and deſired Judgment. 
Then ſpake the Judges and Juſtices,Yer-own + 
(eS|mildeeds condemn her, and the repozt of her 
to Lemmon by her kept and found; therelgge we 
ich give Sentence againſt the Empꝛels, that the 
10-|ſhall be bound to a Yozſes Tail, and daun | 
vo⸗thꝛough all the ſtreets of the City, to the, place. 
the ſol Exccution, and there be burnt. Me judge 
en⸗ and give Sentence againſt the Ribaulld : that 
ng, he ſhall be quartered and ſmitten in pieces, and 
ven his fleſh caſt to the Younds and Eirds of the 
hat ir to devour him: and this Dentence was ap⸗ 
rue ꝓꝛobated and allowed of the people. 1 
: lo] Yereafter in ſhozt time died the Emperoz, 
ght and Diocleſian his Son governed and ruled the 
ith, Empire with great wiſdom, and always held 
* and kept his Paſters with him in great yougy „ 
b | And 


%. 


The Seven Wiſe 
And glozy. By whole counſel and wildom he 
governen the Empire; and he excelled all his | 
P2edeceſſo2s in Riches, and doing Right and 
Juſfice : and his Paſters ſo loved him above 
all others i in the Wozd, that many times they 
put themſelves in great peril and jeoperdy of 

their lives foz him. And ſo ended their days 
in joy and honour, to the pꝛaiſe of Almighty 
GOD. 
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FINIS. 
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Reader, Theſe Books ( with many others ) are to 
be ſold by John Wright, next to the Globe in 
Little- Britain. 


He Plain- mans Path-way to Heaven: 
wherein a man may clearly ſee whether he 
ſhall be Saved or Damned. Ay Arthur Dent. 
Balls Catechiſm, with an Expoſition on the 
ſame. 
The Famous Hiſtory of Pariſmus. 

The pleaſant Hiſtory of Doraftus and Farniz, 
both delightful to Age, and ptoticable to Youth. 1 
The Hiſtory of the Seven Wile Mitireſſes of 

f * By Thomas Howard. 

A A Thouſand notable Things. A piece wor- 
4 þ thy peruſal; both for profit and pleaſure. 

7 * School of Vertue. | 


* 


